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Tornado causes truck damage after 
lifting building 

 
The back right of the Ford pickup shows damage from being hit by a piece of 
the building. 

 

Some of the pieces of the building are seen on the east side of the road as 
southbound I-75 traffic is seen on the right of this photo. 
Photos courtesy of the FHP 
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     MARION COUNTY – A 36-foot portable building was pulled off of the back of a 
semi tractor-trailer this morning (Monday, April 20) by a tornado, causing damage to a 
second vehicle, the FHP said. 
     John Taylor, 51, of Saint Marys, Georgia, was driving 2007 Peterbilt semi tractor-
trailer at 10:17 a.m. on April 20 in Marion County, according to information in a press 
release from Florida Highway Patrol Lt. P.V. Riordan, based on information by crash 
investigator FHP Sgt. J. Mulverhill. 
     Thomas Walker, 48, of Ocala was driving a 2014 Ford F-150 pickup truck, the FHP 
said. 
     Both vehicles were southbound on I-75, the FHP said. 
     The Peterbilt tractor-trailer that was hauling a 36-foot portable building was in the 
outside lane, the FHP said. 
     The Ford pickup truck was slightly behind the semi in the inside lane, the FHP said. 
     As the vehicles neared the 340 mile marker, the FHP said, a tornado touched down. It 
lifted the portable building off the trailer of the semi, the FHP said. 
     Upon being lifted, the FHP said, the building continued airborne to the east, where 
part of the building struck the right rear of pickup truck. 
     The building continued eastward above the northbound lanes of the Interstate until it 
landed on the eastern grassy shoulder in multiple pieces, the FHP said. 
     Taylor was not injured, the FHP said, and although Walker suffered minor injuries, 
he did not require transport to a hospital. 

 


