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Bronson Town Council meets in 
auditorium 

 
In this photo created from a video that is part of the public record, seen 
here (from left) are Town Councilman Berlon Weeks, Town Councilman 
Jason Hunt, Mayor Beatrice Roberts and Town Councilman Aaron 
Edmondson. Town Councilman Robert Partin arrived late. 
Photo From Video Provided After A Public Records Request 
 
By Jeff M. Hardison © April 9, 2020 at 5:10 p.m. 
     BRONSON – The Bronson Town Council met Tuesday night (April 7) in the former 
Bronson High School Auditorium, which is now part of the Levy County Annex. 
     Town Councilman Robert Partin arrived late to the meeting. 
     To keep people as safe as possible while this town’s government leaders performed 
their municipal duties, the meeting was held in the room where the Levy County Board 
of County Commissioners had just completed its meeting earlier that same day. 
     Meanwhile, starting an hour earlier than the Bronson Town Council that night, the 
Williston City Council conducted a very successful meeting that was entirely virtual with 
Williston City Council members, the mayor and city staff, as well as all of the audience 
sharing information verbally and through text or emails. 
     Everyone communicated live over the Internet. 
     So far in the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties, Williston is the 
only municipality to succeed in this virtual meeting venture. 
     As for the Bronson Town Council meeting, Ray Samec received some degree of 
approval on a development he is working on. It is named Flying Pig Development. Ray 
and Heidi Samec are both noted as being part of that project. The couple intends to 
replat and subdivide into half-acre lots some 5.76 acres (more or less) on East Main 
Street for residences, according to what is noted in public records, and according to 
discussions at previous Town Council meetings. 
     One matter dominated and overshadowed all other action of the night. 
     Members of the Bronson Town staff want Town Councilman Berlon Weeks to only 
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communicate with them via telephone or email, and not in person, according to 
documents and what was said during the April 7 meeting, which was recorded on video. 
     This set of requests from Town Clerk Shirley Miller, Deputy Town Clerk Melisa Cook 
(formerly Melisa Thompson), Bronson Utility Clerk Nikki Keller and Bronson Public 
Works Director Curtis Stacy included typed and signed statements by each person 
explaining how and why they felt Councilman Weeks created a hostile work 
environment by his presence, including Weeks allegedly yelling and cussing on March 
19. 
     During the April 7 meeting, Stacy pointed out that he has seen difficulty from Weeks 
since that town councilman took office in March of 2019. 
     Last Friday (April 3), Bronson Mayor Beatrice Roberts took executive action 
regarding town workers expressing in writing their dismay, especially after a March 19 
encounter with Weeks at Town Hall. 
     “In the interest of maintaining the peace, harmony and operating efficiency of Town 
government,” Mayor Roberts noted, “I am hereby directing that effective immediately 
there be no personal contact between Councilman Weeks and Town Hall personnel.” 
     In her executive order, the mayor noted there may be more action regarding what 
appears to be an ongoing issue, although her action ended as of the April 7 meeting. In 
the meantime, she noted that communication between Weeks and the other parties is to 
be channeled through Town Attorney Steven Warm and Mayor Roberts. 
     During the April 7 meeting, Weeks said he will not visit Town Hall and will 
communicate with town workers only through email, with Town Attorney Warm being 
copied. 
     The March 19 incident came to be when Weeks went to Town Hall extremely agitated 
by seeing what he felt was improper procedure for applying for a grant to pave two roads 
by using Florida Department of Transportation Small Counties Outreach Program 
(SCOP) grant funding. 
     To best capture the actual flavor of the April 7 meeting, there are two videos shown 
below. These are outtakes from the meeting. What viewers and listeners will hear is not 
unusual for Bronson Town Council meetings. 
     There are times when one council member will be speaking, and another member of 
that municipal body of leaders starts talking over the person. Another thing noticed in 
these two clips is Town Clerk Miller seeking relief from having to be a referee between 
warring members of the Town Council. 
     One female employee said she is not reading her written statement unless or until she 
hires an attorney. Nevertheless, she asked the Town Council to consider hiring a human 
resources firm because the treatment she has seen so far is untenable. She believes 
retaliation is relatively likely from what she has seen already. 
     Mayor Roberts said she called the Florida League of Cities in an attempt to seek help 
with this human resources’ issue. Due to COVID-19, Roberts said, there has been no 
answer from that league. 
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https://youtu.be/vsKg37qeKyc 
In this video, which is part of the public record from the Bronson Town 
Council meeting of April 7, Town Clerk Shirley Miller begins speaking about 
how Councilman Berlon Weeks and Councilman Jason Hunt have upset 
her. Weeks then responds by saying that he did not believe there was an 
open discussion about seeking a Small Counties Outreach Program grant 
from the Florida Department of Transportation. The Pine Terrace SCOP 
grant proposal, he said, has been voted down by previous Town Council 
members because there is no water and sewer service there. He argues that 
building a road, only to have to tear it up to put in pipes is not a good 
management plan. Weeks said he became upset, but that he apologized to 
Miller. Then, as Mayor Beatrice Roberts attempted to note that Miller has 
the power as clerk to seek SCOP grants, as people will hear in this video, 
Weeks does not let her continue her message. Weeks began speaking a few 
times as the mayor also spoke about another road being considered for 
paving with SCOP funds. The mayor said she told Miller to ask the engineer 
what to do about applying for both projects. Since the deadline to send 
FDOT the first and second ranked roads for the SCOP grant was before the 
next Town Council meeting, the mayor told Miller to ask Town Council 
members to rank the roads for SCOP first and second. Weeks said he felt an 
email from the clerk asking each Council member to choose first and 
second was not proper procedure. Councilman Aaron Edmondson told 
Weeks that no member of the Bronson Town Council ever should be 
mistreating the women who are town employees. Weeks said that after his 
term expires, he will not seek reelection. However, since the people elected 
him, Weeks said he must complete his term. Weeks thinks he was selected 
for the office, because the voters know he holds people accountable. 
Edmondson said Weeks has resigned from Town Council before. Weeks 
said that was to accept an opportunity. Weeks and Edmondson then strayed 
away from the point of how this issue with the perception of town workers 
feeling harassed by Weeks as they began talking about the choices for a 
future fire station to serve Bronson. 
 

