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sewer treatment 
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     INGLIS -- Even as the state of Florida is poised to make major changes in the way it 
regulates septic tanks, the Town of Inglis is pressing forward with research that one day 
will tell residents how much it will cost to support a centralized sewage collection and 
treatment system. 
     Florida Senate Bill 712, recently adopted by the Florida Legislature, would shift 
regulation of septic tanks away from the Florida Department of Health to the Florida 
Department of Environmental Regulation. If Gov. Ron DeSantis signs the bill into law as 
expected, the state’s perspective on septic tanks will shift from how such systems affect 
public health to how they impact the environment. 
     This is no small matter for the residents of Inglis and Yankeetown. 
     Research tells us that in Inglis and Yankeetown – and including the surrounding 
areas of Levy and Citrus counties – there are an estimated 1,300 septic tanks. Septic 
systems are known to degrade water quality in surface waters such as lakes and rivers. 
Given the proximity of the Lower Withlacoochee River and the Gulf of Mexico to Inglis 
and Yankeetown, any change in Florida’s regulatory landscape for septic systems will 
have a major impact on our community. 
     In recognition of this trend, the Town of Inglis in 2017 applied for and won a grant 
from the state of Florida’s Local Funding Initiative program that fully funded a 
feasibility study for a “sub-regional wastewater treatment and collection system.” The 
purpose of the study – conducted at no cost to Inglis taxpayers – was to determine if a 
centralized sewage collection-and- treatment system is physically possible and fiscally 
sustainable. The study determined that such a system is feasible as long as the majority 
of construction costs are supported by grants and outside funding. 
     A second phase of the study, also fully funded by the state of Florida, is now 
underway. This phase will examine the engineering considerations for several candidate 
facility sites as well as a site for projected effluent disposal. 
     Throughout this process, the Town of Inglis is committed to keeping residents fully 
informed about the study’s progress and findings. On February 20, the Town hosted a 
public meeting at the Inglis Community Center. More than 70 people – from Inglis and 
Yankeetown as well as from unincorporated Levy and Citrus counties – attended. 
Representatives from Woodard & Curran, a consulting firm hired by the Town to 
conduct the study, gave a presentation on the progress made to date and outlined the 
steps to come. 
     The Woodard & Curran team also asked attendees to answer a short survey about 
their attitudes toward the potential for a centralized collection and treatment system. 
Among the responses: 
     • When asked if environmental impairment of the Lower Withlacoochee River is a 
threat to the long-term economic health and sustainability of Inglis and Yankeetown, 45 
percent of the attendees said they strongly agreed or somewhat agreed with that 
statement. Twenty-nine percent said they strongly disagreed or somewhat disagreed. 
     • When asked if the State of Florida continued to fund the engineering and 
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construction of a sub-regional wastewater system, 57 percent of the attendees said they 
would be willing to pay a monthly bill for the operation and maintenance of the system. 
About 24 percent said they would not be willing to pay a monthly bill. 
     • When asked if they would be willing to continue participating in the public process 
to learn what the ultimate cost will be to local residents, 66 percent of the attendees said 
“Yes.” There were 18 percent said who said “No.” 


