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Levy County 
Prevention 
Coalition Chief 
Operating Officer 
Jonathan Lewis 

shares information from the 2018-2019 Florida Youth Substance Abuse 
Survey. The two-year survey reflects information collected by students self-
reporting their choices regarding drugs. 
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     WILLISTON – Leaders from Levy County schools and law enforcement, as well as 
individuals from other agencies that focus on helping people met in the Williston 
Elementary Music Room on Friday afternoon (March 6) to enjoy lunch and hear a 
progress report. 

Sherri 
Higgins of the 
Levy County 
Prevention 
Coalition 
provides 
listeners with 
information 
showing the 
LCPC is 
diligently 
working to 
help Levy 
County 
children 
choose 
against abusing drugs. 
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Levy County Superintendent of Schools Jeff Edison (left) and Levy County 
Undersheriff Brett Beauchamp listen to Levy County Prevention Coalition 
Chief Operating Officer Jonathan Lewis share facts about drug abuse in 
Levy County. Without cooperation by leaders in schools and law 
enforcement, and other community partners, there can be no coalition to 
prevent drug abuse, especially by children. Edison mentioned the Family 
Engagement piece of the programs with the LCPC. That program began just 
two weeks ago, Edison said on Friday. In the summer, he added, Levy 
County will become an AVID School District. Right now, Williston 
Elementary School is an AVID school. Williston Elementary School 
Principal Jaime Handlin spoke about this program, and training she went 
to learn about the program to improve the culture, so that school staff and 
families work together to help parents keep their children engaged in 
learning. 
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Gilchrist Prevention Coalition Executive Director Robert Wells, a founder 
of the Levy County Prevention Coalition, listens to a presenter during the 
program Friday at Williston Elementary School. 
 
 

Gwen Love of CDS Family 
and Behavioral Health 
Services Inc., which is a 
private non-profit social 
services agency that has 
provided services in North 
Central Florida for more 
than 40 years, tells listeners 
how blessed the people of 
Levy County are to have 
Jonathan Lewis as the chief 
operating officer of Levy 
County Prevention Coalition. 
Love describes Lewis as “a 
great community champion.” 
She mentioned, too, that the 
partnership with the Levy 
County School District is in 
no small part thanks to 
Superintendent of Schools 

Jeff Edison. The school principals in Levy County, Love added, deserve 
accolades as well, for being willing to work with outside agencies. As an 
Alachua County resident and worker, Love said she has seen more 
opportunities to provide services for children in Levy County than in 
Alachua County. 



HardisonInk.com 
     Levy County Prevention Coalition Chief Operating Officer Jonathan Lewis shared 
information from the 2018-2019 Florida Youth Substance Abuse Survey (FYSAS) as it 
relates to the state and Levy County, as well as spoke about the many programs the 
LCPC provides to reduce drug abuse in this county. 
     Lewis presented FYSAS data from other years as well to put the most recent records 
in perspective with the past decade of drug abuse in the county. 
     The percentage of children in Levy County middle schools and high schools who are 
abusers of alcohol, marijuana, synthetic drugs (like bath salts), inhalants, club drugs 
(like ecstasy), methamphetamine, cocaine, heroin, depressants and prescription pain 
drugs were shared. 
     From information the students self-noted on questionnaires in Levy County and in 
every Florida county at public schools, number-crunchers created graphs with 
percentages. The surveys showed usage during their lifetime, as well as within the 30-
days prior to answering on the form, in general Levy County students abused alcohol, 
marijuana and other drugs with a higher percentage of the population doing so than the 

average percentages of children in 
Florida. 
     Cocaine (which includes 
powder and crack cocaine) 
showed the biggest spike in Levy 
County percentages when 
reviewed on a two-year basis in 
2010, 2012, 2014, 2016 and 2018. 
Other drugs, including alcohol, 
showed generally downward 
trends – except for 
methamphetamine and marijuana 
in Levy County during that 10-
year span. 
 
 
These graphs by the LCPC 
show usage percentages over 
the 10-year span. 
 
