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SRWMD gives sales pitch for joining water 
authority 

 
SRWMD Deputy Executive Director Steve Minnis tells the Chiefland City 
Commission about the water management district and about advantages of 
the city joining the Nature Coast Regional Water Authority. 
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     CHIEFLAND – The deputy executive director of the Suwannee River Water 
Management District gave a sales pitch for the City of Chiefland to join a regional water 
authority, at a mere cost of $500 per year currently. 
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Conducting business as three of the five members of the Chiefland City 
Commission are (from left) Vice Mayor Tim West, Commissioner Rollin 
Hudson and Mayor Chris Jones. 
 

 
Conducting business as two of the five members of the Chiefland City 
Commission are commissioners Lewrissa Mainwaring and Norman 
Weaver. 
 
     SRWMD Deputy Executive Director Steve Minnis first provided insight about this 
particular water management district, which is one of five for the State of Florida. In 
1972, the Florida Legislature divided the state into five districts as it created a new 
taxing authority, which manages as well as regulates water use. 
     The SRWMD is the smallest of the five districts, even though it has the springs with 
the most output of water. The SRWMD includes all of Columbia, Dixie, Gilchrist 
Hamilton, Lafayette, Madison, Suwannee, Taylor and Union counties, and part of 
Alachua Baker, Bradford, Jefferson, Levy and Putnam counties. 
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     For the past number of years, the people of Levy County have called upon their state 
legislators to take the part of Levy County that is in the Southwest Florida Water 
Management District (Swiftmud) and put it in the SRWMD. That legislation has not 
passed, although it may one day. 
     The mission of the SRWMD, Minnis said, is “to protect and manage water resources 
using science-based solutions to support natural systems and the needs of the public.” 
     Minnis asserted a couple of times that the SRWMD is science-based to the point of 
overcoming politics. Meanwhile, in his presentation, he intimated the odds of cost-
saving and water project approval by the SRWMD would be enhanced if the City of 
Chiefland joined the Nature Coast Regional Water Authority (NCRWA) – which 
currently includes Dixie County, Gilchrist County, the City of Fanning Springs and the 
Town of Bell. 
     During his presentation, Minnis told the Chiefland City Commission that the lower 
Santa Fe River, and Ichetucknee River are “in recovery.” The SRWMD has 13 rivers 
within its jurisdiction. 
     The supply of water in contrast with the increased demand for water, Minnis said, 
“have caused some issues throughout the district.” 
     The SRWMD is embarking on establishing what it will use as benchmarks for 
minimum flows of water, and minimal levels of water from the bottoms of riverbeds to 
the top of the surface of the water above them. 
     These minimum flows and levels are being established for the Upper Suwannee River 
and the Lower Suwannee River, he said, and he is forecasting completion of that data 
base by the end of 2020. 
     As Minnis made his presentation about different industries or interests consuming 
water in the district, there was a question about bottle water. Nestle has been criticized 
by some area residents for taking millions of gallons of water from the SRWMD and 
putting it into bottles for sale. 
     The impact of bottled water on the total resources, Minnis said, is relatively 
insignificant. It fits in with other uses that account for about 1 percent. 
     The SRWMD had designated a western area of the district as it makes its projections 
for future water use during the next 20 years, he said. The district updates projected 
water use plans each five years, looking two decades into the future. 
     Part of this planning process, he explained, includes projects to assure there is an 
adequate water supply for all uses. The staff of the City of Chiefland, he continued, will 
provide input during this process – as will other stakeholders in that designated area – 
for the SRWMD who are creating plans and projects looking to the future. By the end of 
2021, that plan will be in place, Minnis forecast. 
     As for the current water users in this water management district, agriculture is the 
biggest at 54 percent. The next largest is commercial/industrial/institutional and 
mining/dewatering (bottled water is included in this category) at 28 percent. Domestic 
self-supply shows 6 percent use (private wells); followed by public supply (cities and 
counties) at 5 percent; livestock at 4 percent; landscape/recreation/aesthetics at 2 
percent; and thermo power electric generation (cooling towers for a power plant in 
Suwannee County) at 1 percent. 
     The Suwannee River Power Plant of Live Oak is owned by Duke Energy Florida. It is 
primarily fueled by natural gas with distilled petroleum as a secondary fuel source, 
according to records. 
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     Minnis clearly endorsed Chiefland joining the Nature Coast Regional Water Authority 
to be partners with Dixie County, Gilchrist County, the City of Fanning Springs and the 
Town of Bell. 
     He said this organization is a partnership. 
     “Everyone sits at the table and has a voice,” Minnis said. 
     The service areas of the individual members are maintained by those entities separate 
from the whole, he said. There is a budget set by the NCRWA itself, he said. 
     Minnis encouraged the Chiefland City Commission to attend the next monthly 
meeting, which is scheduled to be at Fanning Springs City Hall, 17651 N.W. 90th 
Court, on Feb. 19, starting at 4 p.m. 
     The NCRWA meets each third Wednesday, Minnis said. 
     Chiefland previously rejected an offer to join the NCRWA, years ago. 
 

 
Stoney Smith, a former mayor of the City of Fanning Springs, was present 
Monday night at the meeting in Chiefland. Here, Smith endorses Chiefland 
joining the NCRWA, as he speaks to the City Commission from his seat in 
the audience. 
 
     Chiefland City Manager Mary Ellzey offered to provide the City Commission 
members with minutes of relevant meetings so that they may understand why the city 
opted out of that membership years ago. 
     Chiefland Mayor Chris Jones, pointing out that he was just one of the five voting 
members of the City Commission, indicated his interest in learning more about the 
NCRWA to consider joining it.  
     There is a potential for the Chiefland City Commission to conduct a workshop for the 
elected municipal leaders to determine if the potential advantages of joining the 
NCRWA outweighs the potential disadvantages. 


