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Levy County starts drive-through tests; 

2 days remain for free COVID-19 
drive-up testing -May 16 & 18; 
Gilchrist and Dixie counties 
set for drive-through testing too 
-May 19, 20, 26 & 27 

 
Robin Webber (left) and Jeannie Norris of the Florida Department of 
Health, Levy County Unit, take information and test samples on Thursday 
morning (May 14) in the drive-through at Chiefland Elementary School. 
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     CHIEFLAND – The Florida Department of Health (FDOH) in Levy County started 
its four-day session of free drive-through testing for COVID-19 on Thursday (May 14); 
and Dixie and Gilchrist counties are slated to have the same opportunity available too. 
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Levy County Emergency Management Department Director John 
MacDonald starts his morning at the COVID-19 Drive-Through Test Site in 
Chiefland. 
 
 
Bernadette Allen (left) of the FDOH Levy County Unit and Sandra Clyatt 

Meekins of the FDOH 
Dixie County Unit 
prepare to start their 
day of working as part 
of the whole team at 
the event. Other FDOH 
members participating 
that day included (but 
not pictured) FDOH 
Levy Unit Director of 
Nursing Elizabeth 
Powers, Preparedness 
Planner Mark 
Johnson, and FDOH 
Levy Unit staff 
members Tammy 
Lanier, Emily Lock and 
Kyle Roberts. 
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Roger Noriega of the FDOH Levy County Unit prepares to welcome people 
arriving at the drive-through test site. He is under a tent provided by Levy 
County Emergency Management. 
 

 
(from left) Levy County Emergency Management Planner II Leatha Keene, 
County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks and Levy County Emergency 
Management Assistant Director David Peaton are seen at the event 
Thursday morning. 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
Some of the people arriving for free testing are attended to as they remain 
in vehicles. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a top-down view of one of the tents at the testing site. 
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The layout of most of the testing area Thursday morning during a slack time 
shows plenty of space between stations where samples were collected. Each 
person was able to complete their short information forms and be tested 
within minutes after being seen by FDOH medical staff. 
 
     The first tests were administered at Chiefland Elementary School, in the drive-
through bus pickup site next to the school on Northwest 10th Avenue. 
     Just as will be the procedure in the following drive-through tests, people who show 
no symptoms of COVID-19 will be administered the oral version of the test. 
     People who have COVID-19 symptoms such as fever, chills, shortness of breath or 
difficulty breathing, cough, muscle pain, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell, nausea, 
vomiting, or diarrhea – will be administered the nasal version of the test. 
     The United States Department of Health reminds all people that they should seek 
immediate medical attention if they develop emergency warning signs for COVID-19 — 
like trouble breathing, persistent pain or pressure in the chest, or bluish lips or face. 
     As for the test at the elementary school in Chiefland, it went smoothly as members of 
the FDOH were assisted in their mission by the entire staff of the Levy County 
Emergency Management Department – Director John MacDonald, Assistant Director 
David Peaton and Planner II Leatha Keene. 
     County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks was onsite as well to observe the 
procedure. 
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     FDOH Tri-County Units Administrator Barbara Locke remained at the 
office to hold the fort down in Bronson. Meanwhile, FDOH Levy Unit 
Director of Nursing Elizabeth Powers led the team in Chiefland on 

Thursday (May 14). 
     Following is information about the 
remaining days of free tests. Drive-
through COVID-19 testing is at the 
following locations at the listed dates. 
All of the Levy County days will be from 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Friday, May 15 
Williston Elementary School Bus 
Loop behind the School 
 
Saturday, May 16 
Bronson Middle/High School 
Student Parking Area by the Gym 
 
Monday, May 18 
Yankeetown School Schoolcraft 
Drive at Levy County Road 40 
West 
 

Tuesday, May 19 
3-6 p.m. -- Old Town United 
Methodist Church (on the east side 
of U.S. Highway 19, just north of 
the traffic light) 
 
Wednesday, May 20 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. – The former Dixie 
County High School in Cross City 
(on the east side of U.S. Highway 
19, just north of McDonald’s) 
 
Tuesday, May 26 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. – Trenton High 
School bus loop 
 
Wednesday, May 27 
3-6 p.m. – Bell High School bus 
loop 

     Here are details and instructions for all three counties’ drive-through 
testing: 
     ● Testing will be free of charge. No appointment is required, and the 
testing is available to all residents 18 years or older. 
     ● Parents or guardians with children under 18 should contact their 
pediatrician or the Florida Department of Health in Levy County for 
information about testing. 
     ● This IS NOT an antibody or rapid test. 
     ● Instructions for how you will receive your results will be provided at 
the testing sites. 
     ● You will be requested to stay in your vehicle during the testing process. 
     ● Please refrain from eating or drinking for approximately one hour 
before the test. If you must drink something, please only drink water. 
     ● No ID is required, but you will be required to provide your name, 
address, contact phone number, and brief medical history. 
     ● Signs will be posted to direct residents to the proper area. 
     ● Wait times will vary. 
     ● Testing dates are subject to change due to inclement weather 
     People who have questions about these tests are invited to contact the 
Florida Department of Health in Levy County at 352-486-5300. 


