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Vacation rentals approved to open in 
Levy County today; 

Bar owner says why she wants to reopen 
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By Jeff M. Hardison © May 20, 2020 at 4:10 p.m. 
     BRONSON – The Tuesday morning (May 19) meeting of the Levy County Board of 
County Commissioners was not able to be heard much for people calling in to listen via 
the teleconference version. 
     Nevertheless, follow-up research shows today there is some happy news, even if not 
every businessowner is back in business. 
     County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks in a Wednesday afternoon (May 20) 
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telephone interview said the County Commission appreciates Gov. DeSantis approving 
the county’s plan to open up vacation rental properties that people own in various parts 
of Levy County. 
     “We sent our plan in on Friday (May 15),” Chairman Brooks said, “and it was 
approved on Wednesday (today, May 20). See, sometimes the government does move 
fast.” 
     In addition to the phone call, Chairman Brooks sent an email noting “It is with great 
pride I get to deliver the news of being OPEN FOR BUSINESS! In record time, the State 
Department of Business and Profession Regulation, under the leadership of Halsey 
Beshears and our Governor Ron DeSantis has now given the stamp of approval on our 
county vacation rentals. THANK YOU” THANK YOU! 
     “I want to especially thank my fellow County Commissioners for continuing the fight 
daily to open all businesses in our county,” Brooks added. “I am so proud to serve with 
these folks that have such a passion and drive to make our county the best it can be. 
John Meeks, Mike Joyner, Lilly Rooks and Rock Meeks. Thank you so much for serving 
and supporting this great county and these efforts! 
     “Thank you to our Emergency Operation Center (Emergency Management) team, 
Levy Tourism Team and to the Vacation Rental Owners that have been making contacts 
and providing support as well,” Brooks added. “And thank you to our state 
representatives for getting on calls and having our back in this drive to reopen to 
recover! 
     “We are almost there folks!” Brooks noted “Let's keep it up! Be safe and have a great 
holiday weekend everybody! We must still abide by the CDC guidelines, practice social 
distancing and remain in groups no larger than 10.” 
     Beyond the success with vacation rentals being opened in Levy County now, the 
county does want all business owners who remain partially or completely closed, he 
added, to be able to resume their opportunity to get a revenue stream flowing through 
their enterprises now. 
     One industry that remains closed in Florida is bars. 
     There are not many bars in Levy County. 
     One bar owner in Levy County is Judi Yaeger, the owner of The Junction Tavern of 
Williston. Yaeger is well-known for her community support – including several years of 
service on the Levy County Fair Association Board of Directors. 
      Before the Tuesday meeting of the County Commission, Yaeger sent Chairman 
Brooks, who is also from Williston, an email to express her opinion about Gov. DeSantis’ 
keeping bars closed in Florida to reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
     The chairman read the email during the meeting, and there were other people at the 
meeting who shared their dismay about owning bars and rental property that have seen 
zero income since mid-March. 
     Brooks said during the times when he visited The Junction Tavern, he saw it as being 
more like an AmVets’ post kind of bar. He saw retirees and veterans. The Junction 
Tavern, he said, is not like the nightclubs of South Florida that are attracting 300 
patrons a night. 
     Brooks said he believes there are many regular patrons of The Junction Tavern who 
want to help that business owner to keep her establishment going. 
     In Yaeger’s letter she noted her appreciation to the County Commission for its 
continued efforts to reopen Levy County. 
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     “A few weeks ago, I received your plans that was in Phases with guidelines,” she 
wrote. “I, for one, thought it was an answer to my prayers. Apparently, our Governor did 
not agree, and instead of allowing our Local Government to set a plan in action, he 
choice to make the choices for us, which I do not agree with. We have small numbers 
compared to other Counties, although he is making decisions based on the entire state!” 
     She went on to note that she has owned The Junction Tavern, which is a small beer 
and wine bar in the City of Williston for the past 21 years. She noted that she is a 
businesswoman trying to keep her business alive. 
     “I am very proud of my business,” Yaeger wrote in her email, “and it has taken a long 
time to earn the respect of many people in our amazing small town. I am a very active 
business owner and resident of Williston. I was Senior Vice President of The Levy 
County Fair for at least three years, received the Humanitarian Award twice from the 
City of Williston Police Department and conduct many, many fundraisers for 
individuals, and just this past year provided Christmas to 33 less fortunate children in 
our county.” 
     She noted her success in being able to help the community is thanks to the support of 
her customers and many others. She noted this as proof that it's not just about owning a 
bar. 
     “As of today,” Yaeger noted,” as you are all aware, bars were the first to be closed in 
the State of Florida on March 17. This has caused a huge hardship on myself as well as 
many other small businesses. Trying to keep the business afloat -- paying rent, electric, 
liability insurances and the list goes on besides trying to exist in my personal life.” 
     She added this is not to mention the unemployment issues for her employees. 
     “I am very aware of the seriousness of COVID-19, and I have the ability to have 
customers keep safe distance and take all sanitary measures to keep everyone safe. I am 
confused. And this is not to be taken in a negative way, because I am very happy for the 
small businesses who have continued to provide services to our community such as 
takeout food service, grocery stores, etc., but I don't understand why we (bar owners) 
aren't allowed that privilege. 
     “We don't serve food, only open bottles and serve draft,” Yaeger wrote in her email. 
“To me, I see that as safe if not safer than some of these large businesses who even at 25 
percent capacity exceed my (total) capacity of 49 (people).” 
     She noted her question to Gov. DeSantis is -- Why have bars been singled out from 
opening, compared to all other businesses that have been opened? 
     “In closing I would again like to thank you for hearing my story, but I feel like my 
rights as a tax-paying citizen and business owner are being violated,” she noted. “I only 
pray that this issue can be brought to the Governor's attention and we can move forward 
in opening Levy County.” 

 


