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Bronson preps for 4th of July; 

Weeks wants better record 
of contentious meeting 

 

 
In this photo taken from a video recording of a previous meeting, which was 
provided as a courtesy by the town government, the elected officials seen 
here are (from left) Town Councilman Berlon Weeks, Vice Mayor Jason 
Hunt, Mayor Beatrice Roberts, Town Councilman Aaron Edmondson and 
Town Councilman Robert Partin. The Town Council continues meeting in 
the Levy County Annex Auditorium, which is the former Bronson High 
School. The Dogan Cobb Municipal Building is seen as being too small to 
meet the criteria for safety during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

By Jeff M. Hardison © May 20, 2020 at 9:10 p.m. 
     BRONSON – Bronson Town Council unanimously chose against an invitation from 
the City of Archer for a joint Fourth of July celebration this year, and instead is moving 
toward another Bronson fireworks show. 
     City Clerk Shirley Miller introduced the invitation from Archer to join with the 
Alachua County city to the east of Bronson to have a program at the Bronson Speedway. 
     City Councilman Berlon Weeks and City Councilman Aaron Edmondson said they felt 
this would just benefit Archer. The city clerk had said the Archer offer was just for the 
town to contribute $2,500 and Archer would tend to vendors, as well as provide the 
fireworks show. 
     For the past several years, the Bronson Fire Department has put on a fireworks show 
and the town buys $5,000 worth of fireworks to make it happen at James H. Cobb Park. 
     Mayor Beatrice Roberts said she wants to move forward with the plan to have a 
fireworks show at the park, if the COVID-19 pandemic regulations allow it. 
     On a motion by Edmondson, seconded by Vice Mayor Jason Hunt, to reject the 
Archer proposal, and to move forward with the Fourth of July program, the Bronson 
Town Council approved the action. 
     Bronson Fire Chief Dennis Russell confirmed that this is that the town wants a 
program on the Fourth of July. He was given the go-ahead to begin his plans with a 
presumption that it will be able to happen. 
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     On another matter, Councilman Weeks complained that the minutes from the April 7 
meeting were lacking in detail. 
     After more discussion, when he mentioned two other times in Bronson Town Council 
history where he had some contentious discussions, how those were more completely 
noted, a motion by Weeks, seconded by Hunt, met with a vote of approval. 
     The minutes will include as a separate attachment, the complaints from town workers 
who noted in written complaints their desire for Councilman Weeks to not come to 
Bronson Town Hall, and his written response to their complaints, as well as information 
about a SCOP Grant for road paving that Weeks said he felt was improperly approved. 
     Beyond that, Clerk Miller is going to attempt to type verbatim what Weeks said and 
what others said in regard to accusations against him for alleged harassment of town 
workers, as well as the method for approval of the SCOP Grant. Mayor Roberts and 
Councilman Weeks, however, both spoke at the same time during that heated 
discussion, making the creation of a verbatim transcript difficult. 
     The entire meeting is not going to be revised, but that portion will be more detailed in 
the minutes. 
     Many government entities note that a person who believes there may be a reason to 
contest an action taken at a meeting should take the necessary steps in advance to have 
a verbatim transcript made of a meeting. 

 


