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County commissioner intends to help 
family utilize its family cemetery; 
Commission acts on other matters 

By Jeff M. Hardison © May 27, 2020 at 12:10 p.m. 
     LEVY COUNTY – An item that was not on the agenda for the emergency meeting of 
the Levy County Board of County Commissioners on Tuesday morning (May 26) 
resulted in no action being taken by the county’s legislative leaders as a whole, but one 
commissioner is going forth on his own. 
     County Commissioner Mike Joyner was approved to bring his non-agenda item for 
discussion. 
     Joyner said he had a buddy that is not doing so well. He doesn’t have much time left 
at all, Joyner said. The family has asked that Levy County allow them to bury him on 
their land. 
     Joyner said the family has filled out the paperwork and a County Commission staff 
member is working on it, but they don’t think it will be done in time. Joyner said 
     Joyner asked the County Commission to approve the action now and the paperwork 
would be finished when it was – in case the family needed to bury Joyner’s friend before 
the paperwork was completed. 
     County Commissioner John Meeks said that he remembered something like this 
happening before in Levy County. So, he would like to approve the action, but Meeks 
noted there is a process. 
     Joyner said he just wants to allow for the family’s loved one to by buried in their 
family cemetery and he would assure that all of the processes were done as needed. 
Joyner said he would take full responsibility. 
     Levy County Attorney Anne Bast Brown recommended that the County Commission 
take no action, and the commission followed her advice. Joyner, though, said he 
planned to tell the family that if need be to go forward with their plans for burial before 
the bureaucratic aspects were finished. 
     County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks said he wished the Commission could 
grant the family’s request. Brooks said he had spoken with the family, and he believed it 
was the right thing to do. 
     While the County Commission took no action, staff was directed to move as 
expeditiously as possible while abiding by relevant laws. 
     Before Joyner’s non-agenda request, the main reason for the emergency meeting 
related to reopening some county services that had been reduced as a result of COVID-
19. 
     The reason for this emergency meeting, Chairman Brooks said at the outset of the 
meeting, was because the state was moving faster on re-opening and that he didn’t want 
to waste a week’s time until the next meeting. 
     County Coordinator Wilburn Dean said the county has opened all departments fully, 
except the Veterans Services office, which is open for veterans by appointment. 
     All constitutional offices are open – except Tax Collector Linda Fugate’s offices in 
both Chiefland and Williston, Dean said. 
     The Levy County courts will reopen June 1. They have moved the security checkpoint 
into the Levy County Courthouse, Dean said. 
     In a conversation with Chairman Brooks today (Wednesday, May 27), he said there 
will now be two entrances into the Levy County Courthouse. One will be for people who 
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must go before a judge. That will include a security checkpoint. 
     The other will be for people needing service from the Levy County Clerk’s Office, 
Brooks said, and until it moves to the annex, from the Levy County Property Appraiser’s 
Office. 
     Facemasks will be needed, Dean said, for people going into courts. 
     The Levy County Sheriff’s office has requirements. One of those is a thermal imaging 
machine to detect people with fevers quickly. Dean is working on obtaining one, he said 
on Tuesday. 
     Today, Chairman Brooks said a quoted price of $23,000 for a thermal imaging 
machine has caused him to halt the process to obtain that until the whole County 
Commission can address the request again. 
     As for other aspects of possible reopening of the Levy County Courthouse for court, 
Dean said, staff members with the LCSO and with the Levy County Maintenance and 
Construction Department are working to meet the necessary requirements to open. 
     Levy County Property Appraiser Oz Barker, Dean said, is looking at July 1 to move to 
the annex building. 
     During the meeting, County Commission Chairman Brooks asked Levy County 
Sheriff Bobby McCallum to speak. 
     Sheriff McCallum said it was a rough week last week. He said certain responsibilities 
are by orders of the chief judge of the Eighth Judicial Circuit and the Florida Supreme 
Court. Judges are meeting now as they make their plans, McCallum said. 
     The sheriff confirmed that masks will be worn going through for security. 
     Levy County Parks and Recreation Director Matt Weldon said Blue Spring will reopen 
June 1. Henry Beck Park will reopen on June 5. (Please see this story on the LEISURE 
PAGE.) 
     They will encourage social distancing with signage. 
     Masks won’t be mandatory, Weldon said. The county will have hand sanitizer at the 
bathrooms. There will be no pavilion rentals, he said, as well as no yearly passes. Park 
staff will only allow six people on the jump-off dock at a time. Weldon said they will 
have two sessions for entry to Blue Springs, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and from 2 to 6 p.m. 
There will be only 50 people allowed maximum, and then the parking lot closes so no 
one can mill around in the parking lot waiting to be allowed in. 
     Also, there will be no drop-offs of children by parents, Weldon said. 
     Brooks stated he wants to have hard timelines for totally re-opening Blue Springs in 
the future. 
     County Commissioner Lilly Rooks asked Weldon about his plan for dealing with 
trouble at the park. 
     Weldon said there will be two LCSO deputies on call, just like last year. 
     On Wednesday (May 27), Chairman Brooks mentioned that a space-planning 
committee had been abolished because the move of several services to the annex and out 
of the courthouse had resulted in a resolution to security and space issues there for the 
time being. 
     Yesterday, County Commissioner John Meeks was appointed as a liaison from the 
County Commission to the clerk and the court for purchases and policies. Chairman 
Brooks said this will avoid any miscommunication about approved purchases for the 
courthouse. 
     Commissioner Meeks will return to the County Commission with information for the 
Commission’s acceptance or rejection of requested purchases for the courthouse, 
Chairman Brooks said. 
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