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Levy County 
moves 
forward with 
business 
development 

 

Levy County 
Commissioner 
John Meeks 
accepts a plaque 
from Levy County 
Tourist 
Development 
Director Tisha 
Whitehurst on Tuesday morning (Feb. 4). Tourism is a significant economic 
engine for Levy County. Agriculture and working in government are two of 
the other significant industries in this county. 
 

 
Levy County Commissioner John Meeks and Levy County Tourist 
Development Director Tisha Whitehurst pause for a photo opportunity 
Tuesday morning. Whitehurst spoke about Meeks' excellent service to the 
people of Levy County in regard to the Tourist Development Council. 
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     BRONSON – Action taken, and information released at the Levy County 
Commission meeting Tuesday (Feb. 4) shows the county moving forward with tourist 
signage and other business development. 
  

 
Levy County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks (left) and former 
Chairman John Meeks look at material during the meeting on Tuesday. 
Brooks and Meeks both have a demonstrated understanding of business. 
Brooks owns B4 Signs and Advertising and Meeks serves as the manager of 
the Ace Hardware store in Bronson. 
 
     A sign to designate the place to turn off of U.S. Alt. 27 east of Williston will point the 
way toward Cedar Lakes Woods And Gardens. 
     To see a 2017 story about Cedar Lakes Woods And Gardens, click HERE. 
     The unanimous 5-0 vote Tuesday on a motion by County Commissioner John Meeks, 
seconded by Commissioner Mike Joyner, shows the County Commission requesting 
approval of the initial application to the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) 
by the botanical gardens’ owner Dr. Raymond Webber for a tourist-oriented directional 
sign (TODS). 
     This TODS is the first in Levy County. Levy County Road Department Administrative 
Field Manager Casey Duquette said the staff review of the application completed by Dr. 
Webber was picture perfect. 
     Among the documents presented, the owner showed visitors coming to the attraction 
from several different states and various countries from around the globe, truly helping 
it qualify for these directional signs to help visitors. 
     These signs, if FDOT approves them, will be only on U.S. Alt. 27 and they will not 
interfere with existing signage for other attractions in the area, Duquette said. 
     Dr. Webber has paid the initial request fee and has completed every form ideally, 
with exhibits to mirror the requirements to comply. Duquette said this first applicant 
has set the bar for future applicants for TODS. 
     This sign is to be approved by the FDOT, which will issue the permit and identify the 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2017/07/7-9-17-hardisonink-com-botanical-garden-is-among-williston-attractions.pdf
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specifications of pole placement, sign size, etc. Dr. Webber will purchase the material 
and he will hire a person to place the sign in the state right-of-way. 
     In other business news, Nature Coast Business Development Council Executive 
Director David Pieklik provided the County Commission with a report of economic 
progress in the county from November through now. 
     Pieklik mentioned there is a company planning to open and provide about 20 jobs 
with an average annual salary that is anticipated to be higher than the county average of 
$31,500. This is an out-of-state manufacturer in the plastic extrusion business, he said. 
This manufacturing plant will be in the Williston area on State Road 121, he said. 
     Economic growth in 2020 so far, he said, resembles 2019 and that is relatively good 
for Levy County, Pieklik said. 
     While the Quick Care Meds urgent care center has opened, just south of Walgreen’s in 
Chiefland, there is also a plan to build a walk-in clinic at the former site of Nature Coast 
Hospice, which is just north of the medical plaza that houses Palms Medical Group on 
U.S. Highway 19 in northern downtown Chiefland. 
     Pieklik said the doctor who plans to open the walk-in clinic has said he intends to 
make it a hospital. Chiefland residents know plenty of stories about plans for a hospital 
to be built in that city for the past 15 years or more. 
     As Pieklik gave his presentation, he mentioned that in general aquaculture continues 
strong in the county. The executive director of the NCBDC mentioned that he is driven 
to help existing business to continue to thrive, just as he wants to invite new enterprisers 
to the county. 
     One significant business success story is the 2019 relocation and expansion of A&M 
Manufacturing, seen by clicking HERE. 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2019/11/11-17-19-hardisonink.com-am-manufacturing-cuts-the-ribbon-at-new-location.pdf