     While the percentages of school 
children abusing the many forms 
of drugs are recorded as existing 
at these rates in Levy County, 
there is some margin of error 
from students being absent during 
the polling period, as well as those 
children who either self-report 
drug abuse that exists or who 
neglect to report actual drug 
abuse. 
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     The one-hour luncheon meeting provided attendees with an enjoyable meal served 
buffet style from Olive Garden, from tossed salad through a main entrée of a pasta, meat 
and cheese dish, and including relatively small but delicious desserts. Sweet and 
unsweetened tea were the drinks of the day, with a water option available as well. 
     In the 2018/19 FYSAS Report booklet handed out to audience members, Lewis 
provided people with several pages of detailed information about drug abuse by children 
in Levy County, especially in the 2018-2019 period. Abuse of tobacco products by 
underaged individuals was not in this report. 
     The LCPC showed a report in the 2018/19 FYSAS Report for sources of alcohol, still 
the most common drug abused by children in Levy County. Following is the list of 
sources of alcohol for that two-year span by percentages: Bought in a store – 13.1 
percent; Someone bought it for me – 14 percent; Someone gave it to me – 39.7 percent; 
Took it from family member – 14.3 percent; and Some other way – 14.9 percent. 
     Alcoholic beverage drinking locations in this county for those years showed the 
following results: My home – 40 percent; Another person’s home – 37.7 percent; Car of 
other vehicle – 5.5 percent; and Some other place – 12.9 percent. 

