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People petition government with grievances; 

Toll roads protested 
 

 
Kim Wheeler explains why she believes there is fiscal ineptitude as well as 
bad planning in regard to the economy, the environment and the quality of 
life in North Florida demonstrated by people who want to build toll roads in 
this part of the state. 
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     BRONSON – During the first of two points during the Tuesday (Jan. 7) meeting of 
the Levy County Board of County Commissioners, a few people spoke about the quality 
of life that exists now in Levy County, and how that may deteriorate if the state puts a 

toll road 
through this 
rural county. 

 
Levy County 
Commission 
Chairman 
Matt Brooks 
(left) is seen 
next to 
former 
Chairman 
John Meeks. 
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Levy County Commission Vice Chairman Mike Joyner is seen in action 
Tuesday in his position, which he accepted to replace former Vice Chairman 
Matt Brooks who became chairman. 
 
     The County Commission provides two open forums for people to address it during its 
regular twice-monthly meetings, once at the beginning and once at the end of those 
public get-togethers. 
     As for people looking toward the potential future in Levy County, residents Kim 
Wheeler, Harriett Jones and Robbie Blake shared their opinions that construction of toll 
roads through Levy County hurts the agriculture and tourism industries here, as well as 
damaging the environment – especially for water resources, killing wildlife, and 
changing the peace and tranquility of a rural lifestyle to become similar to the helter-
skelter, noisy metropolis areas where population is increasing at higher rates than the 
government’s ability to provide services for sustainable, healthy living environments. 
     Wheeler addressed the County Commission, which includes only Republicans, as “a 
fiscal conservative.” 
     She said the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is supposed to have a 
long-range plan for development, supplemented by five-year workplans with new road 
construction being guided by the road corridor process. 
     The plan for three Multi-use Corridors of Regional Economic Significance (M-
CORES) in Florida, she said, circumvents the previous guidelines for road development 
in the state. 
     The three M-CORES are named the Suncoast Connector, the Northern Turnpike 
Corridor and the Southwest-Central Connector 
     The proposed Suncoast Connector extends northbound from Citrus County to 
Jefferson County. 
     The proposed Northern Turnpike Corridor shows that Citrus, Levy, Marion and 
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Sumter counties are part of this M-CORES project. The proposed Northern Turnpike 
Connector extends southeast from the Suncoast Connector to the northern terminus of 
the Florida Turnpike. 
     The proposed Southwest-Central Connector extends 140 miles going from Polk 
County south to Collier County.   
     Corridor planning, Wheeler said, was first adopted by former Gov. Jeb Bush (in office 
Jan. 5, 1999 – Jan. 2, 2007) and was reaffirmed by former Gov. Rick Scott (in office Jan. 
4, 2011 -Jan. 7, 2019). 
     Corridor planning is to assure the need exists and that progress is consistent with 
statewide, regional and local policies related to growth, she said. This form of planning 
for future road construction, Wheeler continued, is to identify natural resources and 
develop a plan for moving forward. 
     This process, she continued, is meant to include input from county commissioners to 
find their plans for future growth of transportation assets. Wheeler said FDOT’s M-
CORE process has failed to involve the people of Florida. 
     The three task forces, which include Levy County Commission Chairman Matt Brooks 
on the proposed Suncoast Connector and Commissioner Rock Meeks on the proposed 
Northern Turnpike Corridor, Wheeler said have set timelines for completion that are 
unreasonable. 
     “Are the public task forces just for show?” she asked. “Why are they doing them?” 
     She then asked the five members of the Levy County Commission if the people want 
deficit spending. 
     Toll roads can take 30 years before the revenue from them covers the annual debt 
service, Wheeler said. 
     “That means these toll roads won’t pay for themselves,” Wheeler said. 
     She reminded the County Commission that there are many other infrastructure needs 
that must be met before building more roads. As part of her 10-minute speech, Wheeler 
told the County Commission that the FDOT building huge overpasses over farms is not a 
solution to allow. 
     As part of her speech, Wheeler said “Progress is good, but think it through.” 
     Counties willing to let the FDOT build huge toll roads through them based on a 
promise of broadband for better Internet service is not reasonable. She mentioned that 
this is the 21st Century. Just the night before this meeting, a rocket was launched to put 
another 30 small satellites above the Earth for improved Internet service that would 
have nothing to do with cable being laid next to a superhighway toll road that goes 
through wetlands. 
     Impacting sensitive wetlands that feed into the aquifer, Wheeler said, is vital to 
consider as Levy County lets the state traverse it with a new highway. Protect and 
conserve land and water resources for agriculture, aquaculture and the tourist 
industries, Wheeler said. 
     She urged the Levy County Commission to share with the FDOT that this county 
believes the state should use its previous well-vetted road development process to find 
the best long-term solutions to the state’s mass transportation needs. 
     The taxpayers deserve something other than the currently proposed costly toll roads 
that are not sustainable from economic or environmental standpoints, she said. Wheeler 
is among the group that says the FDOT should choose the “no build option” in regard to 
toll roads through Levy County. 
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Harriett Jones asks the Levy County Board of County Commissioners to 
oppose toll roads through the county. 
 
