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     LEVY COUNTY – 
American Legion Post 236 
(Billy Landrum Memorial 
Post) of Levy County 
presented Ivan F. Chubb, 
82, a United States 

Marine Corps veteran, with a special certificate Tuesday evening (March 3), on the 
grounds of the post located just outside of Bronson. 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ivan Chubb stands (at left) as American Legion Post 236 Commander 
Dennis Owens reads from the certificate (at the podium) and First Vice 
Cmdr. Matt Bodmer listens. 
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After the ceremony, three men agree to a photo opportunity. Seen here 
(from left) are First Vice Cmdr. Matt Bodmer, Ivan Chubb and American 
Legion Post 236 Commander Dennis Owens. After the ceremony, everyone 
adjourned to the canteen for refreshments and fellowship, and to 
congratulate Chubb on his award. 
 
     Speaking to the people in attendance were Post Commander Dennis Owens and First 
Vice Cmdr. Matt Bodmer, who is also the canteen manager. 
     Serving as the honor guard that evening was Ken Cottrell, bearing the American flag; 
Sons of American Legion Cmdr. Jerrad Halleran, bearing the post flag; Tommy Dorsey, 
bearing the United States Navy flag; and American Legion Post 136 Second Vice Cmdr. 
Gary Wyant and Captain of the Honor Guard James “Duke” Halonski as the two 
riflemen. 
     First Vice Bodmer opened the program by calling attention to the fact that Chubb had 
served as a volunteer for more than 30 years after completing his military service. 
     “A legionnaire does not ask,” Bodmer said. “He does. A legionnaire sees a person in 
need and helps out. A legionnaire does not have to be called. He’s already there. A 
legionnaire only knows – We can, not we cannot. 
     “The words ‘We cannot’ does not exist in his vocabulary,” Bodmer continued. “A 
legionnaire always walks around with a smile. He has no time for worry, or fret or 
frowns. A legionnaire builds unity, not division.” 
     With those words to tell a little bit about a legionnaire, Bodmer said Chubb has 
earned many awards from all branches of the military service since he has known him. 
Chubb also has earned recognition for his countless hours as a community-oriented 
volunteer, and as a volunteer to the Veterans Administration, Bodmer said. 
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     Bodmer said he has seen Chubb snap to attention, smile and say “Yes sir” during 
USMC presentations, where everyone from a private to a command sergeant major, to 
the various ranks of officers, be present at an annual event in Cedar Key for Marines. 
      First Vice Cmdr. Bodmer said the award presented that night is not political. It is 
titled “The 2020 Life Member – Order of Merit.” 
     Commander Owens then spoke about the certificate presented that night. 
     This was presented to Chubb “Who has unequivocally earned this good and high 
tribute in recognition of their undying commitment, patriotic loyalty and dedication of 
service to President Donald J. Trump, the Republican Party and the United States of 
America.” 
     It is commissioned on Jan. 10 and it is signed by President Trump, Vice President 
Mike Pence and Republican National Committee Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel. 
     Before the ceremony, Chubb, who is a past commander of the post, said he has been a 
Republican since he was old enough to vote. Like any good legionnaire, he is not one to 
seek division. 
     “I would like for them (other voters) to vote for a Republican,” Chubb said. “But I 
don’t care who they vote for – just vote.” 
     Among the other past American Legion Post 236 commanders at the event was Pat 
Plemmons. Plemmons is the commander of Suwannee River AmVets Post 422 in the 
City of Fanning Springs. 
     As for American Legion Post 236. It used to be in Williston, and it marks its 70th 
birthday this year. 
     Founded on Nov. 21, 1950, American Legion Post 236 was located across the street 
from the Williston High School football field. It was a small building on a quarter-acre of 
land. 
     The post is known as the Billy Landrum Memorial Post in honor of the World War II 
veteran with that name. The relatively new multi-purpose building on the grounds near 
Bronson today is named in honor of United States Army PFC Jamie Page of Bronson, 
who was 23 when he was killed in a roadside bombing in Afghanistan in 2010. 
     The post is now at 9550 U.S. Alt. 27 – just outside of Bronson on the way to Williston. 
     The post has been at its current location for more than 10 years now. 
     This is the only American Legion in Levy County, and the members recently voted to 
name it American Legion of Levy County, although the National American Legion 
organization always will list it as American Legion of Williston, because that is where it 
was founded. 
     The post would love to have more members. American Legion Post 236, its Auxiliary, 
and the Sons of the American Legion as well as the American Legion Riders all meet at 
the post. To contact the post by phone, call 352-486-9128. This is the canteen number 
and opens at noon daily. 

 


