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Gov. DeSantis announces 
first phase of lifting 
COVID-19 restrictions in Florida 

By Jeff M. Hardison © April 30, 2020 at 4:10 p.m. 
     TALLAHASSEE – Gov. Ron DeSantis in a press briefing broadcast live starting at 5 
p.m. yesterday (Wednesday, April 29) said the state government on Monday (May 4) is 
lifting some of its restrictions that had been put in place to reduce the spread of COVID-
19. 
     Throughout his clearly organized and well-presented briefing, the governor showed 
how his choice as the chief executive officer of state government intended to follow a 
method that he felt was "safe, smart and step-by-step." 
     State-regulated interests in the three counties in the Tri-County Area – Levy, Dixie 
and Gilchrist counties – are bound to act according to the governor’s upcoming 
executive order. And the three sets of county commissioners in the Tri-County Area will 
decide on potential changes. 
     Three counties in Southeast Florida, though, must remain under the complete set of 
limits imposed by the government, due to the higher numbers of active COVID-19 cases. 
Dade, Palm Beach and Broward counties may see the same relief as the rest of the state, 
DeSantis said, after data shows the steps to reduce the hospitalization and death rates. 
     DeSantis showed during his presentation certain inclinations as he labeled the press 
and critics who faulted him for the state's relatively slow response to the pandemic. 
     "A lot has been done to promote fear," DeSantis said. "We haven't seen an explosion 
of new cases." 
     DeSantis also put forward an explanation for the death toll reflecting skewed 
numbers on certain days as a consequence of occasional delayed reporting by various 
counties’ units of the Florida Department of Health. 
     There were 83 people reported by the FDOH as having died in Florida from the 
coronavirus Tuesday, the day before DeSantis’ announcement of eased restrictions. This 
was the largest single-day increase of FDOH reported daily deaths in Florida since 
recording of COVID-19 deaths started. 
     While new active cases continue to be detected by testing, there is going to be some 
easing of mandated restraint on trade by the state government. 
      DeSantis is reducing some mandatory closures "in a very measured, thoughtful and 
data-driven way," he said. 
     As of Monday, retail stores and restaurants can reopen, but only at 25 percent 
capacity. The governor said his committee of advisors and the President’s version of 
phase one would have allowed for a 50 percent capacity. Until he sees results from other 
states opening more, to determine if this is causing a higher illness and death rate, then 
DeSantis is not going to the same extent as some other states’ chief executive officers. 
     Restaurants will be allowed to seat people outside, but those business owners must 
create the environment so that patrons 
maintain six-feet of physical space (“social distancing). 
     As for hospitals, DeSantis said he has seen there is enough space in intensive care 
units now where elective surgical procedures will be allowed to resume – if hospitals 
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meet certain criteria to assure patient safety, and there remains a cushion for the advent 
of possible COVID-19 outbreaks. 
     There are no hospitals in Levy, Dixie or Gilchrist counties, but the Gainesville, Ocala 
and Lake City hospitals accept patients from the Tri-County Area. 
     Schools, bars, gyms, hair salons, nursing homes and long-term care facilities will 
maintain the same restrictions, including closure, until further notice, according to this 
phase one action. 
     DeSantis said individuals must continue avoiding gatherings of more than 10 people 
and don masks whenever they are in situations where they cannot assure a six-foot span 
between them, such as when they shop for groceries. 
     Response from government leaders in the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and 
Gilchrist counties was pretty much the same. 
     Levy County Chairman Matt Brooks said the county government never stopped. The 
Road Department, the Solid Waste Department, the Building and Maintenance 
Department and all other departments continue providing services. 
     As for Parks and Recreation, only two parks that are attractions with swimming holes 
are closed. The other county parks in Levy County remain open, he said. This is not the 
time to open Blue Springs Park or Henry Beck Park, Brooks said. 
     Chairman Brooks said all county offices closed for the general public just coming in, 
however email and telephone connections provided people with easy access to 
communicate with the county workers. There is not a likelihood of that changing in 
phase one of the return to business like before the pandemic. 
     Speaking of county workers, Brooks said Levy County Coordinator Wilbur Dean was 
quick to take the initiative of making sure employees practiced safe methods to reduce 
odds of catching COVID-19, such as social distancing, hand washing and the like. 
     Brooks mentioned that the governor’s choice to limit restaurants to 25 percent rather 
than 50 percent, and his choice to not open gyms or hair salons will continue to hurt 
those business owners in Levy County. Most restaurants are so small in Levy County, he 
said, that 25 percent would not be enough traffic to cover the operating expenses. 
     Many local eateries have developed or expanded their takeout or delivery services in 
Levy and Dixie counties. 
     Bar owners, too, are affected significantly by the limits that remain in effect. 
     In Dixie County the choice for closure of all Dixie County parks and the closure of 
select boat ramps will remain in effect at least until the May 7 meeting of the County 
Commission when that group of elected leaders will discuss any possible changes in the 
restrictions. 
     Like Levy County, Dixie County government is continuing to serve the public despite 
some degree of inconvenience from safety precautions to keep employees and the 
general public safe. 


