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Levy County Commission votes 3-2 favoring  
‘No Build’ resolution regarding toll roads 

By Jeff M. Hardison © April 7, 2020 at 12:10 p.m. 
     BRONSON – By a 3-2 vote, the Levy County Commission voted Tuesday (April 7) in favor of a 
“No Build” resolution regarding the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) building a toll 
road through Levy County. 
     The motion to adopt the “No Build” resolution was made by County Commissioner Mike Joyner 
and seconded by Commissioner Lilly Rooks. Commissioner John Meeks was the third commissioner 
voting to approve it. 
     County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks and County Commissioner Rock Meeks, who are the 
two county commissioners on two tasks forces for two proposed toll roads through Levy County and 
other counties, voted against the resolution. 
     The five members of the Levy County Commission, during the April 7 meeting, heard from FDOT 
representatives who told them that a “No Build” vote would not necessarily stop the road from going 
through Levy County, although it would be part of the matter considered by the FDOT. 
     During the discussion, Chairman Brooks said he might vote for “No Build” by the now-extended 
date of Nov. 15 for input from the two task forces to Gov. Ron DeSantis, however he understood this is 
not the time during the process to cast that vote. 
     Despite the FDOT explaining clearly that there would be opportunities for Levy County to seek 
enhancements for the county as part of this project, in the meantime during the process, including 
improvements to other roads leading to Gainesville hospitals, Rooks, who led the fight against ever 
building the road through Levy County, said she is against it now and would not change her decision. 
     Commissioner Joyner on a couple of occasions said he was elected to represent the people of Levy 
County, and he heard the people of this county do not want the road. 
     When Rooks asked if this road would make Levy County become like the metropolitan Tampa Bay 
Area, she was told by the FDOT that Levy County can guide how it develops by using comprehensive 
growth management plans. This did not change her view that the potential toll roads through Levy 
County would cause this county to become too metropolitan for her taste. 
     One of her first complaints against the development was that it would take people in Cedar Key 
even longer than the hour and a half it takes them now to get to Gainesville’s hospitals, where they 
already must wait days to be admitted. 
     During his part in the discussion, Chairman Brooks noted that he has succeeded in including areas 
of avoidance such as Goethe State Forest for the state to consider as it gathers information leading to 
where to build. 
     Just before the vote, Commissioner Rock Meeks said he does not see the value of him continuing to 
attend the next five task force meetings, given that Levy County already has reached the “No Build” 
option. The FDOT spokespersons tried to help the County Commission understand that the road-
building process for Florida is currently in the study aspect part of the process. 
     The state is asking task force members to reach out to their communities to find factors to consider, 
such as the value of the environment in Goethe State Forest. The FDOT is not going to skip steps in 
the process, the Levy County Commission was told. 
     Nevertheless, despite being told this is too early to vote “No Build,” it was by a 3-2 vote, with the 
two task force members voting not to adopt the resolution, the other three commissioners – Joyner, 
Rooks and John Meeks approved the resolution. 
     This vote to not build will not stop the road from going through Levy County, although it is 
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something the FDOT and governor will consider as the process continues. 
     Before making his vote against the resolution, Chairman Brooks said he applauds Rooks for her 
taking a stand now; however, from his perspective as a representative of Levy County on the task 
force, the “No Build” option would not be proper to choose until the Nov. 15 extended deadline for 
task forces to give the governor their guiding principles. That deadline was extended beyond the Oct. 1 
previous deadline for this part of the process. 
     The resolution approved April 7 by a 3-2 Levy County Commission vote shows that during its 2019 
session, the Florida Legislature passed Committee Substitute for Senate Bill 7068, which was signed 
into law by Gov. DeSantis on May 17,2019. to create the Multi-use Corridors of Regional Economic 
Significance (M-CORES) Program within the FDOT. 
     The stated purpose of the M-CORES Program "is to revitalize rural communities, encourage job 
creation, and provide regional connectivity while leveraging technology, enhancing quality of life and 
public safety, and protecting the environment and natural resources." 
     The M-CORES Program proposes to extend certain transportation corridors within the state as 
tolled facilities and approved turnpike projects as part of the FDOT turnpike system in order to fulfill 
its stated purpose, which corridors include the Suncoast Connector and the Northern Turnpike 
Connector. 
     Levy County is among the counties included in the proposed 
extension areas of the Suncoast Connector and the Northern Turnpike Connector. 
     The resolution notes that the people of Levy County and Levy County Commission value the 
environmental assets in the county, including Manatee Springs, Fanning Springs, the Suwannee River 
and other water bodies, and the Goethe Forest, the Lower Suwannee Wildlife Refuge, the Cedar Key 
State Preserve and Waccasassa Bay State Preserve, all of which provide valuable habitat to plants and 
wildlife. 
     The people of Levy County and the County Commission also value the agricultural assets in the 
county, the resolution continues, including the expanses of rural land put to work in the agriculture 
industry, which land is worked hard by farmers and ranchers in the timber, peanut, watermelon, 
cattle and other agricultural commodities industries, without which Levy County would lose a 
valuable part of its culture and heritage. 
     The resolution notes an opinion that it is "without provision for adequate public input in the M-
CORES Program process, and without adequate timing of deadlines for design of routes and 
construction for the corridors," that the Levy County Commission is not able to fully consider the 
wishes of the people of Levy County, "or to effectively provide recommendations or review of the 
proposed extensions of the Suncoast Connector and the Northern Turnpike Connector through Levy 
County, either as an independent body or through its members that sit on those corridors' Task 
Forces." 
     Also, according to the resolution adopted by a 3-2 Levy County Commission vote, "... since the M-
CORES Program process does not provide design of precise routes or construction design for the 
Suncoast Connector or the Northern Turnpike Connector in sufficient time to include evaluation of 
those designs in the Task Force reports, those corridors' Task Forces are unable to meet their 
duties..." 
     The Levy County Commission notes in the resolution that this County Commission recognizes that 
the growing population of Florida will require additions to critical transportation infrastructure 
within the State. 
     The resolution further notes that the established routes of U.S. Highway 19 and U.S. Highway 41, 
which traverse Levy County, meet and exceed current traffic flow needs and are well within acceptable 
levels of service to provide anticipated future needs for many years to come. 
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     The Levy County Commission, according to the resolution, has received "considerable citizen input 
expressing the desire of a 'No Build' option for the Suncoast Connector and the Northern Turnpike 
Connector, due in part to the lack of precise routes and corridor design with which to evaluate the 
impacts on Levy County, its environmental assets, its agricultural assets.” 
     The resolution also notes that since the County Commission values Levy County's environmental 
and agricultural assets, and “since the M-CORES Program does not provide for design for the 
Suncoast Connector and the Northern Turnpike Connector to be provided in sufficient time for those 
corridors' respective Task Force reports to include evaluation of the proposed corridors' impacts to 
Levy County environmental and agricultural assets, since current and anticipated traffic needs are 
met by existing roads in Levy County, and since Levy County citizens have expressed the desire for a 
‘No Build’ option for these corridors through Levy County," it was by a 3-2 vote that the Levy County 
Commission found “it is in the best interests of Levy County and the public to recommend that a ‘No 
Build’ option for the Suncoast Connector and the Northern Turnpike Connector be adopted and 
implemented.” 
     The resolution states: 
     1. In order to protect Levy County's environmental assets, preservation areas providing habitat for 
plants and wildlife, rural lands, agriculture industry, and the quality of life of our citizens, the Board 
hereby supports adoption and enactment of a "No Build" option by the Governor and the FDOT for 
portions of the Suncoast Connector and the Northern Turnpike Connector that may otherwise be 
proposed to traverse any part of Levy County. 
     2. The Board respectfully requests Governor Ron DeSantis, the Florida Legislature, and the FDOT 
to avoid proposing any new turnpikes within Levy County without consideration of the public's wishes 
gathered through adequate public input processes and without using accepted processes for design 
and construction of public projects. 
     3. The Board respectfully requests that any impacts that major new State roadways and existing 
State roadways have on Levy County be provided with identified definitive alignment corridors early 
in the process, which cooperation will preserve transparency and will save time and overall expense in 
the planning process. 
     4. The County Coordinator will provide a copy of this Resolution to the 
Governor, the Secretary of FDOT, the President of the Florida Senate, and the Speaker of the Florida 
House of Representatives. 
     5. The Resolution shall take effect upon adoption by the Levy County Commission. 
 

