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Jury rules man is guilty of two counts of 
attempted first degree murder; 
Sentencing set for March 

 
Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge William E. Davis, who presided over the 
jury trial, is seen about a half hour before the actual start of trial. 
Permission was granted for the picture to be taken before it happened. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Jan. 30, 2020 at 7:09 p.m. 
     BRONSON -- A four-day trial concluded Thursday afternoon (Jan. 30) with a six-
member jury deciding a man is guilty of two counts of attempted first degree murder. 
     Anthony Walter Vessels, 28, of Williston is guilty of trying to kill the late Bryan 
Brown and Derrick Hicks, both of Williston. 
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Eighth Judicial Circuit Assistant State Attorney Frank Slavichak works on 
final aspects before the start of the last day of the trial – Thursday (Jan. 30). 
Also, on the two-man team of prosecutors in this case was Assistant State 
Attorney Glenn Bryan. Both gentlemen serve in the office of Eighth Judicial 
Circuit State Attorney William Cervone. 
 

 
Anthony Vessels leaves the courtroom Thursday after the trial’s conclusion 
and after the jury had left the courtroom to begin its deliberations. 
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Anthony Vessels walks by the empty jury chairs as he exits to a secured 
waiting place, until the jury returned with its verdict – guilty on both counts 
of attempted first degree murder. 
 
