
HardisonInk.com 
Coalition forms to fight drug abuse in Gilchrist 
County 

 
(from left) GPC Secretary Beverly Goodman, Treasurer Debbie Destin and 
Executive Director Robert Wells participate at the start of the meeting on 
Saturday at Otter Springs Park and Campground. 
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    OTTER SPRINGS – About a dozen people met for a couple of hours Saturday (Feb. 
22) as a group known as the Gilchrist (County) Prevention Coalition. 
     Similar to the 
Levy County 
Prevention 
Coalition and the 
Dixie County Anti-
Drug Coalition, 
this fledgling 
troupe of 
community-
oriented volunteers 
hopes to bring the 
people of Gilchrist 
County together to 
work as a team to 
combat drug 
abuse. 
 
 
GPC Vice Chair Sheila Smith leads the meeting in the absence of Chair 
Sheryl Brown. 
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The Gilchrist Prevention Coalition (GPC) does not have programs active in the schools, 
churches or elsewhere yet, but its executive director has made some inroads in the 
process. 
     GPC Executive Director Robert Wells has been in the prevention business for 20 
years, and Wells is a founder of the Levy County Prevention Coalition as well as being a 
moving force to help the Dixie County version of this type of group. 
     Wells said he anticipates the GPC having programs in schools at the start of school 
next fall. 
     This meeting on Feb. 22 heralded the fourth week after Wells’ appointment in the 
service of the GPC, when he was appointed as the paid executive director in January. 
     GPC Vice Chair Sheila Smith led the meeting Saturday at Otter Springs Park and 
Campground due to the absence of GPC Chair Sheryl Brown. GPC Secretary Beverly 
Goodman and Treasurer Debbie Destin were in attendance. 
     Also present were Melody LaFlam of Meridian Behavioral Health. LaFlam is a former 
Dixie County Anti-Drug Coalition Board member. Others present included Alesha Smith 
of Meridian’s Mobile Response Team; an Another Way (domestic violence services) 
representative; a real estate salesperson; and an anonymous alcoholic. 
     A commanding presence was Cheri Anne Brodeur, the “director of the Center for 
Conflict Resolution and Change Strategies, LTD.”  and there were some others. 
     The group had been meeting at the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office during some 
previous months. 
     Director Wells intimated that the group had obtained a Drug Free Communities 
Grant for $125,000 -- each year for five years – totaling $625,000. 
     Some of the first part of that spending will be for Wells and other GPC leaders to be 
trained in some aspects of operating a coalition to reduce drug abuse in communities. 
     An ongoing debate about whether drug abuse follows mental health issues or if 
mental health issues feed an inclination toward drug abuse remains unresolved. And as 
is the case with all research and data, researchers are inclined to say more research is 
needed. 
     Brodeur said that by her being affiliated with some aspect of the University of Florida, 
she can provide this coalition with research before that research becomes available to 
the general public. Brodeur also said she is “working on a grant,” which may mean she is 
attempting to seek a grant, or she is being paid by a grant to work. 
     Brodeur said she intends to seek election to be the next Gilchrist County 
Superintendent of Schools via the 2020 election. 
     Brodeur, a Republican, is joined by Ronda Adkins, James A. Surrency and Kevin L. 
Whitaker, all three of whom are also Republicans, as candidates in the August primary 
for the post. There are no Democrats currently listed on the Gilchrist County Supervisor 
of Elections’ website in this race. Therefore, if there are no Democrats qualifying, then 
the winner will be determined in the August primary. 
     Wells mentioned that the coalition endorses no candidates in any election. 
     As for mental health, Meridian’s Mobile Response Teams (MRTs) are designed to 
help troubled youth and young adults (25 and younger), within Baker, Bradford, 
Columbia, Dixie, Gilchrist, Hamilton, Lafayette, Levy, Suwannee and Union counties, 
who are in need of 24/7 crisis intervention services. 
     The program’s goals are to lessen the trauma of crisis situations, particularly, 
diverting individuals away from ER’s and/or jail, and stabilizing them in the most 
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conducive setting possible. During the initial crisis phase, a master’s level counselor 
responds at the crisis location 24/7 (or through Telehealth as requested), while a care 
coordinator establishes links to appropriate community resources, and a peer specialist 
regularly follows-up. 
     The 24-hour telephone number youth and young adults to call for help from the MRT 
is 1-800-330-5615. 

 


