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FWC regional director visits The Ink Pad 

 
This photo taken by Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
(FWC) North Central Regional Director Chris Wynn who held a cell phone-
camera at arm’s length moments before high noon on Feb. 26 shows (from 
left) Regional Director Wynn, FWC North Central Regional Public 
Information Coordinator Karen Parker with HardisonInk.com owner and 
publisher Jeff M. Hardison. 
Photo by Chris Wynn. 
 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 27, 2020 at 11:10 a.m. 
     LEVY COUNTY – A couple of state employees who are among the staff tasked with 
helping manage fish and wildlife resources for the long-term wellbeing of animals and 
for the benefit of people spent two hours at The Ink Pad, in the unrecorded subdivision 
known as Jemlands in the unincorporated part of Levy County located between Carter’s 
Crossroads and the Community of Fowler’s Bluff. 
     The Wednesday morning (Feb. 26) visit of Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC) North Central Regional Director Chris Wynn and FWC North 
Central Regional Public Information Coordinator Karen Parker with HardisonInk.com 
owner and publisher Jeff M. Hardison provided all three people with two hours of 
information-sharing, an enjoyable educational opportunity and moments of 
entertaining humor. 
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     The FWC protects and manages more than 575 species of wildlife, more than 200 
native species of freshwater fish and more than 500 native species of saltwater fish. 
     The FWC balances these species' needs with the needs of approximately 20 million 
residents and the millions of visitors who share the land and water with Florida's fish 
and wildlife. 
     The FWC has its headquarters in Tallahassee, the state’s capital city. The five regional 
FWC offices are in Panama City, Lake City, Ocala, Lakeland and West Palm Beach. 
      The North Central Region of the FWC includes 15 of Florida’s 67 counties -- Alachua, 
Baker, Bradford, Citrus, Clay, Columbia, Dixie, Duval, Gilchrist, Hamilton, Levy, 
Madison, Nassau, Taylor and Union counties. Its headquarters are in Lake City 
(Columbia County). 
     In addition to Director Wynn and Regional Public Information Coordinator Parker, 
the Regional Operations staff in Lake City includes Regional Operations Manager 
Darlene Barry and Customer Care Specialists Leah Flores and Sharon Lyons. 
     The FWC North Central Regional Division of Law Enforcement includes Major Andy 
Krause, Regional Commander; and Nichole Landrum, Government Operations 
Consultant I. 
     The FWC North Central Regional Division of Habitat & Species Conservation staff 
includes Matt Pollock, Regional Wildlife Administrator; and Jake Boozer, Staff 
Assistant. 
     The North Central Regional Division of Hunting & Game Management includes 
Matthew Chopp, Regional Public Hunting Areas Biologist; Ashley Lawson, Regional 
Hunter Safety Coordinator; and Karen Little, Staff Assistant. 
     The FWC North Central Regional Division of Freshwater Fisheries Management 
includes Allen Martin, Regional Fisheries Administrator; and Brianna Vernon, Staff 
Assistant. 
     Beyond the leadership staff in the Lake City office for this region of the FWC, there 
are a number of FWC law enforcement officers, biological scientists and other staff 
members. 
     Statewide, the FWC has 2,112 full-time employees. 
     Beyond the headquarters and five regional offices, the FWC has the Fish and Wildlife 
Research Institute in St. Petersburg, and another 76 field offices and facilities 
throughout the state. 
     The FWC is governed by seven commissioners, who are appointed by the governor 
and confirmed by the Florida Senate to five-year terms. 
     Their constitutional duty is to exercise the "...regulatory and executive powers of the 
state with respect to wild animal life and fresh water aquatic life and shall also exercise 
regulatory and executive powers of the state with respect to marine life, except that all 
license fees and penalties for violating regulations shall be as provided by law." 
     Commissioners meet five times per year at various locations across the state. 
     The commissioners and the dates of their terms’ expirations are Rodney Barreto, Jan. 
5, 2024; Robert A. Spottswood, Jan. 6, 2023; Steven Hudson, Aug. 1, 2022; Gary 
Nicklaus, Aug. 1, 2022; Gary Lester, Aug. 1, 2022; Sonya Rood, Jan. 2, 2022; and 
Michael W. Sole, Aug. 1, 2021. 
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These photos of the seven FWC commissioners are from the FWC website. 
 
     The multiple award-winning daily online news website publisher commented about 
the visit. 
     “I’ve seen and experienced a lot of things in my profession as a journalist,” Hardison 
said. “The first visitor to The Ink Pad about five years ago was Frank Schupp. Some 
people may remember he was among the folks 14 years ago who tried to open a hospital 
next to Walmart. 
     “The visit on Wednesday by this regional director of the FWC, and by the regional 
public information coordinator, was a day brightener for me,” the 64-year-old former 
daily and weekly newspaper editor and reporter said. “I am certain I will continue 
helping humans in Florida as we all strive to coexist with the wildlife and fish in our 
state. My method of helping includes providing information, education and even some 
degree of entertainment, just as the director and coordinator and I all shared on that 
wonderful morning in late February of 2020.” 

 


