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Almost 13,000 lives saved  
in one year of donations 

 
A LifeSouth Community Blood Centers vehicle enters the office area at 1221 
N.W. 13th St. in Gainesville as co-founder Reeves Byrd Jr., 76, points out 
the starting point by the Gainesville Civitan Club in 1974. This scene is just 
before the start of the annual appreciation luncheon on Friday (Feb. 28). 
There is a house-like structure on the other side of 13th Street (U.S. 
Highway 441), where the Gainesville Civitan Regional Blood Center began – 
thanks to 15 members of Gainesville’s Civitan Club signing for a $50,000 
loan. 
 
Story and Photos 
(except two photos which are credited properly) 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 28, 2020 at 9:10 p.m. 
     GAINESVILLE – Thanks to people in North Central Florida donating blood to 
LifeSouth Community Blood Centers in 2019, there were 12,678 lives saved – and that is 
just from the 45 business and other groups that showed up to the annual luncheon, 
according to information from LifeSouth District Community Development Coordinator 
Laura Bialeck. 
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This 
picture 
shows 
Reeves 
Byrd Jr. on 
Friday 
(Feb. 28) 
standing 
next to the 
timeline of 
history for 
LifeSouth 
Community 
Blood 
Centers. It 
started in 
1974. 
 
 
 

 

In this vintage 
photo from 1974, 
Reeves Byrd Jr. 
is seen at the 
right standing 
up. Standing up 
at the left is the 
late Philip 
Harlan Baker 
(July 22, 1929 - 
May 5, 2019). 
Byrd was the 
first president of 
the Blood Center 
in 1974 and 
Baker became 
the second 
president in 
1976. 
Photo Provided 
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Florida Department of Corrections Sgt. Ashley MacArthur holds the 
certificate of appreciation presented to Cross City Correctional Institution. 
Cross City Correction rated Number Six Overall for all of the blood drives in 
2019. Cross City Correctional Institution collected 306 units – and is 
credited with saving 918 lives as a result. 
 

 
Here are some of the people who enjoyed the appreciation luncheon on 
Friday. 
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Williston City Clerk Latricia Wright is among the people from that city who 
were there to accept a certificate and other forms of thanks from LifeSouth 
for that community’s efforts at saving lives with blood donations. 
 
Laurie 
Woods, an 
active leader 
in LifeSouth 
Community 
Blood 
Centers, tells 
people that 
the 
bloodmobile 
that is all red 
in color is not 
part of this 
group’s fleet. 
LifeSouth 
bloodmobiles 
are red, 
White and 
blue. The difference between the two is that LifeSouth provides blood to 
local hospital, and the other group sends blood somewhere else. 
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LifeSouth District Community Development Coordinator Laura Bialeck 
prepares to start her part of the program. 
 

 
Reeves Byrd Jr. holds up the certificate of appreciation he accepted Friday. 
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Jeff M. Hardison, 
owner and publisher of 
HardisonInk.com (a 
daily news website), 
holds up a certificate of 
appreciation he 
accepted on Friday. 
Photo By Reeves Byrd 
Jr. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ShandsCair Flight ARNP Staccie Allen and Flight Paramedic Alan Schmidt 
are seen with the certificate of appreciation they accepted on behalf of 
ShandsCair on Friday. 
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Debbie Labud, a former LifeSouth worker and a two-lung transplant 
recipient is the keynote speaker during the appreciation luncheon. She 
urges people to donate blood, and to be an organ donor. 
 