PREVENTION 

     The Levy County Prevention Coalition is the oldest and best established of the 
coalitions in the Tri-County Area, with the Gilchrist (County) Prevention Coalition just 
starting to become a force for the future. GPC Executive Director Robert Wells was 
among the people in attendance at the LCPC meeting on Friday. 
     Wells, a founder of the LCPC, is extremely involved among the leaders in helping the 
youth of the area understand there are better ways to enjoy life rather than by distorting 
the perception of reality via drugs. 
     The GPC is next scheduled to meet on Thursday (March 12) at the Gilchrist County 
Sheriff’s Office in Trenton. Wells is seeking to establish an office for the GPC, which 
most recently met at the Otter Creek Park and Campgrounds. 
     The Dixie County Anti-Drug Coalition led by Katrina VanAernam uses office space 
donated by Ameris Bank in Cross City. 
     As for the LCPC, its arsenal of programs includes covering a weeklong period when 
school is out of session. The pending operation is during spring break, when 50 
Williston children are scheduled to participate in Spring Break Camp, thanks to the 
LCPC partnership with the Levy County Sheriff’s Office and the Florida Sheriff’s Youth 
Ranches, Lewis said. 
     This program will be at a Williston school, where children are set to enjoy fun 
educational activities under the guidance of paid, certified Levy County teachers, who 
are being funded through the LCPC. 
     The Spring Break Camp, Lewis said, is more of a LCSO and Florida Sheriff’s Youth 
Ranches program, although the LCPC is a key player to bring it to fruition. This may 
happen at other locations during spring break in future years, he said. 
     Beyond this immediate upcoming short-term project, the LCPC Youth Programs this 
past summer included a field trip to the movie Endgame, where students celebrated 
their much-improved behavior and grades in May of 2019. 
     Williston Central Christian Academy is among the schools incorporating the LCPC 
Natural High Club, with music. The theme during one of those sessions was “self-
esteem” and mentees of this mentoring program took home workbooks filled with 
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encouragement, and they received a summer packet with 102 fun ideas, a summer 
calendar, activities and a fill-in directory to help them remain in contact with their 
friends over summer break. 
     Among the programs enjoyed as a reward by Bronson Middle High School students 
was “Friday Night Done Right,” where one of those Fridays included a trip to CiCi’s 
Pizza in Gainesville and then they went to Regal Cinemas at Celebration Point to watch 
the newest version of the movie Godzilla. 
     During the third week of June as the summer fun continued, students went to a 
movie and then to Blue Springs. The theme then was “Our World, Our Responsibility!” 
in which the children learned to take responsibility for the planet while learning 
leadership skills. 
     A trip to Goethe State Forest gave them an opportunity to learn from experts in the 
Florida Forest Service about how they can make a difference. Some students said they 
want to become forest rangers when they returned to LCPC summer camp. 
     The LCPC noted its appreciation for the Florida Department of Agriculture’s Florida 
Forest Service and to Mark Larson and his team, who taught the children about 
preservation of wildlife in the forest. 
     The Natural High Club’s activities included archery class at summer camp and a 
Wednesday afternoon movie, with pizza. Fishing, learning about firefighting from 
Williston Fire Rescue and other activities helped scores of children have opportunities 
for a fun summer. 
     The LCPC started the 2019-2020 school year and continues it with several more 
programs throughout Levy County. 
     Friday Nights Done Right is among those programs. Another activity is the LCPC 
Mentoring Program. The Natural High Clubs are expanding across the school district as 
well, Lewis said. 
     The launch of the expansion into Yankeetown School and Cedar Key School of the 
Too Good For Drugs and Too Good for Violence programs succeeded this school year, he 
said, as those programs go into those two smallest educational institutions in the 
county. 
     The Prescription Drug Dropoff Campaign by the LCPC, in partnership with the 
United States Drug Enforcement Agency, the Levy County Sheriff’s office and municipal 
police departments in the county went well in October, Lewis said. By adults removing 
unused painkillers from medicine cabinets, that reduces the odds of those being sources 
for drug abusers to tap. 
     An enrichment program is blossoming in the Levy County School District as the 
LCPC adds its resources to help students overcome learning barriers in academics, as 
well as to gain in physical fitness, mental health, personal enrichment and social and 
emotional growth. 
     Education is seen as an excellent deterrent to the abuse of alcohol, marijuana, 
cocaine, methamphetamine and other drugs. 
     Through the cooperation of the Levy County School District, the LCPC helps students 
in the afternoons after school. In the most recent program, there is discussion of 
expanding it to include more art and music education as well. 
     The Levy County Food Service Department provides snacks and lunches for after-
school programs, Lewis said, as the LCPC works with county staff. Among the Levy 
County School Board personnel at the meeting Friday was Coordinator of Food Services 
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Julia Oberst. 
     Other School Board personnel at the meeting included Williston Elementary School 
Principal Jaime Handlin and WES Assistant Principal Emily Hancock. 
     Lewis said among the many often unsung heroes who are a strong part of the LCPC 
efforts to help students know about the dangers from drug abuse are all the principals at 
the schools in Levy County. 
     In the afternoon, spring and summer programs, the LCPC works with the Levy 
County School District for transportation of participating children as well. 
     To note the full breadth of the LCPC work in Levy County, even from what was 
covered in the one-hour meeting, is daunting. 
     One thought to help capture part of the idea here is that the LCPC returns several 
hundreds of thousands of dollars annually to the local economy by paying certified 
teachers, bus drivers and other School Board employees for their help in afternoons, 
during spring and summer breaks. 
     Lewis said the LCPC understands how teachers are very pressed for time already. 
Therefore, it provides lessons in a pre-packaged box so that they do not have to invest 
their time on creating new lesson plans and the like. 
     Lewis told listeners on Friday that Levy County Superintendent of Schools Jeff 
Edison warned him about the degree of what is required for teaching, transporting and 
feeding masses of children. 
     “So far, so good,” Lewis said about the LCPC’s progress in adding extra curriculum 
activities for Levy County students to enjoy as they learn and grow physically and 
otherwise. 
     As for numbers in the LCPC Achieve Enrichment Program, there are 65 children who 
will be delivered home from Williston Elementary School by vans and buses after 
school. Children in Chiefland, he said, also will be provided with transportation from the 
school after the LCPC afterschool programs. 
     Afterschool and summer enrichment programs in Levy County by the LCPC are 
planned for expansion in coming years, Lewis said. 
     Marcia Tilson, a prevention specialist who serves Dixie, Gilchrist and Levy counties 
via the Hanley Foundation, was present for the Friday LCPC meeting. She let the Levy 
County listeners know the Foundation wants to help in the Tri-County Area. 
     The Hanley Foundation, based in Palm Beach County, is committed to stopping 
addiction before it starts. 
     It began this work in 1998, and the Hanley Foundation’s vision then was to raise the 
age of first substance use for children. 
     “By providing evidence-based prevention programming, we’ve lifted the age of first 
use within Palm Beach County from age 10 in the year 2000 to age 13 in 2015,” the 
Foundation notes on its website. “Going forward, we know we can do better.” 
     Last year, the Foundation provided almost $1 million in prevention and education 
services in Florida, impacting the lives of nearly 30,000 students, parents, and 
caregivers, it noted on its website. 

 


