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     GILCHRIST COUNTY – Otter Springs Park and Campground in Gilchrist County, and all 

of the other parks in the county became unanimously approved by the Gilchrist County Board of 

County Commissioners today (May 1) for reopening after a meeting today, County 

Administrator Bobby Crosby said. 

     There are qualifiers for each park, including at Hart Springs, Crosby said. 

     Hart Springs Park Campground is now open, he said for camping reservations. Please visit 

“ReserveAmerica” to book a campsite. However, at Hart Springs, the Day Park will open for 

business on May 20. Crosby said that after closing the Day Park part of Hart Springs, the county 

needed until May 20 to bring staffing up to the level that is needed. 

     At Otter Springs, Park Manager Debbie Destin said this is a “soft opening” today (May 1). No 

cabins are open for rentals in the campgrounds; however, RV spaces are open for 

rental. There are pavilions at Otter Springs Park and Campground open for rental, 

Destin said. 

     As many as 10 people can rent a pavilion for use for half of a day, and then some other 

group of up to 10 people will have that pavilion rented. 

     Otter Springs Park and Campground is the future home of Camp Valor. To see more about 

this park and campground, click on the Camp Valor ad on any of the seven pages of 

HardisonInk.com. 

     At Ginnie Springs, which reopened today, there are going to be precautionary methods 

to reduce the spread of COVID-19. 

     At Ginnie Springs the following precautionary steps are in place and visitors are asked to 

please be prepared when they arrive. 

     There is a check-in process as an outside, open-air process.  Day admission guests will check-

in at the toll booth or on the front porch of the general store. Campers will check-in at the guard 

gate or on the front porch of the general store. 

     All rentals will be handled at the outdoor tube rental area. Some items will not be rented, they 

are -- masks and snorkels, fins, wetsuits, wetsuit boots and hoods, regulators, BC’s. 

     Tubes, canoes, kayaks and paddle boards are still available to rent. 

     The number of guests inside the general store will be limited. 

     Operators at the park ask that each guest who is 18 years and older fill out the waiver before 

arrival. 

     Click HERE for the waiver. 

     Please make admission payment to enter Ginnie Springs with a credit or debit card if 

possible. 

     While visiting, please practice social distancing. 

     As the situation surrounding COVID-19 is constantly changing, the park administrators will 

continue to keep the Ginnie Springs website and social media outlets updated with the latest 

park information. 

     Gilchrist County Administrator Crosby said the Gilchrist County Park at State Road Park on 

the Gilchrist County side of the Santa Fe River is open for visitors as well – as of today’s 

unanimous vote by the Gilchrist County Commission. Crosby reminds everyone that Gov. Ron 

DeSantis advised people to wear facemasks when they are in situations where they foresee a 

strong likelihood of being unable to maintain six-feet of separation between one another. 

https://waivermaster.com/sign.html?q=MGINNIESPRINGS