Second Virtual Meeting Succeeds 

    The members of the Levy County Board of County Commissioners on Tuesday (April 7) conducted 
their second meeting where people could listen via telephone. 
     The audio provided during this meeting was a significant improvement, although identifying 
speakers from the audience by name was not reliable. 
     There were seats available at the Levy County Annex, too, which includes an auditorium. The Levy 
County government bought the former Bronson High School property, which for a period also served 
as the Hilltop School. 
     Levy Commission Chairman Matt Brooks started the meeting promptly at 9 a.m. 
     County Commissioner Rock Meeks opened with a prayer, which was followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance. All five commissioners were present. 
     There was a taped-off area where people could speak during the public comment periods at the 
beginning and end of the meeting, as well as during each item on the agenda. One person complained 



HardisonInk.com 
about a matter she read in one of the weekly newspapers. 
     County Commissioner John Meeks said the county is doing the best it can regarding building 
permits. County Coordinator Wilbur Dean explained there are requirements that are required for 
single family homes, adding that the county must allow some workers to remain at home due to their 
age, health issues and the possible impact COVID-19 would have on them if they caught it. 
     One man complained about his subdivision not having paved roads. According to what was said at 
the meeting, this platted subdivision in the Bronson area does not have roads that are deeded to the 
public. but are owned by the previous developer. 
     On another matter, addressed via email correspondence, James Zaloga, the owner of Captain’s 
Cove Outfitters, Tackle and Bait, in Inglis complained that the time for fixing the boat ramp at the end 
of Levy County Road 40 West in April is not a good time, because of seasonal fishing. 
     A spokesman for the county said April through June 30 is not a good time for building the ramp, 
due to seasonal fishing, but the money was granted by the state to the county two years ago. There 
have been 16 months spent getting permits. The bid has been let. Contractors are hired and are ready 
to work. 
     Chairman Brooks said it must be done now or the county will lose the funding it was awarded. 
Commissioner Meeks said he already responded to Zaloga. 
     After the meeting in a telephone call with Zaloga, he said that when the first plan to rebuild the 
county boat ramp at the western end of Levy County Road 40 in Yankeetown, the people were told it 
could be done by leaving half the ramp open for boat launching. Since then, however, the plan 
changed. 
     Among the comments that Chairman Brooks shared was that he is seeing more people wearing 
facemasks, which has been noted to help reduce the spread of COVID-19. Since some people do not 
show symptoms when they are carrying the active virus, the reduction in ability to spread it via a 
person speaking to another is helped by using masks. 
     The County Commission completed other matters Tuesday as it was required to complete them, or 
to continue them for later action. 
     The next regular Levy County Commission meeting is set for April 21, and Chairman Brooks said 
the agenda and supporting documents will be sent out before that meeting to better allow people to 
listen on the phone, as well as to be in the audience separated by a safe distance. 

 


