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9th Annual Car Show wins 

 
Patty Galyean and Brooke Willis register vehicles. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © March 7, 2020 at 7:10 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – The easternmost municipality of Levy County drew crowds again as 
the 9th Annual Car Show was a resounding success – winning in many ways on 
Saturday (March). 

The Rev. Charlz 
Caulwell of the 
WPD Auxiliary is 
among the people 
helping the car 
show succeed. 
WPD Chaplain 
Caulwell is also 
known for his 
service as a 
crossing guard 
and more. He 
helped guide 
drivers of 
competing 
vehicles to the places they needed to be for the car show. 
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The Best of Show trophy winner is this 1934 Chevrolet Howe Fire Engine 
marked with “Ft. Miley, CA” (California) on it. It is owned by Doug Riddle of 
Morriston. 
 

 
Arnie Seaman stands next to the 1923 Ford T-Bucket that he and his wife of 
55 years Sandy Seaman built. The couple won the People’s Choice Award, 
one of two biggest trophies in the show. They have known Williston Police 
Chief for many years, including when he was in law enforcement in Ocala. 
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The two top trophies – Best Of Show 
and People’s Choice – are seen here. 
They are tall. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The 50 trophies shine in the sun before being presented Saturday. 
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Chuck Pratt shows he is still great at hotdog cooking. This is not his first call 
to action for the annual car show. He is Chief Dennis Strow’s brother-in-
law. 
 

 
Some of a crowd that was relatively large is seen here, although the blanket 
of humans for this car show was stretched over a big part of Heritage Park. 
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Above are some of the scores of vehicles at the event. 
 

 
Don Peyton, 72, of Ocala is seen with his 1937 two-door Ford. This retired 
veteran of the United States Army said he has been to four or five of the 
nine annual car shows in Williston. 
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This 1969 Shelby Cobra convertible is owned by a Morriston resident. 
 

 
This 2000 VW Trike is owned by James Tierney of Williston. The skeleton 
in the passenger seat grabbed the attention of many passersby. 
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Jack Screws (left) accepts $1 from Dan Jones in exchange for a hotdog. 
Screws handles the money for the Friends of the Williston Police 
Department. Jones is married to incoming Williston City Councilwoman 
Debra Jones. 
 

 
This 1957 Chevrolet Bel Air is adorned as an Ocala Police Department 
cruiser. It is owned by Eric Hooper of Ocala. The 1957 Chevrolet had a two-
door station wagon model named the Nomad. The '57 Chevy, as it is known, 
is an iconic automobile. 
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This 1987 Ford Crown Victoria is outfitted as an Ocala Police Department 
cruiser. It is owned by Eric Hooper of Ocala. 
 

 
This 1988 Ford Crown Victoria is equipped as a Massachusetts Highway 
Patrol cruiser. 
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     Also known as Williston On Wheels, this event is hosted by the Friends of the 
Williston Police Department. This year, there were more than 70 vehicles entered in the 
competition. 
     It was cold early Saturday morning (March 7) when the cars, trucks and other 
collectible vehicles just kept rolling in. It was about 56 degrees Fahrenheit at the start. 
     As the day went on, it warmed up a bit – but it was still like someone put the natural 
air conditioning thermostat a tad lower than 72 degrees Fahrenheit. 
     Without a doubt the Friends of the Williston Police Department who sponsored this 
event again are very friendly with WPD Chief Dennis Strow. While some degree of the 
massive outpouring of support results from a desire to help Williston, there is always a 
big core of pro-chief folks in the crowd. 
     As for the 2020 Best of Show trophy winner, it was Doug Riddle of Morriston who 
earned it with his entry of a 1934 Chevrolet Howe Fire Engine marked with “Ft. Miley, 
CA” (California) on it. 
     The 2020 People’s Choice Winner was Arnie and Sandy Seaman of Interlachen or 
Ocala or New York State. Their entry of a home built 1923 Ford T-Bucket earned the big 
trophy for them. 
     They have been at every car show by the WPD chief, including the first one that was 
at Williston Municipal Airport and the one last year that as the Williston Municipal 
Airport. 
     Even beyond the other 48 or so other trophies winners on in Williston, the show was 
a winner because it was in competition with other vehicle shows in Ocala, Gainesville 
and Newberry, as well as being at the same time as some activity in the City of Fanning 
Springs, home of the Annual Suwannee River Fair and Youth Livestock Show and Sale. 
     The winning formula for this event is The dedication of people wanting to help the 
WPD. 
     Patty Galyean and Brooke Willis were busy registering vehicle owners. Chuck Pratt, 
with assistance from Chief Strow’s wife Susie Strow, Chuck’s daughter Kaytlyn Pratt and 
Kaytlyn’s best friend, another young woman, and Fred Spogen, the whole hotdog 
cooking business came to fruition. 
     Meanwhile Jack Screws, who oversees the money for the friends, was on hand to 
collect the $1 per hotdog fee. That donation, by the way, covers the bun, and all the 
fixings. 
     Among the leaders of the Friends of the WPD is John Gray of Williston Peanut. 
     Matt Fortney, Wayne Carson and others were at the show again this year for any duty 
they were upon called to perform. 
     Meanwhile, the DJ of the Day was none other than The 2018 WPD-WFR Civilian of 
the Year – John Salmeier. He is known to for being the go-to guy at the WPD – and 
there certainly was enjoyable music in the background for this event. 
     As for the next WPD-WFR Civilian of the Year and other titles, the Williston Police 
Department and Williston Fire Department are scheduled to present titles and awards 
at the annual banquet on Friday (March 13). 
     The Friends of the WPD fund all of the food and trophies for the WPD’s part of this 
big annual celebration. There are no tax dollars spent on that banquet and awards 
program, Chief Strow said. Fire Chief Lamar Stegall is the leader of Williston Fire 
Rescue Department. 
     Chief Strow said he is thankful and humbled by the outpouring of support 
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demonstrated by the Friends of the WPD. 
     He shared an example of how the group helps. 
     When a USDA grant did not come through as it had been anticipated, the chief saw a 
$5,000 shortfall below the capital expenditure budget from his being able to purchase 
two cruisers. The Friends of the WPD donated that $5,000, Strow said, and he bought 
two almost-new Dodge’s that had very low mileage on them each. 
     Despite a relatively chilly start, the annual car show on Saturday was a great success. 
With the blue skies of the day, it warmed up handsomely – making it the type of weather 
that Florida interests like to tell their northern friends about. 
     As with the past car shows, a good time was had by all. 

 


