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     WILLISTON – The Williston community is providing a 54-minute 2020 National Day of 

Prayer video. 

     Today (Thursday, May 7) is National Day of Prayer. 

     The video opens with Mayor Jerry Robinson introducing it, and mentioning that normally 

this event is at Heritage Park in Williston. Mayor Robinson led the effort to create the video. 

 

https://youtu.be/4Yf_g69SkzY 
Video By Logan Brooks 

 

     The video, Williston City Manager Scott Lippmann said, was created by Logan Brooks. 

Brooks is an educator at Williston Central Christian Academy. 

     Pastor David Bennett of First United Methodist Church of Williston offers the opening 

prayer, which is followed by the mayor saying the Pledge of Allegiance and then Mandy Fugate 

singing What A Friend We Have In Jesus. Later, she leads watchers and listeners as she sings 

God Bless America. 

     Among the pastors who added to the work with prayers are Pastor Jason Owenby of First 

Baptist Church of Williston; and Pastor Wes Smith of Williston Church of God. 

     Levy County Judge James Browning prays on the video for various federal government 

officials. County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks, of District 5 (which includes his 

hometown), offers a prayer to God for the members of the United States military. Brooks is a 

veteran. 

     Levy County Property Appraiser Osborn “Oz” Barker participates in the National Day of 

Prayer as he prays for elected county officials. 

     Pastor Johnnie Jones III of the Fountain of Life Church starts another set of prayers from 

among the set of pastors providing this prayer service for people anywhere in the world. Pastor 

Willie Barnes of United Temple International Fellowship, in Williston, like all of the 

participants, leads watchers and listeners in prayer. 

     Each pastor and elected officials offer prayers for different aspects of life. Pastor Barnes, for 

instance, led the prayer to God for all law enforcement officers and other first responders. 

     Pastor Joan Wells of First Presbyterian Church, in Williston, met the request to pray for local 

churches. Rob Sistrunk, the lay leader at First United Methodist Church of Williston, is among 

the people leading others in prayers to God in this video. 

      Jack Screws, a former member of Williston City Council, after reciting verses from the bible 

leads people in a moment of silent prayer so that each individual can have their personal time 

with God during this National Day of Prayer video. 

     The video concludes with Mayor Robinson asking God to bless the United States of America. 

     The National Day of Prayer is an annual observance held on the first Thursday of May, 

inviting people of all faiths to pray for the nation. It was created in 1952 by a joint resolution of 

the United States Congress. It was signed into law by President Harry S. Truman (D- Missouri). 

Truman was born May 8, 1884 and died Dec. 26, 1972. 


