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Police chief named as 
interim city manager 

 
Williston Police Chief Dennis Strow (left) and WPD Deputy Police Chief 
Terry Boivard watch and listen at the Williston City Council emergency 
meeting held Tuesday afternoon in Williston City Hall. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © May 26, 2020 at 11:10 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – After an hourlong emergency meeting of the Williston City Council 
late Tuesday afternoon (May 26), Williston Police Chief Dennis Strow was named as the 
interim city manager – effective at 4:01 p.m. on Friday (May 29). 
  

Williston IT 
Consultant Aaron 
Mills sits behind a 
control area where 
he attempts to 
assure people can 
hear one another 
during the meeting 
on May 26. Mills 
has been helping 
the city provide for 
open government 
during a time when 
COVID-19 reduces 
the ability for 
people to gather in 

large groups safely. 
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Williston City Manager Scott Lippmann is seen attending the last meeting of 
the Williston City Council in his managerial capacity. This was an 
emergency meeting called by Mayor Jerry Robinson to deal with the 
relatively sudden loss of a city manager in Williston. 
 

 
City Council members Debra Jones and Elihu Ross are seen just before the 
start of the meeting. Only Councilman Ross exercised the recommended 
personal hygiene to reduce the spread of COVID-19 by wearing a facemask 
inside the City Council chambers that late afternoon. 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
City Council President Charles Goodman and City Councilwoman Debra 
Jones prepare themselves before the start of the meeting. 
 

 
City Councilwoman Marguerite Robinson, City Council Vice President 
Justin Head (center) and Mayor Jerry Robinson are seen just before the 
start of the meeting. The mayor and vice president are seen here failing to 
follow CDC guidelines for personal hygiene to reduce the spread of COVID-
19. 
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Williston City Clerk Latricia Wright looks at her computer screen just 
before the start of the meeting. Like others City Clerk Wright did not wear a 
facemask, thereby increasing the odds to spread COVID-19, according to 
scientists’ evaluations of how contagious this unique virus is in comparison 
with other contagious diseases. 
 
