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College preview shows gem of a resource 

 
This is the main building on the campus of the College of Central Florida in Levy County. Other 

structures are anticipated to be built on the property in the future. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © March 1, 2020 at 3:10 p.m. 

     LEVY COUNTY – The Jack Wilkinson Campus of the College of Central Florida, located in Levy County on 

the west side of U.S. Highway 19 just south of the City of Fanning Springs, was a hubbub of activity on Saturday 

(Feb. 29) for a few hours. 

     Interested students and parents visited the campus between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. as part of the community 

college’s invitation for everyone to preview the campus. 

     Visiting with administrators, faculty and walking all over the two-story structure revealed why the CF Levy 

Campus is a gem of a resource. Students enjoy benefits from the connection with other two campuses located in 

Citrus and Marion counties, too. 

     Beyond the esoteric realms, where one may care about individualism experienced by students at a smaller 

college in contrast with a large university, there is the pragmatic realm. 

     A CF student can enjoy quality, affordability and feel a relatively strong sense for future employability or 

continued education after graduating CF. 

     As for quality, CF is ranked in the top 1 percent for affordability across the United States, with tuition rates 

that haven't been raised for the last six years. CF awards more than $2 million in scholarships every year. More 

than 85 percent of students receive financial aid, according to information provided by the college. 

     As for quality, CF is ranked as the number 17 community college in the nation and as the number 5 

community college in Florida. The award-winning faculty, small class sizes and support services such as 

tutoring enable the students to thrive in the classroom, according to information provided by the college. 

     The college provides much more information at its website, located at https://www.cf.edu/. 

     Meanwhile, taking a journey by using pictures and captions, following is one review of that three-hour 

opportunity in Levy County on Saturday. 

 

https://www.cf.edu/
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Scores of people enjoy gathering information about the College of Central Florida, and 

especially the opportunities found at the campus in Levy County. 

 

 

CF Enrollment and Student Services 

Coordinator Katherine “Kat” Davis 

standing in the background helps (from 

left) Florence Whitmore, Justin Fowler 

and Bill Fowler, all of Newberry, 

consider aspects for the potential of 

Justin Fowler to attend CF. Justin said 

this is one of the places where he is 

considering being a student. Davis and 

others helped potential students learn 

about all of the advantages of attending 

CF. Another person helping people on 

Saturday in Levy County was CF 

Coordinator for Educational 

Opportunity Keith Bracey, visiting from 

the Ocala campus. The person at the 

Levy Campus who normally helps 

students with financial aid matters is 

Educational Opportunity Center Coordinator Regina Darling-James. 
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One popular activity at the preview event was being photographed in a frame showing the 

subject as a Future Patriot. The team name for CF sports and other activities is Patriots. Seen 

here are Kelly Runnels, 16, of Gulf Hammock and Tayen Poplin, 14, of Bronson. Both teens are 

homeschoolers and they are both looking at CF as a place to further their education after 

completing the high school level of education in Florida. 

 

 

Christine Knierim, Ph.D., is 

among the CF faculty at the 

preview event in Levy County on 

Saturday. She teaches First 

Year Experience, which is a 

course for freshmen to learn 

about their first year in higher 

education. Dr. Knierim also 

teaches ENC 1101 and ENC 11o2, 

which are college level English 

composition classes. This 

professor is the person 

responsible to help students 

regarding their service, civic 

and community engagement. In 

this duty, she is in her second 

term. This faculty leadership 

role is limited by time, and so while she has five years in that capacity, it is from her service 

there being split by a term rather than being two consecutive terms. Dr. Knierim teaches at the 

Ocala campus of CF. 
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This set of three individuals helps 

capture some of the friendly and fun 

spirit of the day. They are (from left) 

CF Coordinator of Counseling and 

Community Resources Madelyn H. 

Ballard, LMHC; CF Student Services 

Staff Assistant Renee F. Proctor and 

volunteer Lynn Urfer. Each of these 

ladies assured that answers were 

found for any questions posed to 

them. 

