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President of Florida Supervisors of 
Elections disagrees with President 
Trump’s stance against mail-in ballots 

By Jeff M. Hardison © April 20, 2020 at 7:10 p.m. 
     LEVY COUNTY – President Donald J. Trump has repeatedly voiced his opinion 
against American voters being allowed to use mail-in ballots. 
     Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones is the president of the Florida 
Association of Supervisors of Elections. She favors mail-in ballots as an option for 
Florida voters. 
     One example of President Trump’s verbiage is shown when he responded April 5 to a 
journalist’s question about whether he was in favor of mail-in ballots being an option in 
all 50 states. 
    "No, because I think a lot of people cheat with mail-in voting," President Trump said 
on April 5. "I think people should vote with I.D., voter I.D. I think voter I.D. is very 
important. And the reason they don't want voter I.D. is because they intend to cheat. 
When you get something, when you buy something, you look at your cards, your credit 
cards and different cards. You have your picture on many of them. Not all of them, but 
on many of them. You should have a picture for voting. It should be called 'Voter I.D.' 
They should have that. And it shouldn't be, excuse me, it shouldn't be mail-in voting. It 
should be, you go to a booth and you proudly display yourself. You don't send it in the 
mail, where people pickup all sorts of bad things gonna' happen, by the time they sign 
that, if they sign that, by the time it gets in and it tabulated. No, it shouldn’t be mailed 
in. You should vote at the booth, and you should have ‘Voter I.D.,’ because when you 
have voter I.D., that’s the real deal.” 
     Trump used a mail-in ballot in Florida, where he is a registered voter. 
     As for the Florida Supervisors of Elections (FSE), where Jones has served for almost 
one year now as president, the FSE represents all 67 counties in the state of Florida. 
     As an association of the top elections professionals from every county in the state, 
these leaders endeavor to participate with each other as being members of a community 
of shared opinions and best practices on election issues and policy. 
     “It is our goal to ensure that all Florida elections are conducted accurately and remain 
accessible to all voters with the transparency and integrity expected of Florida citizens,” 
the FSE website notes. 
     When asked to provide her answer to Trump’s ridicule of mail-in ballots, FSE 
President Jones noted “I stand by the Vote by Mail process in Florida. At a time when 
the public is asked to stay home and limit social interactions, it allows them to 
participate in democracy, without compromising their health. Voting by Mail has a 
number of controls in place to protect the validity of the election process.” 
     Jones will be the FSE president for another three weeks or so, and then her term 
ends. She has served in every office of this professional association for the supervisors of 
elections from every county in Florida. 
     On Monday (April 20), she provided the following information to show how laws in 
Florida protect against voter fraud. Florida law protects registered voters in Florida, so 
that they may vote safely from their homes via mail if they choose. 



HardisonInk.com 
     FSE President Jones presented the following: 
     1)  Only a voter or their immediate family or guardian may request a ballot to be sent 
to a voter for Vote by Mail. 
     Why is this important? You don't want just any person, group, party or organization 
to request a ballot for you. 
     2) If a voter wants a ballot sent to an address not on their voter record, the voter must 
provide the Supervisor of Elections with a signed notice.  
     Why is this important? It's important that no other person, group, party or 
organization has your ballot mailed to an address that you have not approved to prevent 
fraud. This written notice ensures us that you are requesting this ballot. 
     Why would someone want a ballot mailed to an address not on their voter record? 
Members of the United States military, college students, individuals working out of 
town, or those people who are visiting a family member/friend are among this set of 
people. 
     3) When the Supervisor of Elections receives your ballot, it is secured in a vault with 
limited employee access. 
     Why is this important? We want to ensure that your ballot is kept behind a security 
alarm system, with cameras and ensure that not just any person can gain access to this 
ballot room. 
     4) Your Vote by Mail ballot comes to you with a return envelope that you must sign in 
order for our office to verify your signature. 
     Why is this important? The signature is the key to preventing fraud. For example, if 
an individual stole your Vote by Mail ballot out of your home mailbox, then they could 
not vote your ballot because the signature would not be valid on the certificate envelope. 
      Don't worry. Sometimes your signature changes as you age or have health issues. We 
will notify you by phone, text, email or mail as soon as possible to help you cure your 
signature in order to count your ballot. You can easily keep your signature up to date by 
requesting a paper application by email or phone at tammy@votelevy.com or 352-486-
5163. 
     5) Your Vote by Mail ballot envelope is ONLY opened in a public canvassing board 
meeting. We ensure your secrecy is protected. 
     Why is this important? This is to prevent any tampering with your ballot. During the 
entire verification process, only your signature is verified on the outer return envelope. 
We do NOT open your envelope and once your ballot is opened, we have a four-person 
team handle your ballot in this public meeting. 
     a) First person uses a letter-opener to slice open the envelope. 
     b) Second person takes the folded ballot in secrecy sleeve out of envelope. 
     c) Third person takes the ballot out of the secrecy sleeve. 
     d) Fourth person puts your ballot into a tabulator counting machine. 
     This meeting is open to the public and everyone is welcome to attend to watch the 
process. 
     6) Once you Vote by Mail, you cannot vote during early voting or on election day. 
     Why is this important? Our office has the technology to see instantly if a voter has 
already voted. If a voter shows up during early voting or on election day to vote and has 
already voted by mail, then the system will generate a message that "Voter has already 
voted." The poll worker would not allow you to vote a regular ballot, thus preventing a 
person from voting twice. 
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     “My hope as Levy County Supervisor of Elections is to provide a SAFE, accurate, 
transparent and fair election to all voters,” Jones said. “In person voting will still occur 
at some level in the upcoming 2020 elections for those citizens that prefer that method. 
I will continue to strive to educate, inform and work for the citizens of Levy County.” 
     If any registered voter in Levy County wants to Vote by Mail, they may call 352-486-
5163 or visit the website at https://www.votelevy.gov/votersonthego to request 
your ballot. 
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