     The 4-1 vote, with City Council President Charles D. Goodman as the dissenter, 
resulted after a motion by City Councilwoman Debra Jones was seconded by City 
Councilman Elihu Ross. City Council Vice President Justin Head and City 
Councilwoman Marguerite Robinson were the other Williston municipal leaders voting 
in the affirmative. 
     Williston Mayor Jerry Robinson, who has no power to vote but who serves in other 
manners in the leadership of the city, called the emergency meeting upon the request of 
President Goodman. Goodman explained that he realized the city would be without an 
interim city manager after City Manager Scott Lippmann leaves the post at 4 p.m. this 
Friday (May 29), however the city charter allows only the mayor to call an emergency 
meeting -- unless the City Council at a regular meeting has the foresight to do so 
beforehand. 
     The Williston City Council regularly meets twice a month. 
     Goodman opened the discussion by telling the other four City Council members that 
City Planner (Community Development and Grants Manager) Jackie Gorman had sent 
him an email with her résumé and her notation that she would be willing to serve as the 
interim city manager, as well as wanting to be appointed to the post of city manager. 
     The majority of City Council members said they prefer letting Gorman lead the 
planning and zoning department (Community Development Department), and there 
was mention of the city leaders recently having asked Gorman to accept more of a role 
with the volunteer in the city’s Board Of Adjustment and Code Enforcement. 
     The City Council members all said they are very pleased with Gorman’s work in her 
current capacity. 
     As reasons for the emergency meeting, Mayor Robinson said he would like to appoint 
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an interim city manager, set a salary range for the next city manager, create a list of 
expected duties and a method for advertising to move forward with a selection of the 
next city manager. 
     Discussion by the city leaders reflected that City Manager Lippmann had reached an 
annual salary of $70,000 with benefits over his seven-year term. After more discussion, 
the City Council decided the low end of a starting annual salary was $65,000, with no 
upper limit set. As for the duties of the next city manager, there is a three-page 
document that shows what the current city manager was responsible to do. 
     Finer points of the next city manager’s duties are scheduled for discussion at the next 
regular meeting of Williston City Council. 
     Outgoing City Manager Lippmann has accepted another job, and that is why he 
resigned. While his contract calls for a 30-day notice, the City Council on the previous 
Tuesday night allowed for his departure to be on Friday (May 29) at his request. 
     As for WPD Chief Strow, he will not be allowed to hold both the offices as police chief 
and as city manager, City Attorney Frederick L. Koberlein Jr. explained via the 
telephone conference method. The Florida Constitution prohibits that. 
     And while President Goodman wanted to keep Strow’s pay at the police chief salary, 
the city’s human resources rules require an increase when a worker must perform 
outside of their normal duties in a role. 
     As a result, for the time during his appointment as Interim City Manager Strow, the 
chief will be paid at the existing city manager rate. 
     Meanwhile, WPD Deputy Police Chief Terry Boivard will become Acting WPD Police 
Chief Boivard. Mayor Robinson in his duties with the police chief and fire chief, will be 
conferring with Boivard as he had with Chief Strow. 
     As for City Planner Gorman, as the process unfolds for choosing the next city 
manager in Williston, she is bound to be in the mix of some number of candidates, given 
that she maintains her previously expressed desire. Before the relatively stable past 
seven years of one city manager, Williston went through a storied list of city managers in 
the past two decades. 
     An idea of using the Range Riders to help Williston City Council select the next city 
manager was dismissed after some brief discussion. That conversation included an 
attempt to recount the historic trail of city managers over the past couple of decades in 
Williston, by the memories of various City Council members and other people in the 
room who volunteered their input. 
     Range Riders generally are retired and respected local government managers with 
long experience in the profession. Previous Williston City Councils have used the group, 
and the previous city leaders have chosen a city manager without that assistance before 
too. 
     City Clerk Latricia Wright was tasked with preparing information to help Williston 
City Council at its next meeting, which will be a regular meeting, on June 2 starting at 6 
p.m. in Williston City Hall, as those leaders work toward replacing what will then be 
former City Manager Lippmann. 
     That June 2 meeting is anticipated to include an allowance for a few members of the 
press and the public in the City Council meeting room that is relatively confined. 
     The city had been able to show strong success in conducting a virtual meeting, where 
people did not have to be in the room to see and hear what was going on, but that option 
appears to have vanished as of Tuesday afternoon. 
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     The new method for the public to hear those meetings appears to be by calling in via 
telephone. The Levy County Board of County Commissioners past several meetings with 
that method have proved that the public cannot very well hear what is going on, 
although such a method earlier on that same day did show progress from previous 
attempts by that County Commission. 
     As for the Williston City Council taking recommended hygienic safety precautions 
amongst themselves to prevent the spread of COVID-19, only Councilman Elihu Ross 
wore a facemask. 
     None of the following elected or appointed municipal workers wore masks – despite 
some being easily available from a table at the entrance to City Hall -- Mayor Robinson, 
President Goodman, Vice President Head, Councilwoman Robinson, Police Chief Strow, 
Deputy Chief Boivard, Clerk Wright, Utilities Department Director C.J. Zimoski and I.T. 
Consultant Aaron Mills. Gorman and Koberlein were not present at the meeting place 
that afternoon. 
     The only member of the press in the room who wore a facemask was from 
HardisonInk.com. A few other people from media interests in the room did not wear 
facemasks. 
     The United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is the leading, 
national public health institute in the nation. It is a United States federal agency, under 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and it is headquartered in Atlanta, 
Georgia. 
     In its most recent posting on its website, the CDC notes that recent studies have 
revealed that a significant portion of individuals with COVID-19 lack symptoms 
(“asymptomatic”) and that even those who eventually develop symptoms (“pre-
symptomatic”) can transmit the virus to others before showing symptoms. 
     “This means that the virus can spread between people interacting in close proximity—
for example, speaking, coughing, or sneezing—even if those people are not exhibiting 
symptoms,” the CDC notes. “In light of this new evidence, CDC recommends wearing 
cloth face coverings in public settings where other social distancing measures are 
difficult to maintain (e.g., grocery stores and pharmacies) especially in areas of 
significant community-based transmission.” 
     Tiny droplets of moisture coming from a person breathing, speaking, sneezing or 
coughing can carry the microscopic COVID-19 and cause a nearby person to become 
sick, to the point of needing hospitalization, and even to the point of death from 
symptoms of COVID-19. 
     The death toll from COVID-19 is approaching a landmark as it will be noted very soon 
to have caused 100,000 Americans to die so far -- since March. More than 2,200 of 
those fatalities are Floridians, according to national and state public health records. 
     As of May 26, there was one death reported in Dixie County from COVID-19. In the 
Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties there have been 86 active cases of 
COVID-19 reported as of May 26 by the Florida Department of Health. 

 


