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Levy County gets interim building 

director; 

NCBDC offers business update; May 3-9 Is 

National Travel and Tourism Week 
 

This picture of the Levy 

County Courthouse shows 

where the County 

Commission has a meeting 

room that is not in use for 

the time being. 

 

By Jeff M. Hardison © 

April 23, 2020 at 2:10 p.m. 

     BRONSON – Ben Maxson 

is the new interim Levy County 

Building Department director, 

according to information 

released at the Tuesday 

morning (April 21) meeting of 

the Levy County Board of 

County Commissioners. 

 

 

 
This is the entrance to the Levy County Annex. The County Commission office and 

other county offices are located here. It is also where the County Commission is 
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meeting in the auditorium – until further notice. 

     Again, held at the Levy County Annex, in the auditorium of what used to be Bronson High 

School, the five County Commissioners provided a teleconference option for would-be listeners 

who wanted to reduce the opportunity for COVID-19 to make them sick. 

     The phone acoustics were relatively poor. It could be heard that Maxson was present at the 

meeting and he sounded upbeat for continued growth in the county. 

     Thanks to Levy County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks, there was more information for 

the people about the new leader of building and development in Levy County. 

     Chairman Brooks quickly returned a call Tuesday to answer questions from the meeting that 

was not all that audible for listeners on telephones. 

     Former Levy County Building and Zoning Director Bob Boulette resigned, Brooks said. 

Boulette followed in the footsteps of Bill Hammond, who retired. Hammond was very well 

known and respected in the building profession, and he had transferred to Levy County after 

being the building official in the City of Chiefland. 

     Boulette’s term at Levy County was relatively short-lived. He had been an inspector in Marion 

County before accepting the duties director in Levy County, Brooks said. 

     Brooks said Boulette was very intelligent and wanted to do a good job, but there was a 

“perfect storm” of circumstance that became too much for him to want to stay in Levy County as 

the director. 

     When the COVID-19 pandemic struck, an older staff member had to take leave, Brooks said. 

Another worker had a compromised immune system, Brooks said, so that created more work for 

fewer people. Brooks said the county was unsuccessful in an attempt to hire a person for yet 

another position. 

     That depletion of staff members, Brooks said, created the scenario where he chose to 

relinquish his post. 

     Boulette helped the county as he left, Brooks added, because Maxson was able to become 

certified as a building official before Boulette left. Maxson lives in Morriston, Brooks said, and 

he is relatively young. The County Commission chairman sees Interim Building Department 

Director Maxon as staying with Levy County for a long time. 

     Also, at this meeting on Tuesday, Nature Coast Business Development Council Executive 

Director David Pieklik offered a business update. 

    A company that has been planning to open in the Williston area continues on track with that 

plan, Pieklik said. It is about one week from opening at the former Williston Door plant. 

     Although the pandemic is causing the business owner to revise some working conditions to 

keep employees safe, Pieklik said this company is set to go. 

     In general, despite COVID-19 issues, Pieklik said, there have been the usual three or four new 

leads in the past month. He recognizes the “new normal” will mean things change, yet this 

business development professional sees Levy County coming through this obstacle as strong as 

before, and perhaps even stronger for business growth. 

     In a telephone conversation Thursday (April 23), Pieklik said there have been 430 Levy 

County residents filing for unemployment compensation in the past month. That is about 3 

percent of the workforce in Levy County, he said. 

     While this sounds terrible, putting it into perspective shows Levy County is not as bad off as 

some other places that are more urban. 

     Levy County is 42nd out of the 67 Florida counties regarding the severity of unemployment 

from COVID-19. 

     The day before, on Wednesday, United States Rep. Neal Dunn (R-Fla.) held an open 



HardisonInk.com 
teleconference for business owners in his district. He provided information about the Paycheck 

Protection Program. 

     (Click HERE for the Small Business Administration website for exact information.) 

     Dr. Dunn, who is a medical doctor as well as a member of Congress, said he anticipates the 

federal government will have another round of loans available for small business to help owners 

get through the economic downturn. He advises business owners to apply even before the 

funding is added to improve odds for being approved for such a loan. 

     As for the local tourism part of the economy in levy County, there was at least symbolic 

progress. 

     Levy County Tourist Development Council Executive Director Tisha Whitehurst spoke to the 

County Commission about a resolution to recognize May 3-9 As National Travel and Tourism 

Week. 

     She let the County Commission know the county is not encouraging people to come here now 

from other places, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. However, she wants to recognize the week. 

There was a unanimous vote of approval for the proclamation. 

     Whitehurst said tourists can still do things in Levy County where they will be six feet away 

from one another. People can go kayaking, fishing and boating, because that allows for social 

distancing, she said. 

     She said tourists are not being advised that they can check into hotels, or sit in restaurants or 

bars in Levy County; although many options still exist for call-in or drive-through to pick-up 

food orders, and there is some food delivery in Levy County. 

     Levy County greatly values the visitors who come here to enjoy themselves, Whitehurst said, 

and this is a critical part of the economy here. One idea she is sharing is for people to send 

pictures to social media platforms from May 3-9 to reflect on the fun times they have had when 

visiting Levy County before. 

     The proclamation recognizes May 3-9, 2020 As Travel And Tourism Week. 

     It states: 

     “WHEREAS, tourism brings over 127 million visitors annually to the State of Florida, adds 

$85.9 billion to Florida's economy, over $11.4 billion in annual sales tax revenues and employs 

over 1.5 million persons; and 

     WHEREAS, Levy County recognizes the importance of tourism to the Levy County economy 

and quality of life; and 

     WHEREAS, local governments, tourist development councils and the North Central Florida 

Regional Planning Council support tourism opportunities in north central Florida; and 

     WHEREAS, local governments, businesses, chambers of commerce, visitors bureaus, tourist 

development councils, the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council and Levy County 

are working together to support this vital part of north central Florida's economy and all who 

play a role in tourism to ensure that Levy County and Florida continue to be places where 

traditions will be created and continued for years to come. 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED by the Board of County Commissioners of Levy 

County, Florida that the week of May 3-9, 2020 shall be known in Levy County as: 

TRAVEL AND TOURISM WEEK.” 

https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program