     The next person to speak against M-CORES was Jones. 
     She said she attended an M-CORES Task Force meeting in Ocala, where 
Commissioner Meeks is a member, where the cost for these roads was noted to be $64 
million per mile. The big overpasses, Jones continued, to which Wheeler referred to as a 
means to cross farmland, where $85 million a mile. 
     Jones said she has friends who lived in the Wekiva area where toll roads were built. 
They moved because it became so noisy that they could no longer stand to live there. 
     “That’s what’s going to happen to us,” Jones said, if this type of road is built through 
Levy County. 
     Another problem this speaker foresees if from the drivers who want to travel at 90 
miles per hour as they go north on roads that would be like Interstate-75. 
     Jones labeled the two M-CRES projects that may affect Levy County as “a crazy 
boondoggle.” She wondered about the state returning the rails to trails so that they 
would become trails to rails. 
     Jones said that State Sen. William Saint "Bill" Galvano (R-Bradenton, Dist. 21) holds 
the purse-strings and if he does not get his way, it endangers hope for home rule. 
     Florida Senate District 21 encompasses Manatee County and southern Hillsborough 
County in the Tampa Bay Area. 
     Jones asked the Levy County Commission to draft a letter to Gov. Ron DeSantis 
(Rep.) to withdraw his plan for the M-CORES running through Levy County. 
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Robbie Blake of Bronson speaks from where she was seated in the audience 
Tuesday morning. 
 
     Blake, who was granted permission to speak from where she sat rather than from the 
podium, was the next to address this issue. 
     In a broader sweep, Blake said the people of Florida are suffering from “a top-down 
government” where the people cannot be heard by their elected leaders. 
     She made reference primarily, though, to some complaint about items being put on 
one consent agenda for approval, where people were not permitted a chance to address 
the County Commission. 
     For people who are interested in the M-CORES process of gathering information 
before shovels are put in the ground, there are websites listing meetings and other 
information. 
     Those websites are M-CORES calendar -- https://floridamcores.com/calendar-
of-events/, and the Multi-use Corridors of Regional Economic Significance (M-
CORES) program’s homepage at: https://floridamcores.com/. 
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Another person speaking 
during the public comment 
part of the meeting was 
Toni Collins. She said a 
non-profit historical group 
bought the two-story brick 
building on Hathaway 
Avenue (U.S. Alt 27) in 
Bronson. That building's 
most previous owner was 
the White Foundation. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Tisha Whitehurst receives approval of a request Tuesday in regard to her 
job as the grant coordinator for Levy County. Whitehurst also leads the 
county’s efforts in regard to tourist development, in her other position as 
director of the Levy County Tourist Development Council. 


