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Williston City Council virtual meeting 
provides clear audio; 

Council considers live-virtual mix 

 
 

 
Here are two pictures from outside Williston City Hall 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © April 23, 2020 at 4:10 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – The difference between the entirely virtual meeting in Williston 
Tuesday evening (April 21) and the teleconference method of a meeting by the Levy 
County Board of County Commissioners on Tuesday morning was like night and day for 
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quality of audio. 
     The day meeting of the County Commission was relatively abysmal for sound quality 
and the night meeting of the Williston City Council provided audio that was clear as day. 
There were a couple of moments when the city manager and city attorney lost their 
input microphone ability, but they were able to repeat themselves when that option 
returned. 
     All participants had camera feeds as well as very good sound for listeners who were 
watching and listening to the Williston municipal leaders. People who were watching 
and listening could see up to 10 people at one time on the screen while they listened to 
them. 
     City Manager Scott Lippmann, City Attorney Frederick L. Koberlein Jr., and Clerk 
Latricia Wright joined Mayor Jerry Robinson, City Council President Charles Goodman, 
Vice President Justin Head, Councilwoman Marguerite Robinson, Councilwoman Debra 
Jones and Councilman Elihu Ross -- who was celebrating his 82nd birthday. 
     President Goodman called the meeting to order, and there was a prayer. 
     At President Goodman’s direction, the mayor said the Pledge of Allegiance alone. 
Goodman said this would make it more clear than if all people said it at the same time. 
     Goodman expressed his opinion that the virtual meeting was cumbersome, though. 
By the end of the meeting, he had convinced the mayor and City Council members to 
seek a different method to meet in two weeks. 
     Rather than meeting entirely in a virtual method, Goodman and the other elected 
municipal leaders plan to meet in the City Hall. 
     To keep from exceeding 10 people in the confined space of that City Council meeting 
room, if some person other than the City Council, the city manager, the city attorney and 
the city clerk, and one police officer, then that person or persons who might want to be 
at the live meeting, will need to be placed outside the meeting room, as best as could be 
understood from what was said. 
     The plan will be to put them in a nearby location, such as the R. Gerald Hethcoat 
Community Center, which is part of City Hall. The other live watchers will be able to see, 
hear and communicate with the leaders. 
     Meanwhile, though, for the people who enjoyed the option to watch, listen and 
participate from a place other than in City Hall, will again be able to use the virtual 
option -- if all goes as hoped. 
     Williston, like Duke Energy and Central Florida Electric Cooperative are continuing 
to waive late fees and not suspending utility service, because of the economic hardships 
experienced by some from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
     The Williston City Council ruled two weeks ago that it waives all late fees on utility 
bills until further notice, and it suspends utility account cutoffs until further notice. 
     In other action at Williston from Tuesday night, President Goodman and the other 
City Council members chose against providing a verbal review of the job done by City 
Clerk Wright until they can meet more face-to-face, as will be the case in two weeks if all 
goes as hoped. 
     The people in Williston City Hall at that possible next meeting will be at least six feet 
apart during the meeting, in accordance with the recommendation from the United 
States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The CDC, the Florida Department of 
Health and other professionals in medicine are doing what they can to reduce the spread 
of COVID-19. 


