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Rotarians learn about candidate for state attorney 

 
Sous Chef Lunabelle Fowler, 7, and Chef Jason Fuchs stand in front of the buffet 

table where Rotarians and guests served, buffet-style, themselves a delicious lunch 

on Monday in Trenton. 

 

Story and Photos 

By Jeff M. Hardison © Jan. 7, 2020 at 

     TRENTON – Members and guests of the Gilchrist County Rotary Club on Monday 

afternoon (Jan. 6) enjoyed a delicious meal, sang a fun Rotary-oriented song and listened to one 

of the candidates for election to the Office of Eighth Judicial Circuit State Attorney. 

 

 

Gilchrist County Rotary Club 

Sergeant-at-Arms Damon 

Leggett collects money from 

Rotarians who gladly give it 

as they demonstrate one 

manner of placing service 

above self. 
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Eighth Judicial 

Circuit Assistant 

State Attorney and 

Executive Director 

Brian Kramer tells 

people about his 

background, his 

family and his 

duties currently in 

that office 

responsible for 

prosecuting 

suspected criminals 

in Alachua, Baker, 

Bradford, Gilchrist, 

Levy, and Union 

counties. Seen 

sitting at the head table in the background is Gilchrist County Rotary Club 

Secretary Dr. John D. Frazier. Dr. Frazier is chiropractor with a practice located in 

Trenton. 

  

Agreeing to help a visiting journalist by providing a posed shot after the meeting 

are (from left) Gilchrist County Rotary Club President Bob Clemons, Rotarian 

Patricia Knight, a past president of this club, and Assistant State Attorney Brian 

Kramer, who is a Rotarian at one of the clubs in Gainesville. 
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         Brian Kramer already serves as the executive director, as well as being an assistant state 

attorney and the supervisor responsible for public records for Eighth Judicial Circuit State 

Attorney William Cervone. 

     As noted in a previous story published in HardisonInk.com, State Attorney Cervone chose to 

retire rather than to seek to be elected again. Click HERE to see that story. 

     Right now, Kramer of Gainesville, a Republican, and attorney Beverly R. McCallum of 

Gainesville, s Democrat, are the only two people who have announced that they want the job. 

Actual qualifying for the race is some time away. 

     Kramer was accepting signatures that day on petitions to run. Candidates can either pay a fee 

as part of the qualifying process, or they can qualify to run by the petition method. 

     Both candidates have started advertising. Kramer has a sign on his car and business cards, at 

least, and McCollum has at least one sign in the ground in the Chiefland area. 

     As for the meeting on Monday, Chef Jason Fuchs and Sous Chef Lunabelle Fowler, 7, kicked 

off the Gilchrist County Rotary Club’s first meeting of the new decade with a delicious meal of 

ham, potato casserole, green beans, a garden salad, rolls, apple and raspberry pastries and sweet 

and unsweetened tea. 

     Rotarian Michael E. McElroy led the singing as members and guests sang from the Rotary 

songbook. 

     The gospel song "When the Saints Go Marching In,” first authored by Luther G. Presley 

(March 6, 1887 – Dec. 6, 1974) was modified with Rotary being the object in some of the lyrics, 

and that was the choice for the Rotary song of the day at that meeting. 

     Rotary Club Sergeant-at-Arms Damon Leggett collected money for people who wanted to 

announce birthdays, missed a meeting and the like, as is customary at Rotary Club meetings. 

     Gilchrist County Rotary Club President Bob Clemons, introduced Patricia Knight, who has 

been a member of this club’s predecessor the Rotary Club of Trenton (which later was renamed 

the Rotary Club of Gilchrist County) since 1992 and served as its first female president. 

     Knight introduced Kramer, whom she brought as the guest speaker of the day. 

     Kramer provided a very extensive in-depth review of the way the State Attorney’s Office for 

this judicial circuit serves the residents and visitors of this part of Florida. There are 67 counties 

in Florida. There are 20 judicial circuits. The Eighth Judicial Circuit includes Alachua, Baker, 

Bradford, Gilchrist, Levy, and Union counties. 

     With Alachua County having the lion’s share of the population, it has the most resources for 

that office. Meanwhile, though, each of the other counties in this circuit are well and 

proportionately represented by prosecutors and support staff, according to what Kramer shared 

with listeners. 

     Each state attorney in Florida is tasked with prosecuting suspected criminals. It is a daunting 

task for every county and every circuit. From people suspected of violating traffic laws, through 

those suspected of violating laws of the various levels of misdemeanor, all the way through the 

different levels of high crimes in the felonious categories – including murder. 

     Kramer is the lead prosecutor in murder trials in this circuit. His set of responsibilities goes 

beyond prosecuting. He is the executive director, second only to State Attorney Cervone, for 

budgeting and leadership. 

     Kramer, a graduate of Stetson College of Law (Pinellas County), has served for 19 years with 

Cervone. 

     The Eighth Judicial Circuit State Attorney’s Office accepts criminal cases provided by 40 

different law enforcement agencies for the purpose of prosecution, Kramer said. As each person 

is charged with a crime, they go through one of the channels to help the people of Florida see 

https://hardisoninkarchive.files.wordpress.com/2019/11/11-4-19-hardisonink.com-state-attorney-william-cervone.pdf
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justice prevail. 

     Among Kramer’s many lessons of the day for Rotarians and guests about the inner workings 

of the office showed he has taken a leadership role in that office and he has extensive experience. 

For most observers at the meeting Monday, at this moment it seems clear he is the heir apparent 

to follow in State Attorney Cervone’s footsteps. 

     Between now and November, nevertheless, Kramer and McCallum will try to show voters in 

this circuit why he or she is the best candidate to serve the people in that office, which is vital to 

protecting life and property from criminal activity. 

     Looking a bit less forward in time than the election in November, to the Jan. 13 meeting of 

the Gilchrist County Rotary Club, Mike Randall, a biologist with the United States Geological 

Survey, is scheduled to speak about sturgeon and other aspects of nature in the area. Gilchrist 

County Rotarian Charlie Smith of Bell is credited with bringing this speaker to the forefront for 

this meeting. 

     The Gilchrist County Rotary Club meets in Trenton or Bell each Monday afternoon, starting 

at noon, except holidays – like Dr. Martin Luther King Day (which is Jan. 20 this year). 

     In Trenton, the meetings are at the Trenton Woman’s Clubhouse, 2107 S. Bronson Highway 

(Gilchrist County Road 339). In Bell, the meetings are at Akins BBQ and Grill, 1159 S. Main St. 

(U.S. Highway 129). 


