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COVID-19 continues to hamstring gov't 
meetings; Williston shows continued 
progress overcoming obstacles 

 
This screenshot of the Tuesday night meeting of the Williston City Council 
shows municipal leaders at the meeting, as well as people listening to the 
meeting on phones and computers. 
 
Story, Photos and Video 
By Jeff M. Hardison © May 6, 2020 at 2:10 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – Williston City Council President Charles Goodman made it clear 
that he thought the teleconference virtual method for meeting Tuesday night (May 5) 
was not up to par from his perspective. 
 
 

https://youtu.be/Mm5S9Zq7aZQ 
In this video, Mayor Jerry Robinson, who is tasked with composing a letter 
to the Florida Department of Transportation on behalf of Williston, said he 
would like to see infrastructure that may entice an interest to build a motel 
or hotel in Williston. In the second part of this two clip piece that lasts for 
two minutes (from the two-hour meeting), Williston City Council President 
Charles Goodman is seen speaking about the potential for a bypass route 
around Williston, rather than through it on Noble Avenue (U.S. Alt. 27). 
 

https://youtu.be/Mm5S9Zq7aZQ
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     At the outset of the meeting, during the ironing out of a few technical kinks, 
Goodman intimated that he felt the meeting should be tabled because he thought it 
failed to meet minimum mandatory requirements for open meetings under Florida law. 
City Attorney Frederick L. Koberlein Jr. helped the City Council president understand 
the meeting could continue that night. 
     Unlike the Levy County Board of County Commissioners’ past three meetings, the 
Williston City Council meeting was able to be understood from a distance. Almost 
ironically, during the Tuesday night meeting, President Goodman said he had heard 
from County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks (of Williston) that the County 
Commission’s virtual meeting method was working well. 
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     In fact, however, that is not accurate. Beyond the very significant errors in the first 
two of three County Commission meetings that led to it being almost impossible to 
understand anything by listeners who were not in that huge auditorium in Bronson, the 
third Levy County Commission’s virtual meeting even went completely off the live 
record -- when electrical power shutdown in Bronson for about an hour on Tuesday 
morning. That meeting continued, however, because it was in a large area where people 
could sit separated by distance. 
     The Williston City Council meeting on Tuesday night included some communication 
issues for viewers from afar, but nowhere near the extent of Levy County Commission 
meetings. 
     One issue in the Williston meeting, nonetheless, was that comments from City 
Attorney Frederick L. Koberlein Jr. were not audible to the point of being understood by 
people not in the meeting room. 
     Williston City Councilman Elihu Ross, though, who was not in the City Council 
meeting room, was able to hear and speak with the other members and staff who were 
there – including City Council President Goodman, Vice President Justin Head, and City 
Council members Marguerite Robinson and Debra Jones, and Mayor Jerry Robinson, 
City Manager Scott Lippmann, Utility Director C.J. Zimoski, City Planner Jackie 
Gorman and others. 
     Interestingly for listeners from afar, Vice President Head’s breathing could be heard 
– perhaps because that microphone on his headset was positioned in an area where the 
outflow from his nostrils passed by it. 
     Once the meeting was clearly started with the prayer and pledge, President Goodman 
well-accommodated virtual viewers on the Internet and listeners via phone, by calling 
upon the people to share their input about each matter. Also, at the start and finish of 
the meeting, there was ample opportunity for verbal public input in the meeting room of 
City Hall as well as via telephone and Internet. 
     Also with the “Go To Meeting” method of virtual meeting instituted by City Manager 
Lippmann, computer viewers-listeners could send written “chat” comments to the entire 
set of people at the event, or to individual members of the City Council, or even to 
individual other listeners-viewers. 
     As for the six-month review of City Clerk Latricia Wright, who was not in City Hall or 
listening, speaking or writing virtually during the meeting, that review was delayed by 
President Goodman until City Clerk Wright is in the chambers with City Council. As a 
result, that action is set to be put on the May 19 meeting, although Goodman said it may 
be further delayed if needed. 
     On another matter during the Williston City Council meeting, although the Levy 
County Board of County Commissioners already has leapt to the “No Build” option by a 
3-2 vote for toll roads through the county, County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks, 
who is the Levy County representative on the Suncoast Connector Task Force, is seeking 
input from the cities in Levy County. 
     According to what was said at the Williston City Council meeting on Tuesday night, 
Mayor Robinson will compose a letter with what the city sees as something the Florida 
Department of Transportation to consider when it comes time to map and build the 
road connecting Citrus County to Jefferson County. 
     It was mentioned that Chiefland Mayor Chris Jones already had provided Levy 
County Commission Chairman Brooks with that city’s requests for Florida Department 
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of Transportation. Chiefland, it was said Tuesday night, provided quite a wish list to the 
