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Historic pencil 
company 
display 
unveiled in 
Cedar Key 
 
A copy of an 1876 Eagle 
Pencil poster shows the 
company earned the 
highest award from the 
United State Centennial 
Commission. 
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     CEDAR KEY -- The 
Cedar Key Historical 
Society and Museum held a 
member-only unveiling of 
the Eagle Pencil Co. display 
on Feb. 7. 
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These flat pencils with string and tassel were no doubt used for bookmarks 
and writing as noticeably imprinted with the word bookmark. 
 

 
The Eagle Pencil factory exhibit includes pencils dating back to late 1800s. 
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     It includes pencils, pamphlets and various Eagle memorabilia with some items dating 
back to 1858. The exhibit is from the New York Eagle Pencil Museum. This exhibit was 
donated by Barnadette Christian, whose family worked for the New York Eagle Pencil 
Co. for generations. 
     The Eagle Pencil Co. established a branch factory in 1856 near the water’s edge in 
Cedar Key where the Faraway Inn is currently located. It was once one of the world’s 
leading manufacturer and supplier of pencils. Eagle also established a large cedar mill in 
Cedar Key employing 125 workers while harvesting 130 cedar logs per day. 
     During the 1870s, it is estimated 20 million pencils were being consumed annually. 
In 1876 the United State Centennial Commission gave the southern mill the Highest 
Award in quality presented. The mill continued to successfully operate until the 
hurricane of 1896 destroyed the facilities. Eagle decided it was no longer economically 
feasible to rebuild as the cedar supply was exhausted. 
     “We are excited to announce that we have started a Junior Ambassador Club with 
Cedar Key students,” Director of the Cedar Key Historical Society and Museum Anna 
Hodges said. “Students will be involved with many aspects of the Historical Society 
including helping prepare exhibits such as our new pencil exhibit. Students will earn 
community service hours to use toward scholarships, as well as gain valuable skills 
working with the community they know and love. The exhibit being unveiled was set up 
by Michael Collins, Lucas Zeigler and Gwen Zeigler.” 


