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Tourists 
see wildlife 
galore 
during 
astounding 
boat ride 
 
An adult American 
Bald Eagle stands 
on a branch near 
one of the 
waterways Capt. 
Rick LeFiles took 
people on during 
an ecotour on 
Wednesday (March 
11). He’s not bald. 
He just has white 
feathers on his 
head and tail. 
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     YANKEETOWN – 
People from Indiana, 
Virginia, New Jersey and 
Jemlands (Levy County) 
enjoyed a spectacular boat 
tour Wednesday morning 
(March 11). 
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https://youtu.be/Vn8fwUALvww 

Here is a video of an otter seen on Wednesday during the ecotour in 
Yankeetown. 
By Jeff M. Hardison © March 12, 2020 at 9:10 p.m. 

All Copyrights Reserved  
 

 

 
 

 
Buddy the dog enjoys the ecotour. 
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The boat on 
the right is 
relatively 
sunk. It and 
the boat 
next to it are 
in an inlet 
created by 
people. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
An Anhinga 
is seen 
submerged 
except for 
neck and 
head. The 
Anhinga is 
also known 
as the 
snake-bird 
for its habit 
of 
swimming 
with its body 
submerged 
in the water 
and just its 
long thin 
head and 
neck visible. 
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A young American Bald Eagle is seen in a tree. He is not old enough for his 
white feathers yet. 
 
     Capt. Rick Lefiles, owner of Blackwater Tours and Charters, provided a two-hour 
narrated tour of the Withlacoochee River, a touch of the Gulf of Mexico and Bennett 
Creek. Passengers saw several alligators in the wild. 
     Many adult and young American Bald Eagles, osprey, softback turtles (sliders), an 
otter, small blue herons, a great blue heron, sandhill cranes, wood storks, ibis, multi-
colored cranes and manatees (including a calf with its mother) were seen during the 
tour. 
     This was the first of Capt. LeFiles’ tours that Wednesday. To learn about his business 
of providing nature guides on the River, and fishing trips, too, please visit his website at 
http://ospreyguides.com/. 
     The captain took the six passengers on the ecotour in his boat the Osprey III, a 20-
foot Bennington pontoon, which is United States Coast Guard-certified for up to six 
passengers. 
     LeFiles, a native of Valdosta, Georgia, has a long history of working on the water, 
including catching tarpon in that very area. 
     On Wednesday, he shared a two-hour narration of the history of Inglis and 

http://ospreyguides.com/
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Yankeetown, which he colorfully shared in a personal and friendly manner. For people 
familiar with Florida, levy County and these communities, his stories were entertaining. 
 

 
A Little Blue Heron is a common but inconspicuous resident of the 
estuaries in the Southeast – including in Yankeetown, as seen here on the 
tour Wednesday. 
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Some of the 
natural beauty on 
the trip is seen 
here. A tree. The 
captain told a story 
about a giant tree 
in Florida that died 
from a person 
lighting a crack 
pipe while they 
were in the hollow 
tree. 
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Alligators are seen on the trip. On this ecotour, there were several alligators 
seen in the wild – of every size, even a couple of 12-foot long ‘gators. 
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This white heron is walking on oyster shells and mud. The trip included 
seeing things when the tide was low. 
 

 
An old shrimp boat and a newer version of a shrimp boat are seen here 
docked near each other. 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
A mother manatee and her calf swim by Capt. Rick LeFiles’ boat the Osprey 
III. The tour guide spoke about these mammals that swim in the 
Withlacoochee River, and elsewhere. 
 

 
This Osprey is among those birds seen on the tour. The people were on a 
boat named Osprey III. 
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This young American Bald Eagle is among those seen on the tour. 
 

     For the tourists, they also were entertaining, as well as being educational and 
informative. On this trip, he opened with a story about A.F. Knotts, the founder of what 
became Yankeetown. 
     Knotts would hunt and fish starting in the 1915 in the Withlacoochee River, 
Homosassa River, Waccasassa River and Crystal River, LeFiles said. 
     He told about how people from the north would come to what became known as 
Yankeetown, even though Knotts might have wanted to name the town after himself. 
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The otter is seen in three still shots. He was very active. Capt. LeFiles shared 
a story about when he came face-to-face with an otter on one of his boats 
one day. (Please check out the video closer to the top of this article.) 

