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City manager resigns; 
City clerk gets raise 

 
This picture taken from a live YouTube broadcast of the Williston City 
Council meeting on Tuesday night (May 19) in City Hall. There was some 
coughing heard from the audience on the audio. Seen here (from left) are 
City Council members Marguerite Robinson and Justin Head, Mayor Jerry 
Robinson, City Council members Charles Goodman, Debra Jones and Elihu 
Ross, and on the far right City Clerk Latricia Wright. 
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     WILLISTON – Williston City Manager Scott Lippmann resigned from the city, and 
he will vacate his office at 4 p.m. on May 29 as the result of a 3-1 vote on Tuesday 
afternoon (May 19). 

 
This screen shot shows 11 people who could not hear anything from the City 
Council via GoToMeeting. A financial report from City Finance Officer 
Stephen Bloom was very well transmitted through the GoTo Meeting 
program. No member of the City Council is seen on this program, and no 
City Council member could be heard. 
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     Lippmann said he accepted another job. 
     For that vote, which happened later in the meeting, City Councilman Elihu Ross was 
absent because he left the building. City Council President Charles Goodman, who 
wanted to accept the resignation immediately, was outvoted by his colleagues. 
     Although Lippmann’s contract calls for him giving 30 days of notice, he requested to 
leave sooner if possible, to help time constraints of his future employer. 
     Attempting to hear what was happening at the Williston City Council meeting that 
night via GoToMeeting proved to be an exercise in futility. About 30 minutes into that 
failed attempt of hearing and watching the meeting, the best method was found on 
YouTube – where there was a live video with good audio of the meeting. 
     For that part of the meeting, among the actions leading to the departure of City 
Manager Lippmann on May 29, was a raise for City Clerk Latricia Wright from $42,000 
to $50,000 a year. 
     City Councilwoman Debra Jones’ motion for that raise was seconded by Councilman 
Elihu Ross. Also voting in favor of the raise were City Council members Marguerite 
Robinson Justin Head and Charles Goodman. 
     The 5-0 vote for an $8,000 raise during the six-month review, resulted after 
discussion, which included that Wright is not certified yet as a city clerk. She was hired 
as an interim city clerk at a rate of $47,000 annually, but the City Council cut that pay 
rate back to $42,000. 
     In other matters, Mayor Jerry Robinson led the effort to clean up derelict properties 
in Williston, including via foreclosure on liens for code enforcement fines. 
     One piece of property, formerly housing Winn-Dixie seems destined for the city 
moving on it through legal action to expedite its ceasing to be among the landmark 
eyesores of Williston. 
     A report on the reopening of City Hall for traffic by the public showed Goodman was 
upset that it was not done yet. Goodman complained because Matt Brooks did not 
install plexiglass yet. 
     Goodman said the week-plus since that purchase was approved was unacceptable. He 
said Brooks is not the only supplier of the material needed to complete the project. 
     Lippmann told Goodman that City Hall is not open yet, and it will not reopen until 
the employees are safe. 
     On another contentious matter set to be on the June 2 agenda, the city will decide if it 
have a 4th of July celebration. 
     Lippmann said he is concerned, because right now it looks like Williston is the only 
place in North Central Florida with a plan for fireworks. 
     Williston Police Chief Dennis Strow said Ocala has cancelled its Fourth of July 
celebration for the first time in 50 years. 
     He reminded the city leaders that it takes 32 WPD and other law enforcement officers 
to have a safe parade. 
     The matter was put on Agenda for discussion at the June 2 meeting. Meanwhile Clerk 
Wright was told to not take vendor applications or money in the meantime. 