     Some donors and recruiters who helped save lives by their work with blood donations 
did not attend the luncheon where donor leaders were recognized that afternoon. 
     The Annual LifeSouth Chairperson and Media Appreciation Luncheon held Friday 
(Feb. 28) was where Bialeck and LifeSouth’s North Florida District Director Laurie 
Woods were among the speakers. 
     The keynote speaker was Debbie Labud, a former LifeSouth employee who 
underwent surgery to replace both of her lungs over several years of time. 
     Even before the chocolate-themed luncheon began, though, one of the award 
recipients of the day gave an interview that afternoon to HardisonInk.com. 
     Reeves Byrd Jr., 76, was one of the 15 Civitan Club members who in 1974 borrowed 
$50,000 to start this blood bank. Byrd served as president of the Gainesville Civitan 
Regional Blood Center from 1974 to 1976 
     Byrd, who moved to Gainesville in 1962, earned his undergraduate degree and his 
master’s degree from the University of Florida. He became a Certified Financial Planner 
and earned at least four other professional licenses as well. He still serves as a tutor 
today. 
     Civitan, which is a community-oriented club like Kiwanis or Rotary, was the group 
that started LifeSouth more than 45 years ago. 
     “It was scary,” Byrd said. “All 15 of us had to sign papers for Civitan to receive the 
$50,000 loan.” 
     The Civitan Blood Bank grew to become LifeSouth Community Blood Centers and 
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now it serves hospital in Florida, Georgia and Alabama, which employs 600-plus 
workers. 
     The need for blood is never-ending. Across the three states, the community blood 
centers need the help of 266,000 blood donors a year. That’s 728 donors a day. The 
mission of LifeSouth is to provide a safe blood supply that meets or exceeds the needs in 
each community it serves. 
     At the luncheon Friday, District Director Woods opened the program by thanking all 
of people from business interests, schools and other sources who helped make 2019 a 
successful year for saving lives with blood donations. 
     ShandsCair was recognized for its help with flying Santa Claus in by helicopter to 
another event near the end of 2019. 
     Woods reminded listeners that LifeSouth Community Blood Centers, with its red, 
white and blue bloodmobiles, is the provider for local hospitals such as Shands, North 
Florida Regional Medical Center and other hospitals in this part of Florida. 
     There is another bloodmobile that is entirely red, she said, and it collects blood to 
ship out to other places. 
     The red bloodmobile does not serve local hospitals, she said. The red, white and blue 
bloodmobile is from LifeSouth and it does provide blood only to local hospitals. 
     The luncheon with its chocolate theme included delicious dishes with chicken, and 
macaroni and cheese having special chocolate aspects to their recipes. 
     There were vegetables, rice, vegetable-chili soup, and other wonderful foods, 
including chocolatey desserts, at the catered luncheon. Celebrations Catering brought 
the food, which was served on a buffet line with LifeSouth employees being the servers. 
     When District Community Development Coordinator Bialeck spoke, she said it was 
interesting for her to find a link between chocolate and blood. The chocolate theme 
seemed great from the get-go. 
     “How sweet it is to see so many of you here to celebrate our chocolate-themed 
appreciation luncheon,” Bialeck said. 
     As she pondered the words to link chocolate with saving lives by blood donations, she 
chose “the most obvious quote,” she said. 
     “Life is like a box of chocolates. You never know what you’re going to get,” she said as 
she quoted from the movie Forest Gump. 
     She said this statement is proved to be true. 
     People don’t wake up in the morning and think “Today’s the day I am going to receive 
a lifesaving blood transfusion,” Bialeck said. 
     Life is unpredictable, she said, which is why every two to three seconds, someone in 
the United States is going to need a blood transfusion. 
     Bialeck stressed to the listeners that LifeSouth is grateful for the faithful donors 
because the other blood drives “do not provide a single drop of blood to our local 
community.” 
