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People urged to welcome the Census 

United States Census can mean more power and money 
for the Tri-County Area 

 
Jennifer Pyle, a partnership specialist in North Florida, speaks to people in 
the audience Tuesday night (Feb. 18) at the regular twice-monthly meeting 
of the Levy County Board of County Commissioners. Pyle is with the United 
States Census 2020. 
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     BRONSON -- The United States Constitution created a method for the federal 
government to fairly distribute tax money and power when the Founding Fathers 
created the requirement for a census each 10 years. 
     Jennifer Pyle, a 2020 Census partnership specialist in North Florida, brought 
information Tuesday night (Feb. 18) to the Levy County Board of County 
Commissioners about the United States Census 2020. 
     Everything anyone needs to know about this people-counting, money and power-
splitting process is at https://2020census.gov/. 
     As she spoke to the County Commission Tuesday night, Pyle said her job is to engage, 
educate and encourage the public to respond and participate in the 2020 Census. 
     There are 435 members of the United States House of Representatives. Federal law, 
passed on Aug. 8, 1911, determined how many members are in the House of 
Representatives. That measure raised the number of representatives to 435 from 391 
because of population growth in the United States. 
     The Census determines how many of those 435 individuals represent each state. 
Florida gained two House members as a result of the population shifts between 2000 

https://2020census.gov/
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and 2010, as a result of the 2010 Census, which means those two seats came from one or 
two other states. 
     Pyle said $675 billion will be distributed per-year during each of the 10 years after the 
2020 Census based on population counts in the 50 states. That funding is distributed 
based solely on population counts from the 2020 Census, Pyle said. 
     “The money follows the numbers,” Pyle said, “not the need.” 
     Among the things that cash goes toward are federal funding goes toward highway 
planning and construction; formula grants for rural areas; federal community 
development grants; and water and wastewater systems in rural communities. 
     The date when people need to consider where they reside is April 1 as they fill in the 
Census form. Every person counts, and every person is sought to be counted once and in 
the correct place, Pyle said. 
     She knows some number of Florida residents live in various places. However, they 
can only reside in one place on April 1 and that is where they are counted. There are 
methods for counting people in the military, in institutions such as hospitals and 
prisons, and for counting the people who literally live on the streets or in the woods as 
homeless individuals. 
     There are three methods for people to be counted in the Census. They can use the 
online method. They can use the telephone method, or they can actually write in their 
information on a paper form and mail it in. 
     Completing the Census questionnaire does not take a long time and it is not intrusive, 
Pyle said. The information is protected from view for more than 70 years. 
     Pyle reminds people to remain alert to scammers who may try to use this process for 
illegal or improper purposes. 
     Click HERE to see information about avoiding scams and fraud. 
     To begin the process of completing the Census 2020, click HERE. 

 

https://2020census.gov/en/avoiding-fraud.html?cid=20028:%2Bcensus%20%2Bscam:sem.b:p:dm:en:&utm_source=sem.b&utm_medium=p&utm_campaign=dm:en&utm_content=20028&utm_term=%2Bcensus%20%2Bscam&msclkid=4373a04416ea1e99ef81fe0abf91a9ef
https://2020census.gov/en/ways-to-respond.html

