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     TRENTON -- A man suspected of killing an uncle and his nephew in Bell on Nov. 5, 2015, 

has been returned to the Gilchrist County Jail, according to records. 

     Eighth Judicial Circuit State Attorney William Cervone announced on April 28, 2017 that a 

man suspected of a double homicide was indicted by the Grand Jury, according to a media 

release from Cervone's office three years ago. 

     Back in 2017, the Gilchrist County Spring Term Grand Jury returned a true bill indicting 

Phillip David Wheeler, now 40. 

     Pursuant to a joint investigation conducted by the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office and the 

Florida Department of Law Enforcement, Wheeler was indicted for first degree murder for the 

unlawful shooting death of Kevin Lawrence Staley, and first degree murder for the unlawful 

shooting death of Kevin Justice Staley, and for armed burglary that happened on Nov. 5, 2015. 

     Those crimes happened in Bell (Gilchrist County), according to records. 

     The finding of a true bill means that the defendant will now be arraigned and will face trial at 

a later date, Cervone said three years ago. Gilchrist County Court Judge Sheree H. Lancaster 

ordered that Wheeler remain in custody -- held with no bond back then. 

     Since that time, Wheeler was in the Florida Department of Corrections as an inmate serving 

time after conviction for other crime. 

      All 20 circuits in Florida are facing challenges with conducting trials due to a need to not 

spread COVID-19. Wheeler faces a maximum penalty of death by execution if he is convicted of 

premeditated first-degree murder, and if the State Attorney’s Office chooses to seek that penalty. 

     Seating 12 jurors and two alternate jurors for a capital trial presents a challenge, because of 

the number of people who must be called to find those qualified jurors for that trial. It is a 

logistical challenge to keep all potential jurors, as well as judicial and law enforcement staff 

members, and the general public, safe from exposure to COVID-19 in any courtroom. 

     As a result of health hazards and the subsequent ruling by the Florida Supreme Court there is 

a suspension of jury trials in Florida until July 2 currently, and even that date may be extended 

further into the future, according to records. 

     Many court proceedings and action are able to be accomplished despite the limits needed for 

safety. Video conferencing, email and other methods are being used now. 


