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15th Annual Dixie County Education-Business 
Partnership Luncheon mirrors continued success 

 
Guest speaker Frank Darabi and Dixie County Superintendent of Schools 
Mike Thomas are among the leaders in business and education who enjoyed 
the luncheon. 
 
Story and Photos 
By C.L. Watson, Correspondent 
For HardisonInk.com © March 8, 2020 at 4:10 p.m. 
     OLD TOWN – The Dixie County Education-Business Partnership held the 15th 
Annual Luncheon on March 6 at the Dixie County School Board Meeting Facility in Old 
Town. 
 

A- Dixie County Schools 
Coordinator of 
Curriculum Tracey Lee 
shows the floral 
arrangement she won. 
Floral arrangements 
were provided by 
Galloway’s Flowers. One 
guest per table won the 
centerpiece based on a 
hidden sticker beneath 
one chair at each table of 
the luncheon. 
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Jolene Dixon of Old Town Elementary School received Educational Staff 
Professional of the Year. 
 

 
The Dixie County High School Band provided musical entertainment as part 
of the luncheon. 
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Dixie County Sheriff Dewey Hatcher Sr. and Jared Beauchamp with Florida 
Forest Service enjoy the meal. 
 

 
Logan Marlo a fourth grade student at Anderson Elementary School 
described Shirley Jean Davis who was recognized as AES Teacher of the 
Year. 
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Skip Lynar with Dixie County High School waits patiently for his table to 
join in line at the annual luncheon. 
 

 
Dixie County Superintendent of School Mike Thomas with the 2019-2020 
Superintendent’s Council 
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Dixie County High School senior Ryan Gates introduced Travis Osteen, 
Teacher of the Year. 
 
 
     This year’s success shown by the partnership between business and the public school 
system was celebrated. 
     Hosts for the event included Dixie County School Board Chairman Tim Alexander, 
Vice Chairman Paul Gainey, School Board Member Crystal Bush, School Board Member 
Lacey Corbin, and School Board Member Chuck Farmer School Board Attorney Michael 
O’Steen. 
     Dixie District Schools directors were recognized during the luncheon. 
      Those directors are Tonya Howell, Assistant superintendent for finance and business 
services; Jerry Evans, director of safety, facilities, and special projects; Alexa Mills, 
director of student services and exceptional student education; and Buddy Schofield, 
director of elementary and secondary education. 
     Old Town Elementary School Principal Karen Tillis, Anderson Elementary School 
Principal Kristen McCaskill, Ruth Rains Middle School Principal Christie McElroy, and 
Dixie County High School Principal Paul Bennett were each acknowledged for their 
contribution to the overall success of the school system. 
     Dixie County Superintendent of Schools Mike Thomas introduced the 2019-2020 
Dixie County Superintendent’s Council. It consists of 12 students (six juniors and six 
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seniors) who were selected by students, teachers, and high school administrators. 
     They meet throughout year and gain knowledge of school system structure. Senior 
council members are Kalie Grady, Cynthia Hart, Kyndall Teague, Kyle Lamb, Ervin Sapp 
and Fitzgerald Warren. Junior council members are Jacara Tyson, Chloe Newberry, 
Breanna Keen, Fred Cruz, Zach Markham and Paul White. The Superintendent’s 
Council members served food to all the guests during the luncheon. 
     Educational Staff Professionals of the Year were recognized during the luncheon for 
the dynamic role of support to all aspects of the educational system. 
     Superintendent Thomas said the system would lack effectiveness without staff 
support. 
     Eddie Chavous was named as the Educational Staff Professional of the Year for 
Anderson Elementary School spent many years as a school bus driver before joining the 
staff at AES. Her peers described her as being most dependable and punctual as well as 
one of the hardest workers. 
     Jolene Dixon was named as the Educational Staff Professional of the Year for Old 
Town Elementary School, where she has been employed for over two years. Her current 
role is as a special education paraprofessional. Prior to employment with OTES she 
owned a scuba retail store and taught scuba diving. 
     Ruth Rains Middle School selected Glenda Keen was named as the Educational Staff 
Professional of the Year. Keen’s role as cafeteria manager requires diligent work, making 
sure that all students are fed. Beyond arriving early and staying late, Keen emphasizes 
the importance of education to students as well as encouraging kindness. 
     Joyce Bond was chosen by Dixie County High School as the Educational Staff 
Professional of the Year, as a result of her friendly face, which the students see on as the 
first thing in the morning during breakfast. She has many years employment with 
DCHS, where she always welcomes students with a smile and encouraging comments. 
     The Dixie County School System Transportation Department selected Robyn 
Wilkerson as the School-Related Employee of the Year. Her career with the school 
system is nearly 30 years and current role is bookkeeper for transportation department. 
     Donna Sheppard was selected District Level Employee of the Year. She has worn 
multiple hats during her 20-year employment and is currently a member of the finance 
team. She was described as devoted, hardworking, and meticulous as an accounts 
payable specialist. 
     Teachers of the Year were recognized and described by students. Shirley Jean Davis, 
Teacher of the Year of Anderson Elementary School was introduced by fourth grader 
Logan Marlo. Sue Dunnam, Teacher of the Year of Old Town Elementary School, was 
introduced by kindergartener Ayden Perry. Robyn Norton, Teacher of the Year of Ruth 
Rains Middle, was introduced by eighth grader Mallory VonStein. Travis Osteen, 
Teacher of the Year of Dixie County High School, was introduced by twelfth grader Ryan 
Gates. 
     Pastor Joe Brooks from Cross City Church of God provided the Invocation. 
     Then guests received lunch, served by members of the Superintendent’s Council. The 
meal had a southern flair, including mashed potatoes with potato skins, tender green 
beans, fried chicken, pork loin and a dinner roll. Guests also could indulge themselves 
with smothering the meal in a brown gravy, and furthermore make the luncheon 
memorable by finishing up with strawberry shortcake dessert. 
     Frank Darabi of Darabi and Associates Inc. was the guest speaker, along with being 
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recognized as 2020 Business Partner of the Year for his support to Dixie District 
Schools. 
     During his presentation, two ideas were introduced to people in the audience. The 
first display had the word “Family” in the center surround by boxes with the words 
“community,” “government,” “education,” “work,” “recreation” and “other distractions.” 
     The second display had similar wording presented on a circular system, all inner-
connected. The message of both was family starts at home and encompasses a support 
system from all, for continued success. 
     As the luncheon came to an end, guests were entertained by members of the Dixie 
County High School Band. 
     To see the 2019 story, photos and video from that year’s luncheon, please 
click HERE. 

 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/3-9-19-hardisonink.com-14th-annual-dixie-county-education-business-partnership-luncheon-highlights-progress.pdf