     Evidence and testimony during the trial proved to the exclusion of reasonable doubt 
that Vessels shot the two men with a shotgun at a Levy County restaurant the day after 
Thanksgiving 2017, according to records. 
     Not only did he shoot both men, when he tried to kill them with that firearm, but he 
did so with premeditation, according to the verdict. 
     Sentencing is set for March. 
     Florida courts prosecute the crime of attempted first degree murder the same as a 
murder charge. In other words, the court’s position is that the defendant would have 
murdered someone had Vessel’s attempt been successful. Therefore, Vessels faces a 
maximum sentence of life as a prisoner housed in the Florida Department of 
Corrections’ facilities. 
     At the outset of closing arguments on Thursday, Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge 
William E. Davis, who presided over the jury trial, read a statement to jurors, which had 
been approved by both sides in the criminal trial – the prosecutors and the defenders. 
     Eighth Judicial Circuit Assistant State Attorney Frank Slavichak was the lead 
prosecutor in this case. Assistant State Attorney Glenn Bryan was the secondary 
prosecutor. 
     Eighth Judicial Circuit Assistant Public Defender Logan Doll was the lead defense 
attorney. Eighth Judicial Circuit Assistant Public Defender Midori Lowry was the 
secondary defense attorney. 
     Judge Davis read the statement Thursday morning to say Bryan Brown was not going 
to testify, because he is dead. The jurors were told the shooting victim’s death, which 
occurred at some time after being shot on Nov. 24, 2017, was unrelated to the injuries he 
suffered during that attack. 
     Levy County Sheriff's deputies charged Vessels after the alleged attempted murder 
that happened on the night of Nov. 24, 2017, at Melvin and Alice’s Take Out (BBQ and 
more), 4011 N.E. 205th Ave., near Williston. 
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     It was approximately 11:15 p.m. that night when deputies with the Levy County 
Sheriff's Office responded to Melvin and Alice’s in reference to a shooting incident, 
according to records. 
     LCSO Inv. Justin Douglas and LCSO Inv. Justin Vanduren led the investigation, 
however other investigators in the LCSO, such as Det. Sgt. Mike Narayan, and Det. 
Danette Griffeth, helped with the investigation. 
     LCSO Deputy Franco Almeida was first on the scene, and former LCSO Deputy 
Patricia Horne was there soon after, as well as other road patrol deputies, an LCSO 
corporal and members of the Williston Police Department and WPD Auxiliary, who all 
helped that night with securing the scene, according to information shared during the 
trial. 
     Florida Department of Law Enforcement Forensics Digital Evidence Technician 
Marissa Delaney provided information involved with tracking the path of the cell phone 
owned and used by Vessels, including for his Facebook posts. 
     Evidence obtained and testified to by Delaney also showed the GPS readings from the 
vehicle connected with Vessels from the day before the shooting, through the moment of 
the shooting, all of the way to the point where Vessels was located in South Florida, 
according to testimony. 
     Vessels’ sister is the owner of the car, and while she was said to often drive the red-
colored Ford Mustang, he was a driver of that car, too. 
     The story of Vessels trying to kill Bryan “Plan B” Brown, according to testimony and 
evidence, began from an altercation where Vessels was reportedly pistol-whipped by 
that man shortly before the shooting. 
     This is the motive assigned to the suspected shooter by law enforcement 
investigators, who interviewed many people. 
     Evidence showed that Vessels went to the take-out diner, where four people were 
sitting at a picnic table that night after closing. Vessels is believed to have stolen a 12-
guage shotgun from his then-roommate Andre Jones. 
     The weapon was never found, but empty shells at the crime scene matched shells that 
Jones had for his weapon, according to testimony and evidence. 
     Vessels, according to prosecutors, shot Brown and then Hicks, who was standing next 
to Brown. Hicks identified Vessels as the man who shot him, according to evidence in 
the trial, despite the shooter wearing a mask at the time. 
     Investigators used a photo lineup, where all of the pictures were of people with masks 
– so that the only part of the faces shown would be those areas not covered by a mask, 
according to evidence presented to jurors. 
     On the night of the shootings, deputies arrived and discovered Brown and Hicks with 
gunshot wounds. One victim was driven by a bystander to the former Regional General 
Hospital of Williston, before being flown by ShandsCair with life-threatening injuries. 
     The second victim was transported by ambulance to a local trauma center, according 
to a previous LCSO press release. One victim was listed in critical condition; the other 
was listed in critical but stable condition, soon after the shooting incident, according to 
records. 
     The LCSO Criminal Investigation Division identified Vessels as a person of interest in 
