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Library administrative assistant apologizes to 
complainer; 
Democrats offer assistance with commissioner’s 
investigation 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 9, 2020 at 10:10 p.m. 
     BRONSON – Democrats are offering to help a county commissioner who is 
investigating the use of public libraries in Levy County, after one woman complained via 
an email and then complained again in person.     Within four hours after a Levy County 
woman complained via email to every individual county commissioner on a Sunday 
morning about the potential to “taint” the counties’ five libraries by allowing political 
groups to conduct meetings there, the administrative assistant for the counties’ libraries 
sent her an email to apologize. 
     Public records show Toni C. Collins on Sunday, Jan. 26, sent an email to every county 
commissioner as well as to County Coordinator Wilbur Dean. 
     All of those Levy County Democratic Party meetings in the Bronson Public Library 
were during the hours when the library is not open for general use. However the 
meetings were free and open to the public. 
     “I want to lodge my objection against the local Democratic Party holding their 
monthly meetings in the Bronson Public Library,” Collins wrote in the email sent at 8:17 
a.m. that Sunday (Jan. 26). “A county facility for the use of the public should not be 
‘tainted’ by politics.” 
     At 12:34 p.m. that same Sunday (Jan. 26), according to records, Levy County Library 
Administrative Assistant Jeanine Turner wrote to Collins in an email noting that any 
individual or group can reserve the space at a public library in Levy County for meetings 
during the hours when the library is not being used for the general public. 
     “Miss Toni, I truly appreciate your continued support and dedication to our levy (sic) 
libraries and sincerely apologize for any grief or discomfort this has caused you,” Turner 
wrote back. 
      Turner noted before this apology in her response that it was her opinion that any 
group “advertising” that it was meeting at the library would lose the ability to do so in 
the future because some person might presume a meeting at the library shows 
endorsement by the library for some group. 
     The actual relevant policy that took effect on Sept. 3, 2002, when Tony Parker was 
the chairman of the County Commission, is shown verbatim below: 
Policy: 
1.   The Levy County Public Library System provides meeting space in some library 
facilities to non-profit organization engaged in educational, cultural, intellectual or 
charitable activities. Space is available on an equitable basis, regardless of the beliefs or 
affiliations of groups requesting use. The library does not exclude any non-profit group 
based on the subject matter to be discussed or the ideas that a group advocates. The 
Library System does not advocate or endorse the viewpoints of meetings or meeting 
room users. 
2.  Conditions and Terms of Use: 
     A. Eligible groups may use the meeting space free of charge. 
     B. Events and meetings must be open to the public with free admission. 
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     C. Collections, fund solicitation and direct sales are not permitted. 
     D. Meeting space occupancy must not exceed that set for a location by the Fire 
Marshal. 
     E. All persons attending must conform to the guidelines set forth in the Patron Code 
of Conduct policy. 
     F. The person responsible for the group is responsible for meeting space set-up and 
returning the meeting space to the condition in which it was provided. 
     G. The person responsible for the group must sign a liability statement accepting 
responsibility for any damage done to the library facilities or equipment as a result of 
the meeting. 
     H. Groups failing to give notice of cancellation twice in succession may be denied 
future use of the meeting space. 
     On Feb. 4, Collins told the County Commission she was unhappy with not hearing a 
response from any of them, despite the email of apology from Turner the same Sunday 
when Collins complained the first time. 
     At the Feb. 4 commission meeting, Levy County Commissioner Lilly Rooks said she 
would investigate the library use policy. 
     Attorney Brandon S. Peters, who is the director of the Voter Protection Department 
of the Florida Democratic Party, sent an email on the Tuesday evening after the Tuesday 
morning (Feb. 4) regular County Commission meeting, when Collins complained, and 
Rooks offered to investigate. 
     Director Peters’ email is noted verbatim below. 
     Good Evening Commissioner Rooks, 
     I hope this email finds you doing well. 
     I understand that you are investigating the use of the Bronson Public Library by the 
Levy County Democratic Party. Please let me know if I can assist you in your 
investigation in any way. 
     I hope that you would agree that our local elected officials ought to resolve the issue 
raised at this morning’s Commission meeting by reference to a content-neutral rule or 
ordinance that is already on the books. Put differently, I am not sure that adopting a 
new standard at this juncture would be legally appropriate unless the local Democrats’ 
use of this library facility is hurting someone in a way that is provable by competent 
evidence. 
     I would appreciate your including this email in your investigative report to the 
Commission. 
     Thank you. 
     Cordially yours, 
     Bandon S. Peters, Esquire 
     ~ 
     As noted in the second paragraph of the American Library Association's topic titled 
"Meeting Rooms: An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights," it notes "If libraries 
adopt policies that are perceived to restrict potentially controversial groups’ access to 
meeting rooms, they may face legal and financial consequences." 
     The American Library Association appears to endorse diversity and inclusion, rather 
than what can be seen as exclusion due to some alleged “tainting” by politics. 
     As indicated by a letter dated Nov. 7, 2019, written to Citrus County Commission 
Chairman Jeff Kinnard, the Florida Library Association does not agree with government 
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restrictions on varying viewpoints. 
     Florida Library Association Intellectual Freedom Committee Chair Heather Snapp 
and Florida Library Association Executive Director Lisa J. O’Donnell, CAE, noted their 
objection to the Citrus County Commission banning The New York Times. 
     In Citrus County, county commissioners voted 3-2 to not take out a digital 
subscription for The New York Times, but to keep the printed version of the paper 
instead. 
     County officials’ during the board’s Oct. 24, 2019 meeting drew fire when at least one 
commissioner was alleged to have said The New York Times has been writing “fake 
news.” 
     “On behalf of the Florida Library Association (FLA), representing more than 1,050 
members and 60 public and academic institutions, we urge you to reconsider your 
position on the recent Citrus County agenda item (October 24, 2019, item E4) related to 
the library’s electronic subscription to The New York Times. We firmly believe that your 
residents and library visitors should be allowed access to varying viewpoints as 
promised by First Amendment rights to Free Speech and Freedom of Belief,” the Florida 
Library Association leaders noted in their first paragraph. 
     Snapp and O’Donnell went on to note in their letter to the Citrus County Board of 
County Commissioners that “Public libraries are government agencies subject to the 
First Amendment. Rejecting or censoring a publication based upon its political 
viewpoint represents both content and viewpoint discrimination that is contrary to the 
spirit of the First Amendment. We stand by the American Library Association’s 
Freedom to Read Statement: we believe that democratic societies are more safe, free, 
and creative when the free flow of public information is not restricted by governmental 
prerogative. 
     “We know that you support Citrus County Library System in many ways, and your 
dedication to the library is appreciated. In working closely with your library director, 
Eric Head, we know you are aware of the wonderful programs and services provided by 
the hardworking staff and volunteers. Your library system offers a myriad of 
opportunities for Citrus County and your long-standing support of the library should not 
be marginalized as we seek to remedy this most recent situation.  
     “Again, we ask that you take a considered and thoughtful approach to this item at 
your next Board of County Commissioners’ meeting this month and be mindful that 
personal, political views should never overshadow the freedom of information.” 
     An answer to the question of excluding a group of people because of one person’s 
concept of “tainting” a structure by having a political party meet there may be available 
as soon as the next regular meeting of the Levy County Board of County Commissioners, 
in the Levy County Courthouse. 

 


