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Stars Gala 

shows 

resounding 

success 

Dr. Nicole 

Thornton earns Levy 

County Teacher of 

the Year title and 

receives plaque from 

the Levy County 

Schools Foundation 

at the 2020 Stars 

Gala. She is the 

guidance counselor 

at Bronson Middle 

High School. 
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Feb. 11, 2020 at 11:10 

a.m. 

     BRONSON – Every 

seat at the 2020 Levy 

County Stars Gala was 

sold and there were 262 

people seated, according 

to Levy County Schools 

Foundation Executive 

Director Annie Whitehurst. 

     Approximately 30 student volunteers from all four of Levy County’s high schools. More than 

$31,000 was donated by attendees for their seats, Whitehurst said. 

     Silent auction baskets (donated by the schools) brought in another $3,200. A live auction for 

a treehouse vacation package brought in another $6,325, Whitehurst said. 

     Now known as the Stars Gala, this annual fundraiser conducted by the Levy County Schools 

Foundation previously was named The Superintendent’s Gala. 

     Former Levy County Superintendent of Schools Robert “Bob” Hastings was in office when it 

was a group decision by Hastings and the Levy County Schools Foundation Board of Directors at 

the time to change the name from "Superintendent's Gala" to "STARS Gala,” Whitehurst said. 

     This put the focus on what the evening always has been about - the Stars of Levy County 

Education, Whitehurst said. STARS is not an acronym, but a symbol of what the Gala always 

celebrated and recognized - the teachers, staff, volunteers, alumni and students in Levy County 

who shine brightly, Whitehurst said. Added to this universal theme of brightly shining stars are 
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the business interests, organizations and the families who support them, Whitehurst added. 

     “The Gala has always highlighted our student ‘stars’ through showcasing their talent on stage 

as the evening's entertainment, as well as by using students as the wait staff for the event,” 

Whitehurst said. “Teachers, staff and volunteers who are Levy County ‘Stars’ are recognized 

during the District Teacher of the 

Year, District School Related 

Employee and District Volunteer of 

the Year winners are introduced and 

recognized. There are also Alumni 

stars recognized each year through 

our Alumni of the Year award.” 

     The Levy County Schools 

Foundation is committed to 

supporting public education in Levy 

County by developing resources to 

encourage educational innovation, 

promote and recognize excellence 

and address the needs of all 

students, faculty, and staff, as noted 

on its website. Members of the 

foundation serve collaboratively 

with business and community 

members as an independent 501(c)3 

organization. 

 

Amanda and Jason Hunt won 

the Asheville Treehouse 

Package at the LCSF 2020 Stars Gala.  The package included two nights in a 

treehouse, a Biltmore gift card and $750 cash. 

 

 

Levy County 

School Board 

Member Chris 

Cowart 

(center) 

presents 

the Alumnus 

of the Year 

award to 

siblings 

William 

Schossler and 

Linda 

Durrance at 

the 2020 Stars 

Gala. 
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(from left) Robert and Julie Gironda, Dennis and Nicole Gill, Kathy and Jerry 

Lawrence, and Debbie Andrews enjoy conversation during the 2020 Stars Gala 

presented by Levy County Schools Foundation. 

 

 
Cedar Key senior Tia Wein earned community service hours for working at the 

gala.  
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Sarah Fries 

from Chiefland 

Elementary 

School takes a 

moment to pose 

with daughter 

Rebecca Fries 

who won 

Teacher of the 

Year for 

Bronson 

Elementary 

School. Rebecca 

Fries teaches first grade at BES. 

Levy County 

Schools 

Foundation 

Board of 

Directors 2019-

2020 pose 

together prior to 

guests' arrival at 

the 2020 Stars 

Gala. 

 

     The Levy County 

Schools Foundation 

hosted the 2020 

Stars Gala at 

Bronson Middle 

High School on Saturday (Feb. 8). The program started off with a Prelude by the Bronson 

Middle High School Color Guard. Followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and the singing of the 

Star-Spangled Banner.  Throughout the evening, a skit “Murder & A Man From the ‘20s” 

entertained the crowd with a handful of scenes.  

     All guests received a numbered entry ticket that was used for door prizes donated by various 

businesses and individuals. These prizes included cash, gift cards, vendor services and baskets of 

promotional goods. 

     Attendees also had the opportunity to bid on silent auction bundles of items and vacation 

packages. Auctioneer Daniel Jerrels had the job of entertaining the crowd during a live auction 

for two nights in an Ashville Treehouse, Biltmore gift card and $750 cash. 

     Ten individuals had the opportunity to bid on a number on the spinning wheel in a gamble 

for a package deal.  

     A scrumptious meal of chicken breast with lemon zest and caper sauce, bacon-wrapped 

asparagus and garlic mashed potato poof along with tea and coffee were served. In addition to 

the meal, an appetizer and dessert table offered guests a full spectrum of treats.  

     The main objective of the 2020 Stars Gala was to honor teachers, staff, volunteers and 

alumnus of the year all while raising funds for student scholarships and programs. 