     Knotts, an attorney, a judge and an engineer with a survey company from Indiana. 
This developer of the area was relatively well off financially, LeFiles said. He shared with 
listeners that he used six different published books to create his narrative, adding that 
there is a book for sale at the Yankeetown Public Library, which tells about some of the 
history of the area. 
     Knotts decided to retire in this part of Florida, LeFiles said. 
     He chose this area rather than near the Crystal River, because it was spring fed and 
was shallow. With the Withlacoochee being deeper, Knotts envisioned bigger boats 
coming up the river from the Gulf of Mexico, to help the town develop. 
     LeFiles told about the construction of the Izaak Walton Lodge, which is now the 
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home of the Black Water Grill, where Capt. LeFiles, from which he launches and returns 
with the Osprey III. 
     Knotts named the lodge after Izaak Walton (Aug. 9, 1593- Dec. 15, 1683). Among his 
works, Walton authored The Compleat Angler (1653), a pastoral discourse on the joys 
and stratagems of fishing that has been one of the most frequently reprinted books in 
English literature.     
     LeFiles spoke about the history of phosphate mining, shrimping, starting to build the 
Cross Florida Barge Canal, the history of the Withlacoochee River and other Florida 
rivers, and much more. 
     He shared a novel story about Elvis Presley and the 1962 movie Follow That Dream. 
Part of Levy County Road 40 West is named after the movie, which was filmed in Inglis, 
Yankeetown and other parts of this area. 
     LeFiles said accurately that for many years the people of Inglis and Yankeetown have 
not always gotten along. As part of this story, he mentioned that Inglis has designated 
one small area as “Cracker Town.” The term “Cracker,” he said comes from the crack of 
the whip of cattlemen from old Florida, where they would round up loose cows and 
brand them, making those wild cows their own. 
     He spoke about his time as a fishing guide where he would push a long pole as 
fishermen looked over the bow to find the fish they sought to catch. 
     Telling passengers a much more recent fishing story than when he used to push a 
long pole, the captain spoke about his own guided service where the anglers sought 
redfish earlier that very week, but came home with large trout instead – resulting in big 
fish filets for those fishermen. 
     As Capt. LeFiles spoke, he pointed out historic landmarks that still exist – even 
though, for instance, a structure that was formerly a shrimp packing plant is now a very 
nice residence. 
     And the ecotour guide spoke about deserted boats sitting in a manmade canal, and 
what could be done to float them and remove – as well as the unlikelihood of that 
happening. 
     While he knew where some animals were likely going to be seen, nature is not 
something that even the best guide can control. 
     For the passengers on this trip, the guaranteed entertainment and information 
presented by Capt. LeFiles was something to write home about – but the plethora of 
creatures was a thrill beyond expectations. 
     The first alligator seen on the trip excited some passengers. However, just as Capt. 
LeFiles said, there were many, many alligators waiting to be seen. And so, they were. 
     While some people don’t want to swim in water if they see an alligator, Capt. LeFiles 
said he used to swim in the river, although not when alligators were around. 
     When he saw a bull shark, however, he decided to not swim in the Withlacoochee 
River anymore. 
     Bull sharks are a relatively aggressive shark, and they have bitten and killed people in 
Florida. It’s not like sharks hunt people, but a human can be seen as a food source for 
some species of sharks – at least until the shark tastes the human and then chooses to 
find better food. 
     As for alligators, harassing them or feeding them is illegal. By feeding an alligator, it 
causes them to lose their fear of humans. Despite alligators not being inclined to attack 
humans, swimming with them is not recommended. 
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These pelicans are a relatively common bird seen on the Gulf of Mexico. 
Here they are during low tide near the Levy County Road 40 western end. 
 

 
Coming back into dock, some of the many boats on that part of the 
Withlacoochee River are seen on Wednesday. The captain also pointed out 
some traps used to capture stone crabs. There is a stone crab fisherman in 
the area with many traps, and he is bringing them in as the season ends. 
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This fishing guide with a long pole is guiding a fisherman in search of 
redfish. Capt. Rick LeFiles did this type of fishing guide work in this 
manner for several years. 
 

 
The story of Florida Power Corp., Progress Energy Florida and Duke Energy 
Florida includes nuclear, coal, oil and natural gas electric generation. The 
ecotour guide shared his insight from part of that history. These structures 
are in the Crystal River area. This is looking south from the Yankeetown 
area. 
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This bird is among the animals seen on the trip. It could be a multi-colored 
crane. 
 

 
This Great Blue Crane picture captures one of the many moving moments 
during the trip. The wildlife seen on that one ecotour with six passengers 
and one captain was awesome. 
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This is one handsome Wood Stork seen flying over the area during the 
ecotour. (There was a photo published earlier this week of Wood Storks 
conferring at a pond.) 

     Tourists on the boat learned about young bald eagles not having white feathers on 
their heads and tails. Those American symbols were seen in trees and flying overhead 
during the two-hour ecotour. 
     Various types of herons and cranes were pointed out. The fauna of the region that was 
seen along the riverbanks and in creeks were named and descriptions of their use was 
shared as well by LeFiles. 
     To capture the years from the 1800s to the 2ooos in Capt. LeFiles’ narrative, really is 
not possible. Going on the ecotour with him is the single best way to experience that, as 
well as to probably see a relatively good assortment of animals. 
     On this trip, Capt. LeFiles even showed a nautical map, as well as actual historic 
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pictures of certain aspects of Florida history from this region as he guided the Osprey 
III. 
     Some lucky passengers get to ride with Buddy, LeFiles’ pet dog. As for Wednesday’s 
first trip of the day, Buddy definitely enjoyed the 10 a.m. to noon trip, but the captain 
said his dog might not make all three tours that day. 
     Capt. LeFiles spoke about the wildlife and this Florida designated Outstanding 
Waterway during the whole trip, as well as sharing some of the state’s history, and tales 
of some local folk from the past. 
     While each of his ecotours are unique, due to the daily tidal swing, many kinds of 
animals – even beyond those seen Wednesday, such as deer, turkey, wild boar, porpoise, 
and mullet schools can be seen above and below the surface from visitors’ vantage point 
on Osprey III. 
     Bennett Creek. Roseate Spoonbill and the only native American stork, the Wood 
Stork, are appreciated here almost year-round. 
You will have direct input throughout the trip with your guide. Interact with your guest 
and even do a little guiding of your own. The Captain will be happy to make navigation 
adjustments when that special photo opportunity presents itself. The trip is a wonderful 
look back into “Old Florida”. They will linger a little longer as the sunset reflects off the 
water at the end of another beautiful day on the Withlacoochee. Reservations suggested. 
All major credit cards accepted. 352-400-0133. 
     The seven-mile ecotour costs $30 per person, with a minimum of two passengers and 
a maximum of six passengers. For the six passengers on the first tour of Wednesday, 
there was 100 percent agreement that everyone got even more than what they paid for. 
 

 
That's all folks! 

 


