
HardisonInk.com 
Williston City Council shares progress report 
during meeting 

 
Sitting at the front of the Williston City Council Meeting Room in Williston 
City Hall on Tuesday night (Feb. 18) are (from left) Vice President 
Marguerite Robinson, Councilman Justin Head, Mayor Jerry Robinson, 
President Nancy Wininger, Councilman Charles Goodman, Councilman 
Elihu Ross, City Manager Scott Lippmann, City Attorney Fred Koberlein 
and City Clerk Latricia Wright. 
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     WILLISTON – Some members of the Williston City Council alternated between 
humor and frustration while addressing a range of new and old projects during the 
regular twice-monthly City Council meeting on Tuesday night (Feb. 18). 
     For old business, several updates were discussed. 
     City Manager Scott Lippmann told the municipal elected leaders some of the details 
regarding an aerobatics competition scheduled to be in the sky over Williston Municipal 
Airport on March 26 through 28; there is an Epperson family reunion set for July; and 
the project to repaint lines on Main Street is going well. Lippmann forecast this 
improvement will be completed within about three weeks. 
     Dr. Ken Schwiebert, chairman of the Williston Community Redevelopment Council 
took the podium to share his concerns about the CRA’s projects in linear park and Block 
12. Dr. Schwiebert, a well-established local dentist, expressed concerns over the 
negativity he has encountered regarding the Block 12 project. 
     The Block 12 project would see a row of shops on Main Street being rebuilt to 
improve the appearance of the city. The whole community needs to be involved for the 
project to be completed, Schwiebert said. 
     In response, City Council President Nancy Wininger said she had heard nothing but 
positive comments about the project. Wininger added that it would beneficial if “anyone 
with a negative comment would also have a solution.” 
     Wininger recognized the years of work that Schwiebert and the City Council have put 
into this project, and Councilman Charles Goodman thanked Schwiebert for his efforts. 
     The next presenter was Debra Jones of the Planning and Zoning Committee, who 
explained the committee’s intention to revise their historical preservation plan to 
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include any houses built in or before the 1940s. 
     Jones, who unopposed will soon take a seat on Williston City Council again, said the 
committee plans to put signs in front of these buildings. This plan, Jones said, would 
require everyone to buy-in. Jones said this matter is slated for more discussion at a 
Planning and Zoning meeting to be held on Feb. 25. 
     President Wininger addressed Manager Lippmann regarding the old, dilapidated 
structure that was once a Winn Dixie store on State Road 121, asking if there had been 
any developments on the plans made for the abandoned store complex. 
     City Council may need to enforce a lean on the property to ensure that action is taken 
by the current owners, Lippmann said. This structure is an unsightly “liability” and a 
“blight” on the city, Lippmann added. 
     Presenting on the final item of old business, the purchasing a new wheel-loader, was 
Utility Director C.J. Zimoski, who explained his plan to replace the current 30-year-old 
wheel-loader with a new one. Zimoski presented his choice of a $136,000 John Deere 
loader that he felt presents the best value. 
     The Council expressed its concerns over the high price for the loader, with President 
Wininger claiming that she was uncomfortable with the initial proposed price of 
$130,000, and that she was even less comfortable with the proposal now. She asked if 
the purchase could be delayed until next year, but Director Zimoski said that the same 
loader could be 3 percent to 5 percent more expensive next year. 
     After some discussion about the productivity increase offered by a new loader and the 
potential expenses of maintaining the current loader, Councilman Goodman made a 
motion for the Utility Department to purchase the loader. The motion was seconded and 
met with no dissenting votes. 
     Before the Council moved on to new business, Mayor Jerry Robinson took a moment 
to read aloud a statement he had prepared, which appeared to cause a tense reaction in 
the council and the audience. In his statement, Mayor Robinson alleged that, following a 
CRA meeting where he had respectfully voiced concerns not only as mayor but also as a 
citizen, rude comments about him were made openly in front of city department 
directors and employees. These alleged comments were made not during the meeting 
but later, Robinson said. 
     Mayor Robinson called out City Planner Gorman and City Manager Lippmann, saying 
that they that they had questioned his authority as mayor. Robinson considered this to 
be a “personal attack” against him. 
     Robinson went said he wants the Council to know that he took exception to these 
remarks, which in his opinion nobody has any business making in front of city 
employees. 
     The mayor’s statement was met with some commentary from City Planner Gorman, 
who was sitting in the audience. 
     Before the issue could be discussed further, Councilman Goodman voiced a concern 
of his own regarding public bathrooms in Williston parks. Goodman had noticed 
incidents of vandalism in the John Henry Park bathroom. He asked Utility Director 
Zimoski how often the bathrooms were checked. 
     Bathrooms are checked every morning, Zimoski said, and there have been several 
incidents of vandalism in the Cornelius Williams Park bathroom, where a sink had been 
broken off of the wall, toilets had been clogged, and doors had been broken. Vandals 
took it to the level of arson, Zimoski indicated, when someone had lit paper to start a fire 
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in the bathroom garbage can. 
     Councilman Goodman said he plans to seek the closure of all public bathrooms in 
Williston parks if these acts of vandalism and destruction continue, in order to prevent 
what he referred to as a “septic situation.” He asked Manager Lippmann if it would be 
possible to recruit uniformed volunteer park monitors to keep an eye on the park 
bathrooms. 
     Manager Lippmann said it would be possible to recruit park monitors. The city 
manager expressed his opinion that the problems with Cornelius Williams Park stem 
from the park sitting on unincorporated Levy County land that is in relatively close 
proximity to Marion County. 
     Starting off the new business, Executive Director of Unity Family Community Center 
Joyce Wilson gave a brief presentation about the services this organization provides for 
the City of Williston, Levy County, and the State of Florida. 
     Unity Family Community Center has not advertised much, she said, but this year may 
show an increase in that regard. The services Unity Family Community Center provides 
include teen pregnancy prevention programs, mentoring services, and afterschool sites 
in Williston and Bronson. Wilson said Unity Family Community Center pans to soon 
add vocational rehabilitation for youths aged 14 to 24 years old, who have IEP or 504 
plans. 
     An IEP is for children who qualify for special education services. 
     As with an IEP, a 504 plan is provided at no cost to families. The Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is a federal special education law for children with 
disabilities. Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 is a federal civil rights law to 
stop discrimination against people with disabilities. 
     Following Wilson’s presentation, Mayor Robinson presented the certificates to 
members of the Planning and Zoning Board. 
     The final item of new business was a proposed update to the self-service gas pumps at 
Williston Municipal Airport. Airport Manager Benton Stegall told City Council members 
that the current self-service pump system was outdated, and although the system is still 
functional it often serves as a “bottleneck” to what they can do.   
     Manager Stegall said he is still waiting on quotes from two more installation 
companies that could install the new system, and Councilman Goodman encouraged the 
Council to consider having the installation company pay for the new system to minimize 
liabilities. 
     President Wininger closed the meeting with a discussion of the 2020 United States 
Census, stressing how important it was that the population be correctly counted. 