     The keynote speaker is a former employee of LifeSouth. 
     Labud said she became ill in her 30s and was misdiagnosed as having bronchitis. A 
pulmonary specialist, though, found the real cause of her problem and it was a genetic 
disease, aggravated by smoking cigarettes. 
     Labud had one lung replaced by transplantation after a four-year wait. The other 
lung, though, after many years was pushing on the transplanted lung, and she needed 
the second lung transplant, so that both lungs were transplants. 
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     In 2018, she received the second lung transplant. 
     When she was in the Intensive Care Unit for two weeks, she used 20 units of whole 
blood, 12 units of platelets, three units of plasma and four units of another form of blood 
product. 
     “It’s very important that you do donate blood,” she said. 
     Labud also asks people to consider listing themselves as an organ donor too. 
     During the presentation of certificates of appreciation, Boyd was recognized for his 
service where he was one of the 15 members of Civitan who started the blood bank. 
     On the second floor of the LifeSouth office at 1221 N.W. 13th St. in Gainesville, there 
is a timeline. Boyd is pictured at the start. Above that timeline is another picture, where 
some of the founders are seen, including the late Philip Baker. 
     In that photo, both Boyd and Baker have dark hair. Baker is on the left side of the 
picture and Boyd is on the right. 
     Among the points on the timeline are 1993, when Tamara “Tammy” Tackett Fey was 
the CEO, and 1994 when Nancy Eckert was named as CEO and the Birmingham region 
opened in Alabama. 
     In 2014, LifeSouth celebrated its 40 years of saving lives. 
     There were many, many recipients of certificates of appreciation for saving lives. 
Everyone was offered a LifeSouth coffee cup, too, that was filled with all sorts of small 
chocolate candy. 
     One lucky person at each table could take a chocolate rose on a stick home as well. 
     There were posters around the room showing the “Top 10” blood drives in 2019 
including the following various categories. 
     The Top 10 Overall Blood Drives showed the following results: 1. University of 
Florida – 3,809; 2. Nationwide Insurance – 601; 3. Starke Community Walmart – 435; 
4. UF Health – 404; 5. Santa Fe College – 316; 6. Cross City Correctional 
Institution – 306; 7. Chiefland Community Walmart – 280; 8. Bass Pro Shops – 
249; 9. Buccholz High School – 191; and 10. Invivo Diagnostic Imaging – 158. 
     The Top 10 Community Blood Drives showed the following results: 1. Starke 
Community Walmart – 435; 2. Chiefland Community Walmart – 280; 3. Dixie County 
Rotary Club – 76; 4. City of Gainesville Cultural Affairs – 59; 5. Starke Community 
Winn-Dixie – 58; 6. Hawthorne Community – 50; 7. Cedar Key Community – 49; 8. 
Florida Bat Festival – 45; 9. Bronson Community – 38; and 10. Alachua Recreation 
Center – 38. 
     The Top 10 Church Blood Drives showed the following results: 1. Campus View 
Church – 178; 2. Trinity Baptist Church – 113; 3. Grace United Methodist Church – 71; 
4. Queen of Peace Catholic Church – 63; 5. The Pentecostals if Gainesville – 49; 6. 
Orange Heights Baptist Church – 46; 7. Waldo First Baptist Church – 42;  8. Creekside 
Community Church – 39; 9. Family Church – 27; and 10. United Church of Gainesville – 
33. 
     The Top 10 Government Blood Drives showed the following results: 1. Cross 
City Correctional Institution – 306; 2. Lancaster Correctional Institution – 91; 3. 
Alachua County Employees – 69; 4. Third Judicial Circuit State Attorney’s Office – 58; 
5. Alachua County Sheriff’s Office – 57; 6. United States Geological Survey – 54; 7. 
Alachua County Public Works – 49; 8. Gainesville Public Works – 46; 9. Lawtey 
Correctional Institution – 42; and 10. City of Gainesville Fleet Management – 41. 
     The Top 10 High School Blood Drives showed the following results: 1. Buccholz 
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High School – 191; 2. Santa Fe High School – 131; 3. Gainesville High School – 127; 4. 
Williston Middle High School – 112; 5. Bronson Middle High School – 109; 6. 
Bradford High School – 106; 7. Trenton High School – 101; 8. Eastside High School – 
87; 9. Bell High School – 68; and 10. Dixie County High School – 68. 

 


