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Levy County to stay within limits; 

State law overrides county leaders’ wishes 

By Jeff M. Hardison © May 5, 2020 at 4:10 p.m. 
* Updated May 6, 2020 at 6:10 a.m. (Bottom of Story) 
     BRONSON – As much as the Levy County Board of County Commissioners want to 
be able to allow 50 percent opening rather than 25 percent in restaurants and retail 
outlets, the most recent order from Gov. Ron DeSantis stops them from doing that. 
     Levy County commissioners worked through a short-term blackout Tuesday morning 
(May 5), when the power went out for about an hour in Bronson, Levy County 
Commission Chairman Matt Brooks said. 
     Working through the electric outage, commissioners looked at an order Brooks 
introduced that shows the county wants to improve the level of reopening for Levy 
County, beyond the governor’s Phase 1 plan. 
     The chairman and other commissioners were reminded by County Attorney Anne 
Bast Brown, Chairman Brooks said in an interview Tuesday afternoon (May 5), that the 
county lacks the authority to open any business beyond what the state orders. 
     Brooks said that while there was a 5-0 vote to urge Gov. DeSantis to move as quickly 
as possible with reopening the state’s business interests, everyone must abide by the 
law. The draft of the resolution to be sent to the governor will be added to this story 
when it is finished. 
     Meanwhile, in Levy County, just like throughout the parts of Florida in Phase 1 of 
reopening, restaurants cannot open more than 25 percent of their capacity for internal 
seating. Takeout and delivery options will continue as an option for diners. 
     In Gov. DeSantis’ Executive Order 20-112, it shows in-store retail sales 
establishments and restaurants may re-open subject to the following conditions: 
Retail 
     • In-store retail sales establishments may re-open at no more than 25 percent of their 
building occupancy and abide by the safety guidelines issued by the CDC and OSHA. 
Restaurants 
     • Must continue social distancing to maintain 6 feet between parties, seating only 
parties of 10 or fewer people and keeping bar counters closed to seating. 
     • Limit indoor dining to no more than 25 percent of building occupancy. 
     • Outdoor seating also is allowed using the same social distancing criteria listed 
above. 
     • The Florida Division of Alcohol and Tobacco, notes that alcoholic beverages are 
allowed in the temporary expanded outdoor dining areas, for business interests with the 
proper licenses. 
Bars, Pubs and Nightclubs 
     • These establishments, that derive more than 50 percent of gross revenue from the 
sale of alcoholic beverages, will continue to suspend the sale of alcoholic beverages for 
on-premises consumption (see Executive Order 20-68). 
Gyms, Fitness Centers, Personal care and Salons 
     • These establishments, closed by Executive Order 20-71, will remain closed. 
     Also in Executive Order 20-112, which took effect May 4, the governor noted that the 
Phase 1 of the plan published by the Task Force to Re-Open Florida also shows that -- 
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Responsible Individual Activity 
     All persons in Florida shall continue to limit their personal interactions outside the 
home. 
     Senior citizens and individuals with a significant underlying medical condition (such 
as chronic lung disease, moderate-to-severe asthma, serious heart conditions, 
immunocompromised status, cancer, diabetes, severe obesity, renal failure and liver 
disease) are strongly encouraged to stay at home and take all measures to limit the risk 
of exposure to COVID-19. 
     For the duration of this order, all persons in Florida should avoid congregating in 
large groups. Local jurisdictions shall ensure that groups of people greater than 10 are 
not permitted to congregate in any public space that does not readily allow for 
appropriate physical distancing. 
     All persons in Florida should avoid nonessential travel, including to states and cities 
outside of Florida with a significant presence ofCOVID-19. 
     All persons in Florida should adhere to guidelines from the CDC regarding isolation 
for 14 days following travel on a cruise or from any international destination and any 
area with a significant presence of COVID-19. 
     The prohibition on vacation rentals in Executive Order 20-87 remains in effect for the 
duration of this order. 
     The Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation shall utilize its 
authorities under Florida law to implement and enforce the provisions of this order as 
appropriate. 
Other Affected Business Services 
     Museums and libraries may open at no more than 25 percent of their building 
occupancy, provided, however, that (a) local public museums and local public libraries 
may operate only if permitted by local government, and (b) any components of 
museums or libraries that have interactive functions or exhibits, including child play 
areas, remain closed. 
