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Tri-County Area escapes weather damage 

 
This is the WeatherBug forecast for Chiefland for the weekend. 

 

By Jeff M. Hardison © April 24, 2020 at 12:10 p.m. 

     TRI-COUNTY AREA – Emergency Management officials in Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist 

counties on Friday morning (April 24) said there was very little damage reported from weather 

issues from the early morning. 

     The National Weather Service issued a tornado watch at about 2 a.m. this morning (Friday, 

April 24) that was in effect for Levy County and then continued later in the morning until 11 

a.m. for an area south of Pasco County. 

     In Levy County, Emergency Management Director John MacDonald said no tornadic damage 

had been reported through the radio dispatch or through the self-reporting storm damage 

option on the county’s website as of 9 a.m. today (Friday, April 24). 

     In Dixie County, Emergency Management Chief Scott Garner of Dixie County Emergency 

Services reported “a couple of trees” were downed by high winds, but there was no report of 

damage to property. 

     Gilchrist County Emergency Management Director Ralph Smith said no damage had been 

reported as of 9:30 a.m. on Friday (April 24) from the weather issue. 

     Meteorologist John McMichael, speaking from the National Weather Service office in Ruskin, 

said at 10:15 a.m. on April 24, that a cold front had moved through North Florida earlier in the 

morning. 

     For the part of the region of Florida north of Pasco County, some showers and even 

thunderstorms could be expected as the front settles to the south of that region into the 

afternoon, he said. There could be showers, thunderstorms and even severe weather into the 

afternoon today. 

     As for reports of tornadoes across the area north of Levy County, that was part of the cold 

front going south. There were thunderstorms and wind shear, McMichael said. Radar detected 

winds at 60 miles per hour and higher with rotation, he continued, and the National Weather 

Service issued a tornado watch then. 

     A tornado watch is an alert issued by national weather forecasting agencies when weather 

conditions are favorable for the development of severe thunderstorms that can produce 
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tornadoes. A tornado watch therefore implies that it is also a severe thunderstorm watch. A 

tornado watch must not be confused with a tornado warning. 

     If a tornado warning had been issued, then that means the National Weather Service’s 

forecasters suspect a tornado is on the ground, and it could indicate a tornado has been 

confirmed. No warning was issued last night or early this morning. No tornado had 

been confirmed as of 10 a.m. on April 24 for the area covered by the NWS Ruskin 

office. 

     Meanwhile at about 10:30 a.m., Meteorologist Wright Dobbs reported the Tallahassee NWS 

office had issued tornado watches for the many counties it covers. 

     As of Friday morning, Dobbs said, the Tallahassee NWS office was investigating possible 

weather damage from an area on the north side of Tallahassee in Leon County. Dobbs said there 

was likely damage to parts of the western Florida Panhandle, and that the Tallahassee NWS 

office was investigating storm damage reports from areas such as DeFuniak Springs (Walton 

County), Bay County, Apalachicola (Franklin County), Taylor County and elsewhere in the 

region covered by that office of the National Weather Service. 


