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Spoonbills, pelicans and more 

 

 
 
 
A pelican stands on 
the roof of the public 
bathrooms of the big 
concrete fishing pier 
on Cedar Key on 
Sunday (March 8). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A pelican floats near 
the big concrete 
fishing pier on 
Cedar Key on 
Sunday (March 8). 
 

 
 
 

Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © March 12, 2020 at 2:10 p.m. 
     LEVY COUNTY – A venture to capture the best photos of the Full Worm 
Supermoon of March as seen from Levy County began Sunday evening (March 8) as 
the Moon was waxing. 
     The projected peak of event the Full Worm Supermoon on Monday (March 9) 
proved to be too cloudy to be seen very well from Levy County. 
     As weather and other circumstance unfolded, Sunday (March 8) proved to be the 
best of the two best days of potential photos of that view. 
     The photo opportunities for the Moon and more on photo ops on Sunday turned 
out to be plentiful as a search for the Moon shot trip unraveled. 
     A cute baby armadillo on the side of the road was tempting to stop and 
photograph, but the projected moonrise on the East Coast of the United States 
demanded travel on Levy County Road 347 remain at the posted speed limit that 
evening. 
     The moon rose as projected, but clouds and buildings between the planned 
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staging area and the actual moonrise made that photo opportunity so that it did not 
work. A quick trip to the wooden fishing dock on Cedar Key, near the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s Fish and Wildlife Research Institute at 
George G. Kirkpatrick Marine Laboratory was the next stopping point for a potential 
moonrise shot. 
     Simultaneously, the Sun was dropping and the view of a bird under the Number 4 
Bridge of State Road 24 proved to be interesting. Click. 
 

 
A crane wades near a bridge leading to Cedar Key on Sunday (March 8) a 
bit before sundown. 
 
     A family visiting the public fishing area saw what its members thought was a flock 
of flamingos arriving in a very shallow area near the bridge. 
     They learned from a roving photographer that those birds were roseate 
spoonbills. Flamingos are pink, but they have shorter legs and other features that 
make them different. The bill of these birds looks like two spoons coming together 
on a horizontal plane, he said. 
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These pictures of roseate spoonbills enjoying an early evening meal were 
captured with a 10-year-old low cost camera. 
 
     Having captured the spoonbills digitally, the moonrise shots were “a wash,” 
because seeing the Moon at that time from this part of the Earth on that evening 
could not work. That view was obscured by clouds. 
     The drive back to a computer to view the probable successful pictures of 
spoonbills and pelicans led by a scene where vultures were dining on a deer or some 
other roadkill. 
     “Vultures,” the photographer and Juke driver said, as he slowed to avoid 
endangering the birds. 
     “Eagle!” exclaimed his lovely and talented assistant. 
     The big American Bald Eagle flew to a longleaf pine that had been planted as part 
of a tree farm. The photo of that eagle proved unsuccessful due to the backlighting 
being too much to overcome for the little 10-year-old camera designated for 
moonshots. 
     The two travelers continued toward Jemlands. 
     “Moon!” exclaimed the driver’s companion as they entered the community of 
Fowler’s Bluff. 
     A stop in the driveway of the Levy County Public Safety Department’s fire-rescue 
station in the community of Fowler’s bluff provided a chance to moonshots. 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
 

 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
 

 
These views of the Moon are what was captured from Fowler’s Bluff on 
March 8. 
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     The 2020 supermoon season includes three supermoons in a row this year, in 
March, April, and May. The first one—the Super Worm Moon—rose on March 8 and 
9. 
     The Supermoon is the term for the Full Moon when the Moon is nearest Earth. 
When the Moon is closest to the Earth it is at its perigee, and when that time of 
month coincides with the Full Moon, it is significant for some viewers. A Full Moon 
at perigee is a Supermoon. 
     When the Moon is at the farthest point from Earth for the month, it is at apogee. 
Fishermen and others who care about tides are among the people who consider this 
timing. 
     As for the March Full Moon being the Full Worm Moon, the Old Farmer’s 
Almanac notes that native Americans named monthly full moons based on what they 
saw in nature. 
     An astronomical website noted “The Worm Moon got its name from the 
earthworms that emerge at this time of year in the Northern Hemisphere. 
     “In most years, the Worm Moon is the last Full Moon before the March equinox, 
which can take place on March 19, 20, or 21. 
     “In some years, however, when the winter season comprises four Full Moons 
instead of the usual three, the last Full Moon before the equinox is a Blue Moon and 
the Worm Moon falls after the equinox.” 
     Another definition of a Blue Moon is the second of any Full Moon that happens 
within one month. 


