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11 honored at 19th annual event; 
Black History Month celebrated in Levy County 

 
Levy County Clerk Danny J. Shipp thanks everyone for coming to the 
program to honor Black History in Levy County. 
 
Story and Photos 
By C.L. Watson, Correspondent for HardisonInk.com 
© Feb. 22, 2020 at 4:10 p.m. 
     BRONSON -- In celebration of Black History Month, Levy County Clerk of Court 
Danny J. Shipp hosted an exhibit honoring 11 African-American individuals who have 
made a positive impact within their communities. 

Carolyn 
Cohens, an 
artist, writer 
and historian, 
acted as 
returning 
emcee 
honoring 
African-
Americans in 
Levy County 
for 19th 
annual 
celebration. 
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      On Friday (Feb. 21) at the Levy County Courthouse, Carolyn Cohens, a local artist 
and writer returned as emcee for this 19th annual event, which she created with Clerk 
Shipp. 
     The morning started with attendees standing to hear Lift Every Voice and Sing by 
James Weldon Johnston. 
     Known by some as “the Black National Anthem,” the song by Florida native Johnston 
originally was written as a poem. It was first performed by 500 school children in 
celebration of President Lincoln’s Birthday on Feb. 12, 1900 in Jacksonville, Florida. 
     Following the recitation of The Pledge of Allegiance by everyone in attendance, 
Cohens spoke briefly during the introduction of the program of the day.  
     She and others shared information about individuals. 
     Jerry L. Battles III, a Chiefland High School graduate, furthered his education at 
Santa Fe Community College receiving an Associate of Arts degree in Criminology, a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from St. Leo University and a master’s degree in Criminal 
Justice. Battles retired from the Florida Department of Corrections after 25 years of 
service and currently owns a business in financial consulting. He is active in several 
organizations, including the Masonic Lodge, the UF Quarterback Club and UF National 
Alumni Association, the Men’s Ministry Club, the Alachua County Sheriff’s Department 
Association, the Gospel Choir and the NAACP. 
     Gussie Boatwright, the chair of the Levy County Democratic Party, encouraged all 
guests to register to vote and become involved with the community to engage 
themselves. In addition to being among the leaders in the local Democratic Party, 
Boatwright is one of the founding members of Fountain of Life Church of Williston, and 
a fifth generation Levy. She retired from her position as manager of security operations 
with UF Health after 43 years of service. 
     Bobby (Marcel) Brown was born and raised in Chiefland. He pursued a career in 
corrections. He started as a corrections officer at Lancaster Correctional Institution in 
2006. In 2007, Brown transferred to Cross City Correctional Institution where he’s 
worked his way up the ranks to attain his current status as captain. He attributes his 
success as being from a supportive family as well as training from employers. 
     Betty Jean Graham Hamilton, who passed away in 2019 after a battle with cancer, 
was recognized by her sister Evon. She was one of eight siblings that always acted as the 
caretaker growing up. It was noted that Betty always said, “No matter what you do, 
make sure you do it decent and in order.” 
     Theola Henderson attended Hampton Jr. College, Santa Fe College, University of 
Central Florida and the University of Florida receiving a degree in business. She is now 
retired after working over 45 years. Previous employers include Levy County School 
System and Harris & Radiation State of Florida. Henderson said she “Thanks God for 
Life!” 
     John Christopher “Chris” Jones spoke briefly about growing up in Chiefland, where 
he serves as mayor. In 1998, he started his own business that fabricates and modifies 
motorcycles for racing. Mayor Jones joined the political world in 2013 as a member of 
the Chiefland City Commission. 
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Bronson 
Elementary 
Principal, 
Cheryl 
Beauchamp 
describes 
the role that 
teacher-
mentor 
Carolyn 
Williams-
Lewis 
(center) 
played when 
she first 
started 

teaching. Levy County Superintendent of Schools Jeff Edison (right) 
thanked Lewis for her years of service. Lewis taught third grade at BES 
starting in 1978. 
 
     Carolyn Williams-Lewis grew up in Levy County and returned to devote a career in 
elementary education after receiving Bachelor of Arts degree in Elementary and Health 
Education from the University of Florida. Lewis taught at Bronson Elementary School 
for more than 35 years, receiving Teacher of the Year 1997-98 and 2010-11. 
     Johnnie Lee Brown Phillips grew up in Chiefland. Phillips works as an ESE bus aide 
part-time with the Levy County School Board. In her spare time, she volunteers at 
Haven and is an active member of Saint John Missionary Baptist Church. Her daily 
prayer is: “Lord, bless me to be a blessing to others, so that You may get the glory.” 
 
 
Joe Eddie 
Scott Jr. 
attributes 
his success 
as a result 
of his father 
Joe Scott 
Sr. (right), 
who always 
told him 
people don’t 
pay 
attention to 
what you 
say but in 
what you do. ‘Let your work speak for you!’ 
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     Joe Eddie Scott Jr. joined the United States Army shortly after graduating from 
Chiefland High School. He served for eight years before returning to Chiefland to devote 
26 years of service at Lancaster Correctional Institution as a Correctional Officer. 
     Melvin Dorain Smith grew up in Fort Lauderdale, yet visited Levy County as a child to 
see family members. The Smith family moved to Chiefland in 2003 and was welcomed 
by the community. Melvin served in the United States Army, works with the Florida 

Department of 
Corrections and is a 
licensed minister. 
 
 
Sammie Lee White got 
a little chuckle from 
guests by saying he 
would bring the three 
B’s in talking about 
himself… be willing, 
be brief and be seated. 
 
     Sammie Lee White 

joined the Army in 1966 after graduating from Williston Vocational High School. He 
later returned to his hometown -- devoting 29 years of service to Levy County School 
Board. In his spare time, he loves working for his church, fishing and watching TV. 
     Guests mingled inside near the front entrance of the courthouse enjoying 
refreshments provided the Levy County Tourism Development Council after the 
presentation. 
 
 

This painting by 
Carolyn Cohens 
includes 
children from 
four different 
ethnicities 
carrying the 
United States 
flag -- working 
together as one 
race, the human 
race. 

 


