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Free Range 
Deer 

 
This deer seen on the 
edge of some woods in 
the Tri-County Area of 
Levy County, Dixie 
County or Gilchrist 
County on Mother’s Day 
2020 (Sunday, May 10) 
looks at a photographer. 
Relatively unaware that 
people in this neck of the 
woods are inclined to kill 
and eat deer, the quasi-
domesticated animal did 

perceive a potential threat and quickly hopped over a palmetto and scampered into the 
nearby forest. Yes, Phoebe Buffay (the character in Friends), the 1923 book Bambi, a 
Life in the Woods by Austrian author Felix Salten (and the 1942 animated movie Bambi 
by Walt Disney, where the Austrian deer is transformed from the book’s version into a 
white-tailed deer, like this one, but which is unknown in Austria), is not an entirely 
happy story from a deer’s perspective. 
Photo By Jeff M. Hardison © May 13, 2020 at 9:10 a.m. 

Flea Market And Flowers 

 
The vehicles seen parked above are among the many that brought people to the 
Chiefland Farmers Flea Market Saturday and Sunday (May 9 and 10). Flea Market 
owners Sonny and Lydia Griffeth noted on social media their appreciation to the dealers 
and visitors for making this a successful reopening. The Chiefland Farmers Flea Market 
is open Saturdays and Sundays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
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Going from a more distant view to a closer view, yellow and purple flowers 
dominate the scene in a field in the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and 
Gilchrist counties. Spring continues to bring the wonders of wildflowers in 

Florida. 

 
Photos by Jeff 
M. Hardison © 
May 10, 2020 
at 7:10 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HardisonInk.com 
Stephen Cool Bird Provides A Fly-By 

 
These three photos of the swallow-tailed kite named Stephen Cool Bird by 
one observer capture the feathered friend as he performs a fly-by over The 
Ink Pad recently. The Ink Pad is in the unrecorded subdivision known as 
Jemlands in Levy County, between Carter's Crossroads and Fowler's Bluff. 

 
All three pictures show the bird looking at the lens, including in the last 
picture where the swallow-tailed kite provides an over-the-shoulder 'I am a 
model' type of photo op. In the top picture, the swallow-tailed kite is seen in 
a traditional pose for that species. In the center shot, Stephen Cool Bird is 
showing his rocket style of flying, in honor of the upcoming launch of 
humans in a SpaceX vehicle set for blast-off in late May from Florida. 
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A few days earlier, seven swallow-tailed kites were flying around the area 
together. They glided and circled with all of the grace and style one might 
anticipate from these birds. The swallow-tailed kite is a pernine raptor 
which breeds from the southeastern United States to eastern Peru and 
northern Argentina. It is the only species in the genus Elanoides. The kites 
eat all kinds of insects and small animals, including frogs, anoles and 
snakes. By early July, they begin to gather in large communal roosts for the 
migration back to South America. The future of swallow-tailed kites 
depends on protection of lowland forests throughout their breeding range, 
according to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 
Fisheating Creek (Highlands-Glades counties) is an important staging area 
for swallow-tailed kites before their migration to South America in August, 
according to the FWC. Jeff M. Hardison, a former editor of the Glades 
County Democrat, earned awards from the Florida Press Association and 
the Florida Press Club for his series of stories and photos in the 1980s 
regarding Fisheating Creek being among the sovereign lands that are 
owned by all of the people of Florida. 
Photos by Jeff M. Hardison © May 9, 2020 at 5:10 p.m. 
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