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Parade and 
basketball game 
highlight school's 
homecoming 
activities 

 
Preparing for a parade Friday 
morning and then for a 
basketball game Friday evening 
are Creekside Christian School 
Otters (from left) cheerleader 
Shelby Scherer, cheerleader 
Harley Meeks, Sponsor Dana 
Mathews and cheerleader 
Ariana Maldonado. 
 

Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 7, 2020 at 7:10 p.m. 
     OTTER CREEK -- Students, teachers, staff, administrators, family members, 
friends and fans of Creekside Christian School were among the many people who 
enjoyed being in the homecoming parade or watching it on Friday morning (Feb. 7). 
  

Pulled from 
pre-parade 
duties for a 
photo 
opportunity 
are (from 
left) 
Creekside 
Christian 
School 
Principal Tim 
Campbell 
(who is also 
pastor of 
Otter Creek 
Baptist 
Church), his 
wife Dawn Campbell and Creekside Christian School Secretary Nissa 
Jaquess. 
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Seen here are (from left) Forest Ranger Jason Byrd, levy County 
Commissioner Mike Joyner, Creekside Christian School Principal Tim 
Campbell and Forest Ranger Patrick Hathcox. (Just so everyone knows, the 
rangers standing next to the commissioner are not them endorsing him for 
reelection. Given that there are some people who like to cause hate, friction 
and inconvenience for state workers, it is noted here that these guys are all 
just friends and they agreed to a photo opportunity when asked before the 
parade.) 
 
 

Ethan Owens 
(King Beatus) sits 
in his pickup 
truck, crown and 
all, before the 
start of the 
homecoming 
parade. Owens is 
the only male 
senior in the 
Creekside 
Christian School 
Class of 2020. 
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Thirteen of the 15 members of the JV and varsity cheerleading squads of 
Creekside Christian School are seen just before the parade starts. Go 
Otters! The 2019-2020 JV Cheerleaders are Chelsea Beasley, Jelianys 
DeJesus, Raegan Harris, Joliza Martinez, Sharon Quigley, Natalie Sauder, 
Ella Williams and Emma Williams. The varsity cheerleaders are Taryn 
Cannon, Alyssa Durden, Ariana Maldonado, Jewlia Mathews, Lauren 
Mathews, Harley Meeks and Shelby Scherer. 
 
 
 

 

Nox Hobby sits on the 
horse named Pistol 
Pete, before the 
parade starts. 
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The four female members of the Senior Homecoming Court are Morissa 
Edwards, Nikki Willingham, Shelby Hunt and Juliet Hunt, and they are 
seen here riding in the parade. 
 

 
Sammy Yearty of Gulf Hammock drives a 1954 John Deere Model 60 tractor 
in the parade 
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Nox Hobby rides the horse Pistol Pete in the Creekside Christian School 
2020 Homecoming Parade. 
 
      As is the case for this homecoming, there was a basketball game, and it was at the 
gymnasium of the former Bronson High School Friday evening. 
     Participating as members of the Creekside Christian School Otters Basketball Team 
were Joseph Arnold (#4), tenth grade; Matthew Arnold (#23), eighth grade; Everett 
Byrd (#33), seventh grade; Lawson Byrd (#32), ninth grade; Coleman Campbell (#14), 
ninth grade; Seth Faircloth (#40), tenth grade; Brighton Meeks (#11), ninth grade; 
Bradley Roberts (#30), ninth grade; Brandon Watson (#1), eighth grade; and Ethan 
Watson (#00), eleventh grade. 
     Creekside Christian School was founded by Pastor Bill Keith at Otter Creek Baptist 
Church in the fall of 2001 in the Town of Otter Creek, in Levy County. Principal Ginny 
Yearty Keith led the school for many years. 
     Pastor Tim Campbell of Otter Creek Baptist Church accepted the duties as principal 
of Creekside Christian School in July of 2019. Still in his first year as principal, Pastor 
Campbell appears to be enjoying continuing traditions as well as introducing new 
curriculum at the school. 
     Creekside Christian School has 70 students who learn from 14 teachers. This school is 
for children in kindergarten through twelfth grade. It follows the curriculum of 
Accelerated Christian Education. 
     Accelerated Christian Education (ACE) is an American company, which produces the 
ACE school curriculum structured around a literal interpretation of the Bible. It teaches 
other academic subjects from a Protestant fundamentalist or conservative Evangelical 
standpoint. Founded in 1970 by Donald and Esther Howard, ACE's website states it is 
used in over 6,000 schools in 145 countries. 
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     This year, Principal Campbell said, Creekside Christian School has started 
construction technology class in partnership with The National Center for Construction 
Education and Research (NCCER), which is a not-for-profit 501c education foundation 
for professional craft certification, formed in 1996, and based in Alachua. 
     Academics and sports aside, the parade was once again a joyful experience for people 
in the Town of Otter Creek. The procession started at the school, went out to State Road 
24 and then circled back to the school along about a two-mile stretch. 
     Near the front of the procession was an Otter Creek Fire-Rescue firefighting vehicle 
driven by Otter Creek Vice Mayor Laura Mott and Town Clerk Mary DeGroot. Following 
that vehicle was a fire engine from Chiefland Fire Rescue, driven by CFR Chaplain Tom 
Keisler. 
     Three forest rangers from the Florida Division of Forestry Patrick Hathcox, Jason 
Byrd and Sean Hick were representing that state agency with big vehicles. 
     Levy County Commissioner Mike Joyner drove a golf cart with his sign noting his 
plan to seek reelection this year. 
     There were several vehicles and trailers with children involved with other various 
aspects of the school, too. 
     One trailer carried almost the full Senior Class. That small platform on wheels 
included seniors Morissa Edwards, who has attended Creekside for seven years; Nikki 
Willingham, who has attended Creekside for five years; and Shelby Hunt and Juliet 
Hunt, who both have attended Creekside for three years. 
     Ethan Owens, a senior who has attended Creekside for two years, drove a red pickup 
truck. 
     All five seniors were part of the senior court for homecoming. This year, there was no 
selection for queen. 
     As for the young man in the senior class, he is known as “King Beatus.” Owens said he 
accepted the nickname of “Beatus” from his having diabetes. He embraces the 
nickname. Owens plans to continue his education by studying criminology, he said. He 
earned a scholarship through his skill in the sport of archery. 
     Sammy Yearty of Gulf Hammock drove a 1954 John Deere Model 60 tractor in the 
parade. Another standout unit in the parade this year was Nox Hobby, who was riding 
the horse named Pistol Pete. 
     A deputy with the Levy County Sheriff’s Office drove a cruiser at the very front of the 
parade to help assure safety. Several of the float units threw candy – including Twixt, 
Three Musketeers, Laffy Taffy, Sweet Tarts, and various kinds of lollipops. 
     The parade was a big hit once again in the friendly little Town of Otter Creek. This 
year, Creekside Christian School Secretary Eunissa “Nissa” Jaquess organized the 
parade. 

 


