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NCBDC director shares information about 
business resources related to COVID-19 
 
By Nature Coast Business Development Council 
Executive Director David Pieklik 
March 28, 2020 at 4:10 p.m. 
     INGLIS – While Levy County has had one positive COVID-19 case as of March 27, 
people along the Nature Coast have seen the impact from the pandemic in communities 
across the state and nation as well. 
     Information has been rapidly distributed about preventing spread of the virus, and 
potential help for those impacted. For affected businesses and employees, it can be 
overwhelming figuring out what to do to keep operating or offset financial strain. The 
Nature Coast Business Development Council continues to assist employers and 
employees Levy County with overcoming concerns, including through a resource page at 
www.naturecoast.org. 
     Included are links to several key loan programs to help businesses with everything 
from payroll and working capital, to equipment financing and paid leave. What follows 
is a brief explanation of some of these programs, from eligibility to process. We will 
assist businesses in need to ensure our economy remains strong and grows stronger 
through this. 
START HERE: Damage assessment survey 
     Businesses are first asked to complete a damage assessment survey to gauge impact 
of the virus locally and potentially open the door for federal disaster relief. The online 
form-based survey takes five minutes to complete and is available at 
https://floridadisaster.biz/BusinessDamageAssessments. 
STATE ASSISTANCE: Small Business Emergency Bridge Loan or Rebuild Florida 
Business Loan Fund 
     The most likely source of assistance for local businesses will be the state’s Small 
Business Emergency Bridge Loan. The short-term no interest loans are for eligible 
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privately owned businesses with two to 100 employees. Businesses must show 
significant economic impact and the inability to pay “ordinary and necessary operating 
expenses,” per guidelines. 
     The Small Business Development Center in Ocala, which processes these 
applications, wants businesses to know that due to the high volume of received 
applications, businesses approved for the loan might not receive funds for more than six 
weeks from approval.   
     The Rebuild Florida program can provide up to $500,000 for eligible impacted 
businesses to help with inventory purchases, construction or renovation, working or 
start-up capital, machinery and equipment purchases or financing.  Information on 
these programs, including additional eligibility requirements, can be found at 
http://floridajobs.org/rebuildflorida/businessrecovery 
FEDERAL PROGRAMS 
     The Small Business Administration remains a primary source for traditional business 
lending, and also for disaster assistance. Its Economic Injury Disaster Loan covers 
businesses other programs don’t, such as non-profits or businesses that have more than 
100 employees. The low-interest loans work to overcome temporary loss of revenue, 
providing up to $2-million. 
     Express Bridge Loans are for those who already work with SBA lenders, providing up 
to $25,000 with less paperwork involved to bridge the economic gap while applying for 
the EIDL Click HERE. 
     The Internal Revenue Service is providing updates on the recently approved stimulus 
checks, as well as the extension of the federal income tax deadline to July 15. Also, the 
IRS has worked with the US Treasury Department to offer tax relief programs, including 
for paid coronavirus-related leave for employees. 
Visit  https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus to learn more. 
     Businesses with questions or assistance needs can contact the Executive Director of 
the Nature Coast Business Development Council at director@naturecoast.org, or 352-
221-5113. 
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