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WPD WFR banquet celebrates those 
who serve 

 
(from left) WPD Chief Dennis Strow, Jimmy Willis Jr. of the WFR, Levy 
County Sheriff Bobby McCallum and Marion County Sheriff Billy Woods are 
seen on stage Friday night. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Blaine Vitallo 
HardisonInk.com Correspondent 
© March 15, 2020 at 3:10 p.m. 
     WILLISTON – The Annual Williston Fire and Police Awards Banquet held Friday 
evening (March 13) was once again a resounding success. 
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Williston Mayor Jerry Robinson and Williston City Council Vice President 
Marguerite Robinson are among the many city leaders at the event. 
 

 
(from left) Jimmy Willis Jr., WFR Chief Lamar Stegall, Mayor Jerry 
Robinson and WPD Chief Dennis Strow are seen on the stage at the 
clubhouse of Williston Crossings RV Resort on Friday (March 13). 
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Some of the firefighters who stood to be recognized are seen here. 
 
     Police and fire officials from Levy and Marion counties gathered at the Williston 
Crossings RV Resort to enjoy a steak dinner and recognize the achievements by the men 
and women of the Williston Police Department (WPD) and Williston Fire Rescue 
Department (WFR) and their partners in the profession of public safety. 
     Awards were presented to officials and officers who have demonstrated bravery, 
commitment and love of their community. 
     “Today…we remind ourselves, or should remind ourselves, the risk our police officers 
take every time they put their badge on and go out into the public, doing their job,” 
Williston Mayor Jerry Robinson said during his opening address. 
     Brooke Ellzey Willis, the top administrative assistant of the WPD and WFR, who 
planned and set up for the event, said that this event is a time for everyone to come 
together and for police and firefighters to “get what they deserve.” 
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This display is in honor of the late WPD Cpl. David W. Moss. 
 

 
Lori Moss and Traveler Wendell 
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     DC Floyd was presented with the annual David W. Moss Humanitarian Award for 
giving away backpacks full of school supplies and free haircuts to hundreds of children. 
He also held a Christmas party for local foster children. 
     The late WPD Cpl. David W. Moss died in the line of duty on July 30, 1988. He is the 
only WPD officer to have died in the line of duty. 
     Former WPD Chief Dan Davis created this award, which now includes a laser-etched 
actual fingerprint from the late corporal on the clear acrylic award. 
     The award goes to a person who commits to the welfare of the residents and visitors 
Williston. 
     A portrait of Moss was set up in the entryway with a quote from Joshua 1:9: “Be 
strong and courageous.” 
     Floyd was presented with the award by Moss’s widow, Lori. 
 

 
Chance Rosa holds a Certificate of Valor from the Benevolent Protective 
Order of the Elks. There were many awards presented Friday night. 
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Jimmy Willis Jr., Ryker Gauthier and Lamar Stegall are seen here as 
Gauthier accepts an award for his helping a patient by applying CPR for 30 
minutes unassisted. 
 
     Ryker Gauthier of the WFR was recognized for providing CPR on the scene of a 
person who suffered cardiac arrest. Gauthier worked alone for 30 minutes, which for a 
person providing CPR is an extremely long time. 
     Kathy Graham earned the Life Saving award by saving an 8-year-old child when she 
took him by the arm and pulled him out of the path of an oncoming float during the 
Williston Middle High School homecoming parade. 
     Kelby Osteen was presented with what Stegall called a “special-special” award for 
forgetting to apply the parking brake in a tanker that rolled downhill and destroyed a 
chain link fence. Osteen was presented a wheel chock, which Chief Stegall held up for 
everyone to see. 
     All of the awards, recognition, and promotions presented throughout the evening 
highlight the commitment and friendship of the Levy and Marion counties’ public 
servants who respond to emergency calls for help, as well as perform the sometimes not-
so-glamorous duties they are called upon to complete. 
     “You are ambassadors of freedom, liberty, and order,” Williston Mayor Robinson said 
to the officers. 
     The Fire Department’s Call of the Year was the Derby Gold Fire on Sept. 15, when 
WFR members used 71,500 gallons of water to extinguish a fire at Derby Gold (Pine 
Shavings) in an effort that lasted for in excess of 13 hours. 
     Three of the responders described the incident with the word “holy” and another 
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word, Stegall jokingly said. 
     Firefighters also extinguished a fire at Monterey Boats with minimal damage to the 
facility this past year. 
     Last year there was a 16 percent reduction in violent crime but an 81 percent increase 
in calls to the fire department. If the trend continues, the fire department will receive 
about 2,400 calls this upcoming year, the chief said. 
     “Our community is growing, but with people like we have in our police and fire 
department we will continue to meet the demands of our citizens,” Stegall said. 
     Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum of and Marion County Sheriff Billy Woods were 
recognized for their partnership in helping protecting life and property in Williston. 
     “We work together,” WPD Chief Dennis Strow said. “We perish together. And we’re 
not planning to perish anytime soon.” 
     There were several VIPs at the event including Williston City Council members 
Marguerite Robinson and Debra Jones, City Manager Scott Lippmann, City Clerk 
Latricia Wright, WPD Chaplain Charlz Caulwell, Levy County Coordinator Wilbur Dean, 
Levy County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks, John Kelly of the Florida Forest 
Service, Chiefland City Manager Mary Ellzey,  members of the Friends of Williston 
Police Board of Directors, and many others. 
     The event was paid for entirely by the Friends of Williston Police, at no cost to 
taxpayers. High school students from Williston Central Christian Academy worked as 
servers, which traditionally in the past was by youth of the First United Methodist 
Church of Williston. 
     Brent Stegall, who is the son of Chief Stegall, was named Officer of the Year, Jared 
Caswell was named Firefighter of the Year, and the K9 unit of Shadow, Officer Richard 
Peters, and Sgt. Bryan Landis were named Police Officer of the Year. 
     Jimmy Willis Sr. was named volunteer of the year. 
     To see the 2019 story and photos from the 2019 banquet, please click HERE. 

 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/3-14-19-hardisonink.com-williston-police-and-fire-departments-2018-annual-banquet.pdf