https://youtu.be/VnqS_37GPgU 
In this video clip, Town Councilman Berlon Weeks opens by stating that he 
asked Town Clerk Shirley Miller to have budget figures for paving and other 
matters related to a road that has proved to be a point of contention 
between different Town Council members. Mayor Beatrice Roberts states 
the town already has applied for FDOT SCOP funding for Pine Lane and 
Wilson Avenue. Councilman Jason Hunt asks about a nearby retention 
pond ownership. At this point, Weeks notes he disagrees with the manner 
in which the FDOT SCOP grant application was completed. He mentioned 
that the town has $150,000 dedicated for paving on its own, beyond any 
future state grant. Councilman Weeks and Mayor Roberts have a heated 
discussion, which includes an issue from more than a decade ago about the 
use of millings. 

https://youtu.be/vsKg37qeKyc
https://youtu.be/VnqS_37GPgU
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     The mayor said she would like people to treat one another as they would like to be 
treated. Roberts asked everyone to please act like adults. 
     On at least one occasion, Weeks told all listeners that he has conferred with one or 
more attorneys in regard to what he considers a violation of the Open Government laws, 
because he sees the clerk acting as an intermediary to collect votes on which of two 
roads should be placed first and second on SCOP grant applications. 
     Town Attorney Warm, who was attending via telephonic conference call, did not 
weigh in on that issue during this meeting. 
     The point of what to do about Weeks working with town employees did not reach an 
actual resolution other than the Town Council voting 3-2 to install cameras with audio 
capability in every office of Town Hall. This safety measure is also good for capturing a 
record of points when any irate resident or other visitor enters town hall and interacts 
with Bronson town staff. 
     COVID-19 restrictions, now, however are keeping most people out of Town Hall. 
Town business is conducted by people dropping payments in a drop box, and there is 
open communication with people via telephone and email. 
     During the April 7 meeting, Councilman Hunt said he believes, like Weeks, that the 
town should have a town manager as the leader of day-to-day operations in Bronson. 
Then, the Town Council would give the town manager directions, and he or she would 
see that the employees get the jobs done. 
     Hunt offered this statement after there was a request for the town to hire an 
independent contractor to help with human resource issues, such as the one where 
Weeks has been accused of harassing and intimidating town staff. 
     “So, you’re saying that since we don’t know how to treat town employees, we should 
hire a city manager,” Mayor Roberts said. “Where are we going to get that money?” 
     Further discussion led to a request for guidance from Town Attorney Warm. He 
suggested the offended town workers tell the Town Council what remedy they want. 
That suggestion fell through. Public Works Director Stacy said he felt the town workers 
should not have to do that. 
     Eventually, Warm clarified that the only way to remove an elected Town Council 
member is by an executive order of the governor or by a recall election, brought forth by 
the voters in the town. 
      One option that might occur is going to be the installation of video-audio equipment 
in Bronson Town Hall. 
     Councilman Edmondson made a motion to install video cameras with audio 
capabilities in every office of Town Hall. The motion passed 3-2 with councilmen Weeks 
and Hunt voting “No.” 
     With the meeting held in the auditorium, a practice of people calling out from the 
audience can be noticed in these two videos. Also, the act of individuals who are 
speaking trying to talk over another speaker can be noticed. These have been common 
practices for Bronson Town Council meetings for at least one year now. 

 