the shooting. Investigators believed victims and the suspect may have known each other, 
and their investigation proved that to be true, according to evidence and testimony 
presented at trial. 
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     Investigators said multiple eyewitnesses were at Melvin and Alice’s restaurant at the 
time this shooting occurred. Assistant State Attorney Slavichak made it clear to jurors 
that despite Assistant Public Defender Doll asserting that investigators did not follow 
any leads other than for Vessels, instead the law enforcement officers used investigative 
techniques to narrow the field of possible suspects. 
     The most damning evidence against Vessels, other than testimony from Hicks, who 
said Vessels shot him, were records showing Vessels’ paths of travel in a particular red 
Ford Mustang at certain places and at certain times, and Vessels’ cell phone records, 
which matched the car’s GPS readings. 
     That Mustang was seen fleeing the area immediately after the then-unknown masked 
shooter critically wounding Brown and Hicks, according to testimony and evidence. 
     Cell phone records and GPS records from the Mustang showed it was in the area of 
the scene of the crime at the time. From there, it went to a residence in Gainesville 
where Vessels was staying. 
     The GPS led investigators to find the vehicle was in Ocala, at one of Vessels’ former 
girlfriend’s residence, and then in South Florida at Vessels’ cousins’ house. 
     Testimony showed that Vessels had last visited that cousin 12 years ago, however 
within days after the shooting, he showed up there in the very wee hours of the morning, 
     Among the facts presented Wednesday was that the LCSO used a ping to locate where 
Vessels’ cell phone was located. Due to the urgent need to find a man who had shot two 
people, a warrant was issued for the law enforcement agency to use technology as it 
attempted to locate the suspect. 
     During the closing arguments Thursday, the prosecuting team reminded jurors about 
a long set of evidence and testimony to show where and when Vessels was located, in 
relation to the shooting and the subsequent search for him. 
     During the defense team’s closing arguments, Assistant Public Defender Doll argued 
that the prosecutors had more quantity of evidence than quality. Of the 20 witnesses 
brought by the prosecution, only three were at the scene at the time of the shootings, 
Doll said. 
     The perspective that Doll presented for jurors to consider is that only Derrick Hicks, 
one of the two shooting victims, and Jacques Days and Varsell Sanders were actual 
witnesses the state brought from the shooting scene. 
     Doll said the state fell short of proving to the exclusion of reasonable doubt that 
Vessels was the triggerman in these two shootings. 
     Doll tried to show reasons to doubt Hicks’ testimony. 
     As for the main victim of the shooting, Bryan “Plan B” Brown, he died within the past 
two years and did not testify. 
     Hicks, the lone surviving victim, said in trial “When you know a person, you know a 
person,” Doll said as he presented his closing argument. 
      When Hicks was interviewed at the trauma unit, Doll said, he did not tell 
investigators that Vessels was the shooter. Hence, if Hicks knew Vessels, he should have 
been able to name the shooter at the minute – despite being in critical condition. 
     Another witness at the scene, Sanders, knows Vessels, too, Doll said, and he could not 
swear that the masked man who did the shooting was Vessels. 
     As for Days, Doll said, Days thought the shooter was in excess of six feet tall. Vessels 
is not that tall, Doll said as he asked his client to stand for the jury to see he was not that 
tall. 
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     Defense attorney Doll said the jurors need “an abiding conviction of guilt” and that 
the facts and evidence must show “beyond and to the exclusion of reasonable doubt” 
that Vessels is the man who shot the two victims. 
     In his opinion, Vessels had not been proved to be guilty. 
     Assistant State Attorney Slavichak showed the six jurors enough evidence for each 
and all of them to unanimously vote “Guilty” on both counts of attempted first degree 
murder. 
       At the conclusion of the trial, before the jurors began to deliberate, Circuit Court 
Judge Davis excused two of the eight jurors. He called their names and said that he 
never tells alternate jurors until the end that they are the alternates. 
      Judge Davis said this is to help assure that everyone pays careful attention during the 
trial. The two alternate jurors, however, were awarded a lunch as were the actual six 
jurors, because it was right at lunchtime when the trial process ended on Thursday. 
     The honorable circuit court judge said he greatly appreciates the service rendered by 
all jurors as he thanked the two women who were excused. 
     The judge told about a case where an alternate juror’s service was needed to decide its 
outcome, and he mentioned that one of the eight people in this set of jurors, could have 
been called away – and then one of the alternates would have had to deliberate and vote 
“Guilty” or “Not Guilty.”  