Medical Procedures 
     Subject to the conditions outlined below, elective procedures prohibited by Executive 
Order 20-72 may resume when this order goes into effect. A hospital ambulatory 
surgical center, office surgery center, dental office, orthodontic office, endodontic office 
or other health care practitioners' office in the State of Florida may perform procedures 
prohibited by Executive Order 20-72 only if: 
     A. The facility has the capacity to immediately convert additional facility-identified 
surgical and intensive care beds for treatment of COVID-19 patients in a surge capacity 
situation; 
     B. The facility has adequate personal protective equipment (PPE) to complete all 
medical procedures and respond to COVID-19 treatment needs, without the facility 
seeking any additional federal or state assistance regarding PPE supplies; 
     C. The facility has not sought any additional federal, state, or local government 
assistance regarding PPE supplies since resuming elective procedures; and 
     D. The facility has not refused to provide support to and proactively engage with 
skilled nursing facilities, assisted living facilities and other long-term care residential 
providers. 
     The Agency for Health Care Administration and the Department of Health shall 
utilize their authority under Florida law to further implement and enforce these 
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requirements. This order supersedes the conflicting provisions of Executive Order 20-
72. 
     This order shall be enforced under section 252.47, Florida Statutes. Violation of this 
order is a second-degree misdemeanor pursuant to section 252.50, Florida Statutes, and 
is punishable by imprisonment not to exceed 60 days, a fine not to exceed $500, or 
both. 
     Brooks said the conversation at the Levy County Commission meeting was driven by 
residents and business owners in Levy County “who really need help at this time.” 
     The Levy County Commission wants people to know it is doing what it can to let Gov. 
DeSantis know how it feels about opening more than he has ordered in phase one, 
Brooks said. 
     By a 5-0 vote, the County Commission chose to send Gov. DeSantis a resolution to 
accelerate his plan for restoring business to its 100 percent level of operations. 
     The governor has said, however, that his choice for easing mandates for individuals 
and business to help reduce the odds of COVID-19 spreading more, and subsequently 
causing severe illness, and for more than 1,400 Floridians so far -- a horrible way to die, 
is “Safe. Smart. Step-by-Step.” 
OTHER ACTION 
     In other action at the May 5 meeting, the Levy County Commission, unanimously 
clarified that Levy County School graduation ceremonies will not be considered as 
prohibited gatherings where more than 10 people can meet together. 
     In another adopted motion, the County Commission made six proclamations 
recognizing the 2020 graduating seniors at Bronson High School, Cedar Key School, 
Chiefland High School, Williston High School, Williston Central Christian Academy and 
Creekside Christian School within Levy County. 
     As well as showing compassion for families of high school graduates, the County 
Commission on Tuesday morning also showed it cares about cats and dogs without 
homes as it approved an award letter of grant from For Our Friends The Animals for 
$5,000. 
     Levy County has accepted help from generous donations of Robert M. "Bob" Echols of 
Ocala, the founder and president of For Our Friends The Animals. The most recent big 
project is new kennels and running areas at the Levy County Animal Services facility, 
located between Bronson and Williston. 
     That whole project is budgeted in the $220,000 to $300,000 range. 
     In yet another point where the County Commission accepted money, it approved a 
request from Levy County Public Safety (Levy County Fire-Rescue) Director Mitch 
Harrell, to accept the terms and conditions from the United States Department of 
Health and Human Services for the CARES Act relief fund payment received in the 
amount of $77,327.60, which will help the county government with its added expenses 
resulted from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
* Brooks added statement 
     Following is a statement Levy County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) 
Commission Chairman Matt Brooks sent via the Levy County Emergency Management 
email list at 4:21 p.m. on May 5. 
     Today the Levy County BOCC met to discuss the future of the Levy County reopening 
plan, and how that plan works with Governor DeSantis’ Phase 1 reopening plan that 
took effect on Monday May 4th. 
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     After much discussion, it was determined that Levy County must follow the current 
order as laid out under the Governor’s plan. Although we are disappointed that we were 
not able to reach a compromise under the Governor’s Executive Order, we respect the 
Governor’s authority and will follow the plan, while still advocating for Levy County 
residents, visitors, and businesses. 
     While we completely understand the frustration by many of our local businesses, we 
implore you all to respect the Governor’s authority and follow the restrictions set forth 
under the current State of Florida Phase 1 plan. We are asking that you please do not 
risk your business license by violating the State order. We will continue to lobby the 
Governor’s office to include the Levy County businesses in future orders. 
     Let’s make sure that Levy County voices are heard. Let us continue to look towards 
the future while also preserving the rule of law. 
     Thank you all for your support of the Levy County reopening plan and we continue 
advocating for local Levy County. (Brooks noted the emails for Gov. DeSantis and the 
state representative for Levy County and the state senator for Levy County at the end of 
his email. 
GovernorRon.DeSantis@eog.myflorida.com Charlie.Stone@myfloridahouse.gov and 
Bradley.Rob@flsenate.gov. 
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