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Dixie County Chamber of Commerce meets 

 
Keynote speaker Dental Assistant Raelynn Brownell, representing Cross City 

Dental, tells people about the importance of proper dental care, including regular 

visits to the dentist. Cross City Dental is among the members of the Dixie County 

Chamber of Commerce. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 16, 2020 at 8:10 a.m. 

     CROSS CITY – The Dixie County Chamber of Commerce conducted its monthly luncheon 

meeting Thursday (Feb. 13), and once again it set the bar for Chambers’ monthly meetings. 

     Held in the conference room of the Dixie County Public Library (next to the Subway sandwich 

store in Cross City), the meeting included many members and guests that afternoon. 

     Dixie County Chamber of Commerce President Andrew Rains, who works at Nature Coast 

Insurance in Cross City, presided over 

the meeting. 

 

Dental Assistant 

Raelynn Brownell 

 

     The keynote speaker was Dental 

Assistant Raelynn Brownell, 

representing Cross City Dental, where 

Dr. Illya “Elliot” Novikov, DDS, helps 

patients. 

     Brownell shared with listeners 

information to remind them of the 

importance of proper dental health and 

regular visits to their dentist. 

     There was a wonderful homemade 
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hot lunch thanks to 2019 Citizen of the Year Ruth Ann Lovelace, who is a hairdresser. Other 

Chamber members joined Lovelace to help assure that everyone had a chance to enjoy the 

shepherd’s pie (this version included corn), chilled green peas and onions, and cornbread 

muffins. Drinks and desserts were provided as well to provide a very enjoyable meal during the 

one-hour meeting. 

     There were some new members of the Chamber present at the February meeting. 

     Michael Sousbe, manager of the SunStop Market, 15726 S.E. U.S. Highway 19, in Cross City, 

introduced himself. The SunStop Market is the former Walmart convenience store that is a bit 

north of the former Dixie County High School – on the west side of U.S. Highway 19. 

 

Sgt. Ashley Riley, a field recruiter with Cross City Correctional Institution, is 

present to represent this 

part of the Florida 

Department of 

Corrections. Sgt. Riley 

said CCCI has openings 

for correctional officers 

and is paying a $1,000 

signing bonus currently. 

 

     Another new visitor was 

Sgt. Ashley Riley, a field 

recruiter with Cross City 

Correctional Institution. 

This Florida Department of 

Corrections facility employs 

several people, and Sgt. 

Riley said there are opening for correctional officers. (There is currently a $1,000 signing bonus, 

too.) 

     George Houbac of the Cricket Wireless store that recently opened in the shopping plaza on 

the east side of U.S. 19 in Old Town, just south of the stop light, enjoyed his second visit, having 

been at the meeting in January. 

     Houbac is president of KAIA Ventures Inc. of Gainesville. He brought KAIA Ventures Vice 

President Bobby Gagné with him as a guest Thursday afternoon. Both gentlemen were well-

received by the Chamber. 

     A longtime Chamber member, who recently retired, was among the many people at the 

monthly meeting on that second Thursday of the month. 

     Bob Leichner, who earned the 2019 “Raymond E. Warren Award” from the Dixie County 

Chamber was at the luncheon. This award is given annually to the member for outstanding 

support of the Chamber’s mission and activities. 

     Bob and his wife Dotti Leichner are the former owners of Dixie Music Center of Old Town. 

This music store is no longer open, with the couple having retired from that retail venture. Bob 

continues working with schools, churches and the like in regard to music and public address 

systems. Dotti has started focusing on the fine art of painting as well as being a performing 

artist. 

     Bob and Dotti are both performing as musicians with various bands in the area, too. 

     Steve Smith, a financial advisor from the Lake City office of Edward Jones, was in attendance. 

He conducts monthly luncheons at the library too. 

     A representative of Locklear and Associates of Gainesville, an engineering firm that serves 

clients in Dixie County, was present to represent the firm at the Chamber meeting. 
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     Heather Smith of Drummond Community Bank was at the meeting to represent this financial 

institution. 

     Chamber Treasurer Debbie Dembo, manager of Ameris Bank in Cross City, was present to 

represent that bank. 

     Carol West, who said she is a volunteer for the Chamber, was at the meeting. West is a past 

president, and must be considered among the top cheerleaders for the Chamber and for Dixie 

County. 

     West reported there are currently 42 business owners who have renewed their Chamber 

memberships for 2020, and there are another 17 individuals who renewed for this year. She sees 

a need for about 60-plus more businesses to join or renew memberships this year. 

     This Chamber promotes existing business interests, invites and welcomes new business 

ventures, West said as a new member asked about benefits of joining the Chamber. The Dixie 

County Chamber of Commerce conducts ribbon-cutting ceremonies, holds annual events to 

draw visitors to the area, meets monthly to help people know about the current local economy 

and more. 

     Jeff Cary, a volunteer who says he takes pictures and videos and posts them to social media 

sites, was present for the meeting. Cary has been active in promoting the Chamber’s annual 

airport fly-in and expo event as well. 

     Cross City City Council Member Heddie Johnson, who is also a voluntary leader in the Dixie 

County Anti-Drug Coalition, was in attendance to represent those interests. 

     Katrina VanAernam, executive director of the Dixie County Anti-Drug Coalition and 

representing VanAernam Timber, was present as well. She mentioned the Feb. 25 event slated 

for the Taste of Dixie Diner in Cross City (which is among the events listed on the Community 

Calendar of the CALENDAR PAGE). 

     A representative of CareerSource Florida Crown, which serves Columbia, Dixie, Gilchrist and 

Union counties, was at the meeting. The CareerSource office in Old Town offers help with people 

who want to earn their GED and much more. 

     Like the CareerSource Citrus|Levy|Marion, this is a state agency that helps employers and 

employees connect with one another. All CareerSource sites also provide training and have a 

vast array of other resources to help the local economy grow. 

     A representative from the office of U.S. Rep. (Dr.) Neal Dunn, M.D. (R-District 2 Florida) was 

at the meeting. She said Will Kendrick of Dr. Dunn’s office had planned to attend, but Kendrick 

was unable to do so that Thursday. 

     Kathryn McInnis, president of the Dixie County Education Foundation, was present. She 

shared with Chamber members the wonderful success of that group. 

     The Dixie County Education helped distribute about $200,000 in scholarships last year, 

although countywide there was a higher total of dollars donated to further education beyond 

high school. McInnis said the Foundation is especially interested in helping students learn about 

vocational and trade schools after high school. 

     Other individuals were among the diverse set of business interests at the monthly Dixie 

County Chamber of Commerce meeting on Feb. 13. 

     There are several Chambers of Commerce across the various communities in the Tri-County 

Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties. 

     The Dixie County Chamber is helping new enterprisers take hold and assisting established 

businesses in continuing to grow. 
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