 

 

 

 

CF Manager of Instructional 

Services Leah Gamble is seen at 

the Staff Lounge on the CF Levy 

Campus where she stands next 

to seven boxes of Hungry Howie 

pizzas provided for staff and 

volunteers that day. This staff 

lounge is named in recognition 

of the late Ralph Dahlstrom, 

founder of Ralph’s Burgers in 

Chiefland. There is also a 

faculty suite, where faculty and 

adjunct instructors have offices, 

as does Manager of 

Instructional Services Gamble. 

CF Manager of Instructional 

Services Gamble provided tours of the whole campus to groups that day, and to one visiting 

journalist as well. This campus includes several areas for use by the whole spectrum of 

students. Among the services available are GED certification, where those students have a 

classroom and a computer lab for use. Another area is a testing lab where 30-plus students can 

take tests at the same time. The testing lab has an ADA-compliant room too. There is learning 

support office for students to utilize tutorial and all forms of academic help. The onsite 

bookstore is available one week before classes start each semester and during the first part of 

those classes. The college has two conference rooms available for use by external entities such 

as the Nature Coast Business Development Council. One conference room can comfortable 

accommodate 14 to 16 people, with video and audio teleconference capability. The smaller 

conference room is for up to eight people. Groups interested in using a CF conference room at 

the Levy Campus should contact Martha Chadburn at the campus (352-658-4077 extension 

2102). 
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Students have free access to this onsite workout room, which includes the machines seen here. 

There are also yoga and spin classes open for students to participate in this part of the building. 

 

 
This student lounge area includes a table for ping-pong and one for table hockey, where the 

field players are moved to “kick” the “ball” by the participants rotating the handles. Vending 

machines are on the other side of a wall, too. 
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This is one of four upstairs classrooms. There are two computer labs upstairs as well with at 

least 25 computers available for students. There is a classroom where students can participate 

remotely with other students and professors at the Ocala and Lecanto campuses. For instance, 

one American government class included 14 students from Levy County who were able to learn 

with their counterparts at the Citrus County campus. Students in Levy County can ask 

questions and interact with their colleagues and professors in the other campuses when that 

option is activated. 

 

 
This is a picture of one of the computer labs. In this computer lab, students have the ability to 

use two monitor screens at once, which as some computer users know can be very 

advantageous. 



HardisonInk.com 
 

 
Here are CF Levy Campus Manager of Instructional Services Leah Gamble and CF Levy Campus 

Provost Holly McGlashan as they are captured on film during the preview event Saturday. They 

are two of the leaders in education and administration who help assure that students, faculty, 

staff and others realize that the College of Central Florida offers a robust campus life that is 

available not only to students, but to all residents and visitors within the surrounding 

communities. 

 

 

 

 

This is the science lab on the 

second floor. Among the 

students and professors 

using this lab are those 

involved in Anatomy I and 

Anatomy II, Physiology I and 

Physiology II, and 

Microbiology. 
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This model of a human skeleton, seen in the science lab, smiles for the camera. 

 

 
SCORE Nature Coast has office space on the campus. This chapter of SCORE consists of 25 

volunteers with varying backgrounds from small business owners to corporate. Originally 

SCORE was an acronym for the “Service Corps of Retired Executives.” Founded in 1964, SCORE 

is a nonprofit organization that provides free and confidential business mentoring services to 

prospective and established small business owners in the United States. This SCORE chapter 

has volunteers who are eager to provide free mentoring to businesses in Citrus and Levy 

counties. 
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This is one view of the library. The paintings in the background are replicas of some of the 

many great works at the Appleton Museum of Fine Art, which is owned by CF, and is in Ocala. 

There is also a learning resource center on the campus with separate rooms for group study 

and conferring by students, and some other computers for student use. 

 

 
Dr. Alder MoonOak is an adjunct instructor in humanities and social sciences. He was among 

the faculty at the event on Saturday. Visitors who took time to speak with Dr. MoonOak may 

have learned that part of the study of humanities involves human creativity. 

 

     To enjoy a free tour of the CF Levy Campus, click HERE. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cf-levy-campus-tour-tickets-53180913544

