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KFC planned for Chiefland; 
Road paving sought; 
Wall to honor man 

 
The four Chiefland City Commission members present Monday night are 
(from left) Vice Mayor Tim West, Commissioner Rollin Hudson, Mayor 
Chris Jones and Commissioner Norman Weaver. 
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     CHIEFLAND -- Four members of the Chiefland Planning Board and the Chiefland 
City Commission voted Monday night (Jan. 28) in relation to a Kentucky Fried Chicken 
(KFC) being added to Pizza Hut at the location just north of U.S. Highway 129 on U.S. 
Highway 19. 
 

 
Ron Fiscus, chairman of the board and chief executive officer of PlanScape 
Partners of Minneapolis, Minnesota, speaks to the City Commission about 
plans to add a KFC at the Pizza Hut in Chiefland. 
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     Chiefland Mayor Chris Jones, Vice Mayor Tim West, and city commissioners Rollin 
Hudson and Norman Weaver voted 4-0 on each occasion when they were called upon. 
City Commissioner Marissa Mainwaring was absent. 
     This was the first reading of amendments to the Comprehensive Plan for Chiefland, 
and for the related map of the land development regulation code. The second and final 
reading is scheduled for the Feb. 10 meeting of the City Commission. 
     As for the potential of a KFC coming to Chiefland, the first reading of matters 
required for a zoning change from intensive residential zoning to commercial zoning all 
passed. The Chiefland Planning Board, which in Chiefland is comprised of the same 
individuals who sit as the City Commission, unanimously recommended approval to the 
City Commission for the rezoning. 
     This opens the doors for the planned expansion of the Pizza Hut in Chiefland to add a 
KFC. 
     Ronald L. “Ron” Fiscus, chairman of the board and chief executive officer of 
PlanScape Partners of Minneapolis, Minnesota, spoke to the City Commission about 
plans by the CFL Pizza, LLC, which owns this Pizza Hut franchise to add the KFC to that 
Pizza Hut. 
     Celebration Restaurant Group, LLC, is the parent company for CFL Pizza, Fiscus said. 
Celebration Restaurant Group is a Pizza Hut, Taco Bell and Kentucky Fried Chicken 
franchisee that owns and operates 170 restaurants in the Southeastern and Midwestern 
United States. 
     A couple of previous Pizza Hut-KFC conversions, he said, by this company have 
worked incredibly well. 
     The dirt trail that runs between the Marathon (formerly Texaco) gasoline station is 
not owned by Pizza Hut, he said. As a result, the best methods for providing adequate 
parking and water retention was for the company to purchase three adjacent lots to the 
east. 
     By converting three adjacent lots, about .45 of one-acre from residential to 
commercial, this allows the company land that is needed for the expansion. 
     The final plan for how the Pizza hut-KFC building is to come to fruition is not firm 
yet, Fiscus intimated, however the owner clearly is planning on this development to 
happen. As of Monday night, there seemed to be more of an inclination for drive-
through service with some limited sit-down service at the location. 
     Either the current building will be revamped, or a whole new building will be 
constructed, he said. 

ROAD PAVING SOUGHT 

     Meanwhile, City Commissioner Hudson said he would like the city to pave the road 
that runs parallel to U.S. Highway 19 and to the east of Pizza Hut, Marathon and going 
toward Ace Hardware. 
     City Manager Mary Ellzey explained that the city has been wanting to pave that road. 
The city needs land adjacent to it for drainage or water retention. Some of the possible 
land along the road is tied up in the estate of the late Owen Baynard, Ellzey said, and 
that presents a conundrum for moving forward with that possible paving plan. 
     Commissioner Hudson had mentioned that this road would be an extension of the 
very successful added access road that goes behind Barbecue Bill’s to Walmart. 
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HONOR 
MAN 

 
Alice Monyei 
gives the City 
Commission an 
update on the 
project to build 
a memorial 
wall to honor 
the late Ernest 
A. Hall. 
 
      Alice Monyei 
gave the City 
Commission an 
update on the 
project to build a memorial wall to honor the late Ernest A. Hall. 
     The wall is planned to be constructed at Buie Park. 
     The City Commission approved the project in a vote in October of last year. The 
builder of the wall – Jay Young – passed away, though, Monyei said, and the committee 
for the project is now considering a few alternative builders. 
     The Ernest A. Haile Memorial Wall Committee is comprised of Monyei, Johnnie 
Phillips, Bob Williams, Jerry Battles and Rose Roberts. 
     The foundation for the wall is anticipated to be complete by Feb. 15, Monyei said. 
     The unveiling of the Ernest A. Memorial Wall is currently scheduled to be during May 
Day 2020. That will be on May 30 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Buie Park. 
     This is going to be a significant day for celebration as there will be a reunion of 
Chiefland Junior High students. Monyei reminded listeners that CJH was a school for 
black students back before integration existed. 
     On this day, there will also be an announcement of the Ernest and Julia Haile 
Scholarship, she said. 
     There is music, dancing, softball, food and drinks and fun planned for the day. 
     Monyei mentioned that organizers are asking families, clubs, organizations, 
politicians and candidates to bring tents for cover if they want to do that. 
     Everyone is invited to buy a brick for the wall. The 4 by 8-inch bricks cost $40 each. 
Three lines of text are available. Engraving will be in all CAPITAL letters, with 18 
characters per line (a space, a period, etc., is counted as a character). 
     There is a form to complete with the $40 payment. The form and check are to be sent 
to 4 West Business Center, Attention: Haile Memorial Wall, 4 West Park Ave., Suite 4, 
Chiefland, FL 32626. For more information, including to obtain a form to buy a brick, 
call or text Alice Monyei at 352-262-4224. 
     Completed forms and checks for the engraved bricks must be received by 
Feb. 18. 


