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Williston’s virtual City Council meeting 

succeeds 

By Jeff M. Hardison © April 8, 2020 at 4:10 p.m. 

     WILLISTON – The virtual Williston City Council meeting Tuesday night (April 7) was a 

resounding success, with 23 people participating – all from afar and not in City Hall, Williston 

City Manager Scott Lippmann said Wednesday afternoon. 

     While people could participate verbally or via instant email, Williston City Attorney Frederick 

L. Koberlein Jr. advised the City Council that two public hearings could not be held. The limits 

from meeting virtually were not completely overcome in that regard. 

     As a result, the public hearing that would have been the second reading to an ordinance of the 

city of Williston, amending the official zoning map of the city pursuant to an application for a 

zoning change for Camella Plantation Phase 2, converting the zoning from County Residential to 

City Residential, as submitted by City Planner Jackie Gorman, must wait. 

     The second public hearing relates to the reading of a proposed change to the Williston City 

Charter, where the City Council members would be compensated $400 a month rather than 

$200 a month, with the Council president receiving $500 a month rather than $250 a month. 

     City Manager Lippmann said that although this public hearing was delayed due to the legal 

insufficiency resulting from the first-ever completely virtual City Council meeting, there is not a 

big problem. This ballot issue will be a “Yes” or “No” vote by the qualified voters of Williston in 

the election set for August. 

     There is time to go through the process to put this on the ballot in a timely manner, he said. 

     As for other matters that remained on the agenda Tuesday night, Williston Deputy Police 

Chief Terry Bovaird was appointed as the replacement for former Williston Deputy Police Chief 

Clay Connolly as a member of the Chapter 185 Pension Board. 

     A resolution approving a public transportation agreement between the Florida Department of 

Transportation and the city was agreed upon. 

     The general aviation terminal apron (the parking and tie-down area behind the bulk hanger) 

has been used extensively for many years. It needs a complete rehabilitation due to wear and 

tear. This agreement will fully fund the design of the project at no cost to the city. 

     The estimated total cost of the Project is $130,523, which will be fully covered through the 

grant. 

     Of special interest to some Williston Utility customers is the City Council’s decision to not 

impose late fees or cutoff utility service for delinquent accounts through April 30. 

     City Manager Lippmann said the municipal leaders understand how some people are going to 

suffer significant financial loss as a result of losing jobs from the COVID-19 emergency. While 

people will be given leeway, Lippmann said all utility customers are asked to please pay their 

bills if they can. 

     If people can only pay a portion of the bill, he added, that will help them in the not-too-

distant future as that bill continues to mount with more utility usage, which will have to be paid 

for as well as the delayed collection for utility service. 

     As for the future of Williston City Council. Incoming Councilwoman Debra Jones is scheduled 

to join Mayor Jerry Robinson and City Councilman Charles Goodman to take the oath of office. 

     That “swearing-in” ceremony is currently scheduled to be in Williston City Hall on April 14 

starting at 6 p.m. Currently, it is projected that Levy County Judge J.T. “Tim” Browning will 

perform the duty. 
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     Mayor Robinson, Councilman Goodman and Councilwoman Jones are the only three people 

who wanted to be elected to three open posts on Williston City Council, according to 

information provided Jan. 17 by Williston City Clerk Latricia Wright. 

     Mayor Robinson was the only candidate for mayor. 

     The only candidate interested in Seat D of City Council was incumbent City Councilman 

Goodman, Wright noted. 

     Councilwoman Jones will be replacing City Council President Nancy Wininger. 

     During a very short meeting after the induction ceremony on April 14, the City Council will 

choose the new president and vice president for the coming 12 months. Vice President 

Marguerite Robinson currently holds that title. 

     The other members of the Williston City Council are Councilman Elihu Ross and Councilman 

Justin Head. 

     The next regular meeting of the Williston City Council is set to start at 6 p.m. on April 21. It 

will be entirely virtual, just as the April 7 meeting was. More information for people who want to 

“attend” and participate in the meeting is set to be available on HardisonInk.com and elsewhere 

before that meeting. 


