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M-CORES event offers zero answers for press; 

Next Community Open House – Jan. 30 in Crystal River 

 
Among the many county and city government employees showing up to 
learn more about M-CORES were Levy County Parks and Recreation (and 
Mosquito Control) Director Matt Weldon (left) and County Commissioner 
Mike Joyner. Levy County Commissioner Rock Meeks was another person 
who came to learn more about M-CORES. 
 
Story and Photos 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Jan. 29, 2020 at 3:29 p.m. 
     LEVY COUNTY – The two proposed toll roads planned to traverse Levy County, 
given that the state does not choose the “No Build Option,” provided for a “Community 
Open House” on Jan. 28 at the College of Central Florida Jack Wilkinson Campus, just 

south of the City of 
Fanning Springs. 
 
Levy County School 
Board Member Chris 
Cowart signs in. 
Among the other Levy 
County constitutional 
officers present was 
Levy County Sheriff 
Bobby McCallum. 
 
     While the Florida 
Department of 
Transportation’s Multi-
use Corridors of Regional 
Economic Significance 
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(M-CORES) staff members were many, their ability to answers from any member of the 
press was completely forbidden on Tuesday night, according to what was said across-the 
board there and then. 
     According to FDOT M-CORES staff at the scene Tuesday night (Jan. 28) only FDOT 
Communications Director Beth Frady is allowed to answer question from the press in 
regard to M-CORES. 
     FDOT Public Information Officer Hampton Ray, speaking from the Jacksonville 
office, confirmed that only Director Frady can say anything to the press about M-
CORES. 
     On Tuesday night, FDOT Project Manager Brandi Bertram of the Lake City FDOT 
office was so reticent about answering questions on Tuesday night, that she would not 
say how many FDOT workers were present at the site, nor would she even say how long 
she has worked for FDOT. 
     Given the secrecy now surrounding the FDOT, other resources were used to answer 
that question. According to the LinkedIn information she provided, Bertram began with 
the state agency in February of 2016 as a right-of-way specialist. She worked for a 
company named Atkins from August of 2016 until November of 2018. 
     She returned to FDOT in November of 2018 and seven months ago was given the title 
of project manager, according to what she filled in on the LinkedIn social media website. 
     On Wednesday afternoon, FDOT Communications Director Frady corrected any 
misunderstanding by other FDOT staff. 
     “Jeff, While I am the assigned PIO for this project, no one has been forbidden to 
discuss the M-CORES project,” Frady noted in an email on Jan. 29. “I’m sure staff 
want to be sure the department provides you with the most accurate and up-to-date 
information, which is why you were referred to me. 
     “Please understand that FDOT is committed to ensuring the public has the 
information they need and the opportunity to have their comments heard and 
addressed,” she noted, concluding that, “I will be on standby for any other questions you 
may have. Please feel free to contact me directly going forward to more efficiently serve 
you.” 
     The next M-CORES Community Open House, which like the one on Tuesday 
night is a joint meeting of the Suncoast Connector with the Suncoast Corridor, is set for 
tomorrow (Thursday, Jan. 30) from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., in the National 
Guard Armory, 8551 W. Venable St., in the City of Crystal River. 
 
 

People look at 
charts placed to 
show progress by 
FDOT so far in its 
information-
gathering process. 
A sample of the 
charted information 
is shown below. 
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     The FDOT answers only to the governor. The current governor is Ron DeSantis. 
     The Multi-use Corridors of Regional Economic Significance (M-CORES) program 
involves three proposed corridors that could help set the stage for Florida’s future: 
     Suncoast Connector – 150 miles from Jefferson County to Citrus County 
     Northern Turnpike Connector – 40 miles through Citrus, Levy, Marion and Sumter 
counties. 
     Southwest-Central Florida Connector – 140 miles from Polk County to Collier County 

     FDOT claims that the 
M-CORES program strives 
to: 
• Protect the environment 
and natural resources 
• Improve regional 
transportation 
connectivity throughout 
Florida 
• Create a robust 
multimodal transportation 
infrastructure, including 
travel choices such as 
freight and passenger rail, 
public transit, and paved 
trails for hiking and biking 
• Leverage technology to 
enhance quality of life and 
public safety 
• Revitalize rural 
communities 
• Encourage job creation 
     Last summer, the FDOT 
kicked off a 13-month 
evaluation phase, 
according to FDOT 
material it published. Each 
M-CORES corridor has a 
task force made up of 
subject-matter experts 
from state agencies; water 
management districts; 
regional planning 
councils; colleges and 
universities; local 
governments; 
environmental groups; 
and community members. 

The task forces are conducting public meetings to discuss various program components 
and to develop guiding principles and recommendations regarding potential economic 



HardisonInk.com 
and environmental impacts, according 
to FDOT material it published. 
     In the three public task force 
meetings to date, task force members 
have proposed guiding principles based 
on specific needs of each corridor which 
will assist them as they visualize 
potential paths/courses as they move 
forward and work toward their 
recommendations, according to FDOT 
material it published. 
 
A sample of the charted 
information is shown below. 

 

     Each task force will 
submit a final report to 
Gov. DeSantis by Oct. 1, 
according to FDOT material 
it published. 
     Previously published 
FDOT material shows the 
task forces are submitting a 
final report on Oct. 1 to the 
leaders of the Florida 
House of Representatives 
and the Florida Senate as 
well. 
     If the FDOT finds that a 
corridor is economically 
and environmentally 
feasible, consistent with 
Florida law, it could move 
forward for further 
development, according to 
FDOT material it published. 
     To see the FDOT M-
CORES website, click 
HERE. 
     That website provides for 
places for people to give 
input. 

https://floridamcores.com/

