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Toni Collins complains, Democrats don't care 
 

 
Toni Collins complains to the Levy County Board of County Commissioners 
because it is her opinion that Levy County should exclude political parties 
from using the public libraries in Levy County. 
 
Story and Photo 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 5, 2020 at 2:10 p.m. 
     BRONSON – Toni Collins, a resident of Levy County, expressed her opinion to the 
Levy County Board of County Commissioners Tuesday morning (Feb. 4) that Levy 
County should prevent certain groups from using the public libraries in Levy County. 

     Collins said she had sent each County Commission member an email in late January 
regarding her belief the Bronson Public Library should not be allowed to be used by the 
Levy County Democratic Party. 
     She said the public facility “should not be tainted by politics.” 
     Collins said she moved to Levy County in 1997 and has been “a staunch library 
supporter” since then. 
     Collins told the County Commission that she wants the local government to create 
rules as to which groups are allowed to use the public libraries in this county. 
     The Levy County Republican Party, Collins said, meets at The Gathering Table 
Restaurant in Chiefland. 
     On Wednesday morning (Feb. 5), Levy County Democratic Executive Party Chair 
Gussie Boatright said the libraries in Levy County are for use by the public. Levy County 
Democrats, she said, are taxpayers as well as voters in this county. She asked why the 
county government would want to discriminate against any group. 
     “We are not going to be distracted by this,” Boatright said. “We are just going to move 
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forward. If this becomes an issue, then we will deal with it.” 
     The Levy County Democratic Party has reserved the room in the Bronson Public 
Library for its after-hours events, and as best as can be determined now, nothing is seen 
as inappropriate about the use of the public facility after normal library hours. 
     County Commissioner Lilly Rooks said she is investigating this matter. Rooks said 
she plans to report back to the whole commission at a later point in time. Rooks also 
said she would have her office send copies of the email sent to her previously by Collins, 
as well as the email sent to her by a member of the Levy County Democratic Party. 
     A public records request was provided to County Coordinator Wilbur Dean verbally 
and via email for those emails. Dean, too, on Wednesday said those emails would be 
sent. 

 