FDOT. 
     Mayor Robinson, who is tasked with composing the letter to the Florida Department 
of Transportation on behalf of Williston, said he would like to see infrastructure that 
may entice an interest to build a motel in Williston. He, like others, sees a probable 
increase on Noble Avenue (U.S. Alt. 27) as motorists leave I-75 to go west toward the 
possible future north-south toll road. 
     There was some discussion about a bypass around Williston for commercial trucks to 
not use U.S. Alt. 27 (Noble Avenue) as a connection between I-75 and the connector toll 
road. 
     The mayor will seek input from City Council members and others to create a wish list 
of infrastructural improvements, where the state may consider helping Williston as a 
byproduct of significant traffic route revisions through North Central Florida. 
     Among the many other matters discussed, and some of which were acted upon by 
always-unanimous votes, were the awarding of a construction contract between the city 
and SGS Contracting Services Inc. for the Williston Wastewater Treatment Facility 
Phase 1 Upgrade. 
     Based on the City's approved March 2019 Wastewater 
Treatment Facility (WWTF) Facilities Plan, the City obtained approval for a Small Cities 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) through the Florida Department of 
Economic Opportunity (DEO) for a Phase I Upgrade to treatment facility. 
     The amount of the grant available for construction is $644,000. 
     The Phase 1 Upgrade project was designed by the city's continuing engineering 
consultant services provider, Wright-Pierce. SGS Contracting Services Inc. was the 
apparent low bidder with a Base Bid plus Bid Alternate A price of $641,700. Wright-
Pierce conducted an evaluation of the bids and concluded that SGS submitted a 
responsive bid and is qualified to perform the work. 
     Given the 5-0 vote Tuesday to execute an agreement with SGS 
in the amount of $641,700, the matter is still contingent on final approval from Florida 
DEO that all grant requirements have been met by the City. 
     In another matter that was championed by President Goodman – the reopening of 
Williston City Hall for residents and visitors, discussion showed President Goodman 
wants to assure the employees in City Hall are safe. 
     City Manager Lippmann said staff members who have been working remotely will be 
returned to City Hall. 
     “We are going to take that on a case-by-case basis,” Lippmann said. “There are a 
couple (of employees) that are particularly susceptible or vulnerable (to catching 
COVID-19). We may have to just keep them out a bit longer.” 
     The city manager said Williston’s increase in building permits and developmental 
plans are moving forward well, with the Planning and Building Department staff 
members able to work away from their offices. 
     In that regard, later in the meeting, City Planner Gorman mentioned there has been a 
demolition permit approved and picked up for development of a Popeye’s Chicken 
franchise and a Costco Wholesale Store outlet at the site of the former Williston High 
School. 
     She mentioned the demolition permit has a six-month limit before a new permit is 
required, and she is awaiting some other documentation from the developer. 
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     City Planner Gorman also said she had heard just recently from a party interested in 
development of the former Regional General Hospital of Williston property. 
     There was no vote by the City Council on the reopening of the City Hall for open 
traffic from the general public, but discussion shows there are methods being put in 
place to reduce the spread of COVID-19 when City Hall reopens. 
     City of Williston Human Resources Director JoAnne Nelson said she understands 
President Goodman’s desire to reopen Williston City Hall. Goodman had opened the 
matter for discussion by anyone in the meeting room or in the virtual audience. 
     Nelson was among the people watching, listening and speaking from a computer 
connection. 
     “I personally feel it’s a little premature for us to make this decision (to reopen 
Williston City Hall),” Nelson said. “However, I understand, like everyone else, that 
there’s numerous unknowns. I don’t think that anyone can claim to understand the 
totality of this (virus and subsequent pandemic).” 
     Nelson said on behalf of the employees in one wing of City Hall, where they must use 
the public restrooms, that she felt the city should increase the frequency of the cleaning 
of those restrooms. She also requested that management be as flexible as possible with 
workers who have health concerns. 
     Lippmann mentioned that any employee who is ill will be strongly encouraged not to 
report to work, and if they come to work while they are ill, they “most likely” will be 
strongly encouraged to go home until they feel better. 
     Goodman said there is a plan to reopen City Hall, and it will be implemented in 
phases to the extent that state restrictions allow. The Levy County Commission was 
recently reminded that state law supersedes county wishes regarding the reopening of 
public facilities -- beyond what the Gov. Ron DeSantis allows as he issues executive 
orders during this international public health crisis. 
     In a telephone conversation Wednesday morning (May 6), City Manager Lippmann 
said he want to have plexiglass in place before opening the front counter to visitors. 
Facemasks, hand sanitizer, marks on the floor to help people know about six-foot 
distancing, and written notices for City Hall visitors are among the methods that 
Williston will provide to help employees and visitors to be as safe as reasonably possible 
when City Hall reopens. No date is set for that yet, Lippmann said on Wednesday. 

 