Attempted first degree murder trial continues 
 

 
During a break in the trial on Wednesday morning (Jan. 29) defendant 
Anthony Walter Vessels (left) speaks with his attorney Eighth Judicial 
Circuit Assistant Public Defender Logan Doll. 
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     BRONSON – A man who is the lone suspect of 
attempted premeditated murder of two people in 
eastern Levy County -- Anthony Walter Vessels, 28, is 
currently on trial. 

Anthony Walter Vessels 
A Mug Shot 

     Vessels on Wednesday (Jan. 29) was in the third 
day of what is expected to be a weeklong trial. The 
man faces two counts of attempted first degree 
murder, according to records and he has remained in 
jail since his arrest in December of 2017, with a $4 

million bond being required for him to have been released before trial. 
     Vessels is accused of shooting two people with a shotgun at a Levy County restaurant 
the day after Thanksgiving 2017, according to records. 
     Levy County Sheriff's deputies charged Vessels after the alleged attempted murder 
that happened on the night of Nov. 24, 2017, at Melvin and Alice’s Take Out (BBQ and 
more), 4011 N.E. 205th Ave., near Williston. 
     It was approximately 11:15 p.m. that night when deputies with the Levy County 
Sheriff's Office responded to Melvin and Alice’s in reference a shooting incident, 
according to records. 
     LCSO Inv. Justin Douglas and LCSO Inv. Justin Vanduren led the investigation, 
however other investigators in the LCSO, as well as road patrol deputies, and members 
of the Williston Police Department and WPD Auxiliary helped that night with securing 
the scene, according to information shared during the trial. 
     Deputies arrived and discovered two individuals with gunshot wounds. One victim 
was driven by a bystander to the former Regional General Hospital of Williston, before 
being flown by ShandsCair with life-threatening injuries. 
     The second victim was transported by ambulance to a local trauma center, according 
to a previous LCSO press release. One victim was listed in critical condition; the other 
was listed in critical but stable condition, soon after the shooting incident, according to 
records. 
     The LCSO Criminal Investigation Division identified Vessels as a person of interest in 
the shooting. Investigators believe victims and the suspect may have known each other. 
The shooting is believed to be in retaliation from a prior altercation between the suspect 
and one of the victims, according to previous press releases. 
     Investigators said multiple eyewitnesses were at Melvin and Alice’s restaurant at the 
time this shooting occurred. 
     Eighth Judicial Circuit Assistant State Attorney Frank Slavichak is the lead 
prosecutor in this case. Assistant State Attorney Glenn Bryan is the secondary 
prosecutor. Bryan is also the division chief in Levy County for the State Attorney’s 
Office. 
     Eighth Judicial Circuit Assistant Public Defender Logan Doll is the lead defense 
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attorney. Eighth Judicial Circuit Assistant Public Defender Midori Lowry is the 
secondary defense attorney. 
     Eighth Judicial Circuit Court Judge William E. Davis is presiding over the jury trial. 
There are six women and two men who are serving as the jurors, with two of them being 
alternates. 
     The jury was selected Monday and the prosecution went through Tuesday and into 
Wednesday, and then the defense started. 
     Before trial, the defendant had shaved the beard he had when he was arrested. 
Vessels still had long dreadlocks of hair. He was wearing a light blue shirt, a tie and a 
light brown suit during trial on Wednesday. The two-teardrop tattoo on his face was 
visible for people who were close enough to see that. 
     Near the start of the trial Wednesday, Circuit Court Judge Davis thanked both the 
prosecuting attorneys and the defense attorneys for moving the trial forward without 
delays. There was a delay of some minutes later Wednesday morning, when one of the 
prosecution witnesses was ill and needed some time to recoup before testifying. 
     Among the facts presented Wednesday was that the LCSO used a ping to locate where 
Vessels’ cell phone was located. Due to exigent circumstances, a warrant was issued for 
the law enforcement agency to use technology as it attempted to locate the man 
suspected of shooting two people with a shotgun. 
     One of Vessels’ cousins Courtney Floyd testified that he came to her home in South 
Florida. Vessels was located and arrested in Broward County, according to records. 
     Vessels’ girlfriend at the time testified that she has health issues now, as she did then. 
Back in 2017, she lived in Gainesville with her mother and has since moved to St. 
Augustine. 
     That witness, Briana Rainey, spoke very softly, as did Vessels’ cousin when she was 
on the stand. 
     Testimony Wednesday showed Vessels went by the first name “Tony” rather than 
“Anthony” and that his Facebook name was “Tony Montana.” 
     At the time of this shooting of two people at the take-out restaurant, Vessels was 
living with Andre Jones in a three-bedroom trailer. Rainey said she had spent some 
nights there. 
     Investigators found her medicine in the trailer, and that helped them in their attempt 
to track Vessels. 
     Rainey admitted shooting a shotgun, when she went with Vessels to shoot that gun, 
which was owned by Jones. Assistant Public Defender Doll elicited testimony that 
indicated Vessels had been in an altercation at some point before his shooting the two 
people, and that he had been “jumped.” 
     There is a likelihood of both the prosecution and the defense making closing 
arguments to the jury tomorrow (Thursday, Jan. 30). 
     After both sides complete the presentations of their perspectives in this action, the 
two alternate jurors will be excused, and the jury will deliberate. Those six people will 
determine if facts and evidence presented to them during the trial proved to the 
exclusion of reasonable doubt that Vessels attempted to commit murder by using a 
firearm and with premeditation. 
     Unless the jury finds Vessels to be guilty of the crimes alleged, he maintains a 
presumption of innocence, according to American and Florida law. 


